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scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


DAILY  DIGEST 

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service ,  Of f ice  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
Of  importance. 
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UIIFAIIl  THADS  The  Federal  Trade  Commissi cn  reported  yesterday  to 

PRACTICES  Congress  that  it  had  found  unfair  trade  practices  and 

"racketeering"  in  the  distribution  of  fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables  and  recommended  the  s trenght ening  of  the  perishable  agricul- 
tural comi'nodit ies  and  the  interstate  commerce  commission  acts.     One  un- 
fair practice  found,  the  commission  said,  7/as  that  of  comjnission  men  re- 
fusing shipm^ents  on  some  pretext,  after  the  price  had  declined  during 
progress  of  the  shipments  from  producer  to  the  m.arket .     (New  York  Tim.es.) 


lEOUG-HT  Dr.  Charles  D.  Abbot,  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 

PRErXCTIOH         Institution,  estimates  the  next  ^'reat  drought  ?;ill  ccc-or 

about  1975.     The  scientist  told'  a  House  appropriations  sub- 
committee he  had  confirmed  the  prjidicticn,  based  cn  long-range  changes  in 
the  sun's  radiation,  by  a  recent  study  of  tree  rings  in  Vermont  and  i^Jew 
Hampshire  over  400  years.    His  study  was  based  cn  the  work  of  Professor 
Lyon,   of  Dartmicuth.     "It  is  becoming  m.ore  and  more  accepted,   I  think,  by 
meteorologists  and  physicists,  that  I  have  shown  that  there  is  in  the 
weather  a  23-year,  a  46-year  and  a  92- year  cycle  of  events,"  It.  Abbot 
said.     (A. P.) 


FEDERAL  "Greater  efficiency  among  goverronent  employees,  as 

EMPLOYEES  well  as  better  pay,  will  be  the  objective  of  Senator  McCar- 

ran  of  Nevada,  he  disclosed  following  a  conference  yester- 
day with  President  Roosevelt,"  says  Jam^es  D.  Secret  in  the  Washington  Post, 
"McCarran,  who  said  that  he  had  found  the  President  »very  sympathetic' 
with  regard  to  his  bill  to  raise  the  government  salaries  in  the  lower 
brackets,  indicated  that  he  m^ay  revise  his  pay  measure  to  bring  about 
more  efficiency  among  federal  personnel  and  at  the  same  time  to  ass^are 
promotions  for  the  deserving. . .Chairman  Ramspeck,   of  the  House  Civil  Ser- 
vice Committee,  m.eanwhile  began  a  study  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission 
report  that  governmenjr  employees  worked  from  10  to  14  million  hours  over- 
time betv/een  July  1  and  December  31..." 


GOVERFi.'iENT  The  elaborate  committee  arrangements  set  up  by  the 

ORGANIZATION       Senate  to  handle  the  President's  reorganization  r^e.ommen- 

dations  encountered  a  snag  yesterday  in  the  House,  when 
that  cham.ber  refused  to  agree  to  a  plan  which  gave  the  House  unequal  com- 
mittee representation.     Senate  Majority  Leader  Joseph  T.  Robinson  immedi- 
ately asked  Senate  reconsideration  of  the  meas-ore  and  it  was  amended  at 
once  to  permit  two  additional  members  on  the  House  reorganization  groups, 
(Washingt  on  Post.) 
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"\^ere  Life  "1/Vhere  Life  Begins"  is  the  title  of  an  article  "by 

Begins"  "George  W.  G-ray  in  February  Harper's.    He  says  in  part  : 

Professor  A.  IT.  Bach,  Academy  of  Sciences,  I.oscow,  and 
his  associates  explain  that  the  nitioogen  fixation  in  the  living  azoto- 
bacter  is  accomplished  by  an  enzyne.    They  infer  that  the  crushing  and 
filtration  procedure  separates  out  this  organic  catlyst  which  their  ex- 
periments indicate  is  Just  as  potent  to  perform  the  synthesis  in  a  test 
tube  as  in  the  living  creatures.     Indeed,  they  claim  it  is  more  effective 
in  the  test  tube  and  cite  records  which  indicate  that  the  yield  of  am- 
monia from  the  filtrate  is  50  times  greater  than  that  from  the  living 
bacteria  v;hen  fed  an  equivalent  amount  of  sugar.    Thi-s  very  striking 
difference  is  explained  on  the  supposition  that  the  living  organisms 
consume  much  of  the  sugar  to  sustain  their  own  growth  and  other  vital 
processes,  v/hereas  the  free  enzymes  in  the  filtrate  are  'mere'  chemicals 
with  no  vitalistic  b^ardens  or  obligations — so  they  stick  to  business  and 
turn  out  a  maximum  production.     Dean  Burk,  chemist  at  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  visited  the  ly^oscow  laboratory  last  winter,  spent 
several  weeks  in  ccns'Liltation  with  the  Russian  investigator  and  Dr.  Burk 
is  now  repeating  the  azotobacter  experiments  in  Wa,shington.     ?Iis  results 
will  be  awaited  v/ith  keen  interest.     Confirmation  by  an  outside  laboratory 
of  the  Moscow  findings  v/ould  m.ean  another  step  into  the  dim  borderland 
between  the  living  and  the  non-living." 

Two-V/ay  "Another  forward  step  towards  cementing  trade  rela- 

Trade  Fair         tions  between  Latin  America  and  the  United  States  is  talcen 

T/ith  the  announcem.ent  of  the  plans  for  the  World  Two-Way 
Trade  Fair  to  be  held  in  Kew  York  Kay  10-22,  1937,"  says  the  Bulletin  of 
the  Pan-American  Union  (Jan^oary)  .     "The  fair  is  a  non-profit  m-aking  ven- 
ture, supported  by  the  leading  foreign  trade  executives  of  the  United 
States.     It     offers,  particularly  to  Latin  Amierican  countries,  a  long-* 
needed  opportunity  to  exhibit  at  a  recognized  center  in  the  United  States 
the  great  staple  exports  of  Latin  American  in  such  a  way  as  to  comm.end 
them  to  American  buyers.     Exhibit  space  is  being  offered  to  all  the  Latin 
American  Republics  free  of  charge. .  .Arixng  the  associations  representing 
Latin  American  business  groups  T/hich  have  sponsored  the  fair  are  the 
American  Chamiber  of  Commerce  of  Cuba,  the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  Mexico,   the  Argentine-American  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  ivov/  York  and 
the  U.S.A.  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Buenos  Aires.     The  cooperating  organiza- 
tions of  the  United  States  are  headed  by  the  National  Foreign  Trade  Asso- 
ciation under  the  chairmanship  of  James  A.  Farroll  and  30  local  and  in- 
d:astrial  foreign  trade  groups  throughout  the  country  are  collaborating  in 
the  plans.    The  fair  will  be  held  in  the  Port  Authority  Commerce  Building 
in  New  York. • . " 

•Carrot  Blight  Prof.  A.  G,  ITewhall  is  returning  to  Cornell  Univer- 

Control  sity  after  a  ypar!?.  leave  spent  in  battling  carrot  bli^gnt 

in  the  Santa  LCaria/" salad  bowl",  after  having  reduced  the 
loss  from  the  blight  from.  $400,000  in  1935  to  iplOO,000  last  year,  says  a 
Santa  Barbara  report  to  the  Hew  York  Tim.es.     The  two  forms  of  the  bliglit 
have  been  identified  as  macrosporium  and  cercospora.     Grateful  groY/ers  of 
Santa  llaria,  whose  income  from  34,000  acres  of  vegetables  was  $5,595,000, 
are  building  a  permanent  plant  pathological  laboratory  in  the  heart  of 
the  district. 


Vol.  LXIV,  No.  21  .       -  3  -  February  2,  1937 


Congress,  The  Senate  Committee  on  Appropriations  report ed  out 

Jan.  50  the  first  deficiency  bill,  E,'R.  3587,  for  1937  (H.Hept.  22), 

Items  for  fighting  forest  fires  and  enforcement  of  the  com- 
modity exchange  act  are  included  in  this  bill.  . 

Cycles  of  The  current  cycle  of.. droughts  in  the  Great  plains' 

Drought         '    apparently  is  simply  a  repetition  of  history  there  250  years 

''  ago,  according  to  Dr.  V/aldo  R.  V'e.del,  Smithsonian  Institu^ 

't'ion  archeologist .     In  a  study  of, the  aboriginal  history  of  the  Y^est 
made  public  recently,  Dr,  V/edel  reported  remains  of  Indian  villa^"es;,  scat- 
tered over  wide  areas  of  western  Kansas  and  Ifebraska  and  eastern  Colorado 
•were  covered  with  apparently  wind-blown  sand..  The  airche.clogist  believes 
dus-t  storm.s  which  have  been  common  iJi  the  .drought  trough  from  the  Texas 
Panhandle  to'  Horth  Dakota  during  the- past  five-  years  may  have  forced  the 
nati-ve  Indians  -to  leave  their-  peaceful  homos  and  .seek  a  living  where  con- 
ditions wer-e  more  favorable.     (Vi/ashingt on  Post,). 

'Newsprint  I/iill  Dallas  and  2ast  Texas  capitalists,  bankers,  l"uii>- 

in  South  ber  men  and  timborland  owners  miapped  plans  for  the  con- 

struction of  the  first  newsprint  mill  in  the  South,  says 
a  Dallas  report  by  the  Ass-ociated  Press.    Wirt  Davis,  Dallas  banlcer,  was 
authorized  to  appoint- a  committee  on  orgaxiizat ion  plans  for  a  ip5,000,000 
plant  to  use  East  Texas  pine.    Texas  Ivlill  No.  1  of  the  Southland  Paper 
Mills',   Inc.,  would  be  located  in  East  Texas, >  with  an  initial  capacity  of 
150  tons  of  newsprint  daily. 

Earm  Youth  "A  conference  which  had  been  convened  by  the  Carnegie 

in  England         United  Kingdom  Trust,  with  the  conc-arrence  of  the  Ministry 

of  Agriculture  and  Frsheries,  was  recently  held  in  London 
on  the  subject  of  Young  Farmers'   Clubs, "says    the  Estate  Magazine  (London, 
January)  .     "Pccpresentatives  of  many  co^anty  councils  and  bodies  interested 
were  present  and  the  conference  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  views  on  the  growing  strength  of  the  movement  and  other  kindred  . 
topics.    At  the  conference  the  Minister  of  Agricult^ore  reaffirmed  the 
government's  intention  of  assisting  the  movement  by  raiikzing  ccuiity  cc-on- 
cil  grants  in  respect  of  Young  Farmers'  Clubs  with  other  county  co'oncil 
grants  made  to  assist  agricultural  eaucation  and  as  to  which  the  govern- 
ment contributes  60  percent  of  the  total." 

New  Forest  Use  of  solid  carbon  dioxide  to  create  hose-line  pres- 

Fire  Truck         sure  in  a  newly  developed  forest  fire  truck  was  announced 

recently  in  San  Diego ,  Call oTornia,  by  Forest  Service  offi- 
cials, says  an  Associated  Press  report.    After  weeks  of  experiment,  A.  £. 
Everts,  acting  supervisor  of  the  Cleveland  National  Forest,  completed  con- 
struction of  what  lie  calls  the  "Cleveland  tar^ii  truck,"  a  light,  fast-moving 
piece  of  forest  fire  equipment,     A  dem.onst  rat  ion  convinced  officials  of 
three  California  national  forests  of  its  practicability.    At  l2b  pow.ds 
pressure,  built  up  by  carbon  dioxide    gas,  the  truc^  will  throw  600  gal- 
lons of  water  in  a  150-foot  stream.     "The  new  equipment ^ is  much  less 
expensive;  permits  more  rapid  attack  on  a  fire  and  requires  fewer  men  to 
operate,"  the  demonstrator  said. 
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MABEET  QUOTATIONS 

,Pe"brU£;vry  1  —  Livestock  "at  Chicago  (Closing  Quotations):  Slaughter 
cattle,  "calves  and  vealers,   steers  '^OQ-l^QO  Ihs  good  and  choice  9»5C— 
13.25;   cows  good  6,00-6,75;  heifers  550-750  IIds  good  and  choice  S,50- 
12. CO;  vealers. good  and  choice  9»5C~11.5^;  feeder  and  stocker  steers 
,500-1050  lbs  good  and  choice  6. 75-9. 00.     Hogs:  l6c--200  Ihsgood  and 
choice  9.SO-IO.25;  200--250  Ihs-  good  and  choice  10.10-10.25;  25O-35O  Tos 
good  and  choice'  9.«9*3--10. 25;   slaughter  •  pigs  100-l40  IhS'good  and  choice 
g. 00-9. 65.     Slaughter  sheep  and  lamhs,  lambs  good  and  choice  9^  lbs  down 
9.5G-IO.I5.  ~  •  - 

Grain:  No.  1  T.No. Spr, mieat*  Minneap.  ikk  3/S-1U6  3/S;  No.  2  D.No.Spr* 
Minneap.  IU3  3/2-1^5  3/g;  No.  2  Am.Dur. *Minneap.  1^0j-lU6J-,;  No.  1  H. Amber 
Durum',  Duluth,  1^24--l6o-|;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K.C.  1291-137;  Chi.  I3P-I36; 
No.  1  Hard  '"inter*  St,  Louis  13&|-137;  No.  2  S.R.Wr.  St.  Louis  13^;  No.  1 
t.TTh.  Portland  109;  No,  2  rye,  Minneap.  IO7  l/S-llU  l/g;  No.  2  yellow 
corn,  K.C.  11*1-120;  St.  Louis  115-115^;  No.  3,  Chi.  lO^^-llof;  No.  3  white 
oats,  Minneap.  U9-5O;  K.C.  5U-56;   Chi.  5Cj-51-|;   St.  Louis  52;  No.  1  malt- 
ing barley,  Minneap. ' I36-I3S;  No.  3  good  malting,  Minneap.  127^13^;  No,  2, 
Minneap.  ^J>^S1;  No..  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  21o-225. 

■Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  $2.Uo— $2.75  P®^  l^i^  pounds  in 
Eastern-  cities,     Wisconsin  sacked  Round  Whites  $2.3C-$2,Uo  carlot  sales 
in  Chicago.     Idaho  sacked  Erasset  Bur  banks  $3»25"^3-35  carlot  sales  in 
Chicago-;  $2,U5-$2.55  f.o.b.  Idaho  Palls.  Plorida  Bliss  TriuraTte  $1.90- 
$2.25  per  bushel  crate  in  city  markets.     New  York  Yellow  onions  50(2^^75^^ 
per  50-po'and  sack  in  the  East;  ^9^^525^  f^.i),b.  Rochester.  Midwestern 
stock  6o^z^-75^        consuming  centers;  5^^-55^  f.o.b.  West  Michigan  points. 
New  York  Danish  type  cabbage  Uo^-75^^  P®^  50~po'iJ-nd  sack  in  terminal  m.ar- 
kets;  $15-$17  sacked  per  ton  f.o.b,  Rochester,     Texas  Ro-and  type  $1,50- 
$l.o7^-  per  lettuce  crate  in  terminal  markets;  70^-20(^*  f.o.b.  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  Points.      New  York,  U.   S.  #1,  2i  inch  minimum  Rliode  Island 
Greening  apples  $1,25-$1,50  per  bushel  basket  in  New  York;   $1,15- $1,20 
f.o.b.  Rochester,' 

The  average  price  for  Middling  j/S  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  declined  6  points  from  the  previous  close  to  I3.O6 
cents  p:::r  330UJid,     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11.52  cents, 
March  futures  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  k  points 
to  12,79  c'jnt  s  and  on  the  Nov/  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  declined  6  points 
to  12. 7U  cents. 

Whole'^,ale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  wore:  92 
Score,  33  Cunts;  9I  Score,  32i  cents;  90  Score,  32^  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  No.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York  were:  Plats,  I9-5  cents; 
S, Daisies,   1^1— 1S-|  cents;  Y. Americas,  IS-J— ISf  cents.     Wholesale  prices 
of  fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company,  quotations) 
were:  Specials,  2^^-25  cents;  Standards,  23-|-2^i  cents;  Pirsts,  22i-23-i 
•cents.   (Prepared  by  BAE)  •  . 

^Prices  basis  ordinary  protein.    . • 
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FCEEIG-N  ELOOD  While  President  Hcosevelt  yesterday  was  proclaiming 

RELIEF  SUPPLIES    an  emergency  in  order  that  foreign  flood  relief  supplies 

might  "be  admitted  to  this  country  dutyfree,  relief  offi- 
cials here  were  receiving  encouraging  reports  of  their  "battle  to  prevent 
greater  devastation  along  the  lAississippi  "Valley.    Acting  under  authority 
of  the  tariff  act  of  1930,  the  President  decreed  that  an  emergency  existed 
"by  reason  of  the  flood  and  authorized  importation  of  food,   clothing  and 
miedical,   surgical  and  other  supplies  v/ithout  paymont  of  duty  fur  use  in 
flood  relief.    Last  night  orders  had  been  sent  to  cullectcrs  of  customs 
authorizing  such  importations  directed  to  federal,   state  or  local  govern- 
m.ents  or  charita'Dle  organizations  engaged  in  flood  relief  work.     The  Can- 
adian Red  Cross,   it  v/as  understood,  was  prepared  to  send  a  large  am.ount  of 
such  supplies  to  the  American  Red  Gross  and  Canadian  radio  stations  liavc 
"been  accunulat ing  similar  extensive  stocks  for  the  flood  sufferers.  ('V7ash- 
ingt  on  Post . ) 


UTILITY  CO-OP  Morris  L.  Cooke,   rural  electrification  administrator, 

REGULATION  yesterday  saw  "evidence  of  a  well  coordinated  utility  pro- 

gram to  cripple  cooperatives"  in  the  moves  to  place  coopera- 
tives under  regulation  simdlar  to  that  imposed  on  private  power  companies. 
Kentucky  recently  enacted  such  legislation,  he  said,  and  simdlar  proposals 
im]pend  in  Illinois,  Arkansas,  Nebraska  and  Virginia.     Pew  states  have  the 
law  in  question.     Field  workers  of  the  RSA,   in  conference  this  week,  planned 
to  consider  means  of  comibating  the  control.     Cooperatives  subject  to  regu- 
lation have  to  meet  higher  financial  requirem.ent  s  to  get  loans.     (A, P.) 


OVERT II/IE  The  first  m.ove  to  put  an  end  to  overtime  work  by  govern- 

WQRK  IN  m.ent  employees  will  be  made  in  the  Kouse  today  when  Represen- 

GOVERNlviEl\iT  tative  Connery  of  l^Iassachusett s  will  offer  an  amendment  to 

the  independent  offices  appropriations  bill  now  under  ccn-^ 
sideration.  Connery  said  his  amendment  will  stipulate  that  the  salaries 
of  department  heads  will  be  withheld  if  they  permit  employees  under  their 
supervision  to  work  overtime  without  giving  them  equal  time  off  or  pay  at 
the  rate  of  time  and  a  half.  Chairman  RamBpeck  of  the  House  Civil  Service 
Committee  m.eanY/hile  reiterated  his  r ecommicndation  for  legislation  to  in- 
sure government  employees  either  time  off  or  extra  pay  for  overt im^e  v/ork. 


Vol.  LXIV,  No.  22 


-  2  - 

Sect  ion 


2 


i'e'bruary  3,  1937 


British  "In  a  year  notable  for  many  portents,  not  the  least 

Research  significant  v/as  the  open-handedness  shov/n  ia  the  matter 

Endov/inent  of  endcv^'ment  of  research  (in  C-reat  Britain),"  says  an  edi- 

torial in  tne  Industrial  Chemist  (London,  January).  "Lord 
Nuffield  has  played  the  Maecenas  on  a  scale  to  "be  compared  only  with  the 
Rocekfeller  benefactions  in  America.     And  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  Sir 
'l/Villiam  Brag^,,  the  president  of  the  Royal  Society,  made  an  important 
statement  on  the  subject  of  the  funds  administered  by  that  world-famous 
body.     He  said  that  the  society  had  excepted  a  major  share  of  responsibil- 
ity for  administering  the  200,000  pounds  bequeathed  by  H.  B.  Gordon  T/Yar- 
ren,   for  the  encouragement  of  research  in  metallurgy,  engineering,  physics 
and  chemistry.     Inclusive  of  this  sum,  the  capital  value  of  the  funds  which 
the  society  controls  is  now  about  1,000,000  pounds.     On  the  same  occasion — 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Boyal  Society — the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
announced  that  the  Treasury  would  grant  30,000  pounds  a  year  towards  the 
establishment  of  an  institute  of  chemicotherapy.     Incidentally,  Mr.  Cham-' 
berlain  quoted  the  following  figures  of  state  funds  allocated  in  1936 — 
research  for  defence,  3,800,000  pounds;  civil  research  proper,  1,660,000; 
universities  and  colleges,  2,300,000.    As  regards  benefactions  by  indus- 
trial concerns,  these  have  not   failed  in  the  year  just  over.     Yife  observe, 
for  example,  a  contribution  of  500  pounds  by  Imperial  Chemical  Industries 
Limited  to  the  publications  fund  of  the  Chemical  Society." 

Thallium  "It  has  been  known  in  medicine  since  1898  that  thal- 

Moult  in  lium  compounds  taken  internally  will  cause  loss  of  the 

Sheep  hair,"  says  Nature  (London,  January  16).     "This  method  has 

recently  been  used  to  produce  moulting  of  the  fleece  in 
sheep,  instead  of  shearing.    Prof.  N.A.  Ilj.in  (J.  Genet.  33,  No. 2)  gives 
a  short  account  of  experimants  in  which  the  sheep's  fleece  becomes  loose 
a  few  days  after  treatment  and  can  be  removed  whole  with  the  hands  in  a 
fev/  minutes.     Sheep  with  coarse  and  mixed  wool  have  a  natural  annual  moult 
v/hich  is  absent  from  fine-woplled  breeds  such  as  the  merino.     Hybrids  are 
found  to  exhibit  segregation  of  this  character  of  natural  moulting.  By 
thallium  treatment,  the  moult  may  be  induced  in  m.crinos  and  their  natur- 
ally non-moulting  hybrids.     Extensive  experimients  with  this  method  have 
been  carried  out  on  Soviet  State  Earms  in  the  Crimea,  Ukraine,  Caucasus  and 
the  Moscow  district,  but  as  a  considerable  number  of  sheep  were  killed  by 
an  overdose  d-'oring  the  experiments,  it  is  evident  that  the  effects  of  re- 
peated doses  on  the  animal  will  need  to  be  known  before  the  treatment  can 
come  into  practical  use." 

S.C.  Truck  "States  must  be  reasonable  in  passing  laws,   even  to 

Law  Decision      regulate  truck  transportation  on  their  own  highways,"  says 

Business  V([eek  (January  30).     "That  is  the  essence  of  the 
significant  decision  handed  down  recently  by  the  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  in  South  Carolina.     Not  only  does  it  determine  highway  regula- 
tions of  South  Carolina,  but  the  decisions  indicates  the  principle  govern- 
ing such  laws  for  other  states.     South  Carolina  legislated  that  trucks, 
weighing  over  20,000  pounds  or  wider  than  90  inches,  must  not  use  the 
highways.    The  court  ruled  that  that  was  an  'unreasonable  burden'  in 
respect  to  the  hard-surfaced  zpain  roads  of  the  state  but  that  it  was 
reasonably  applicable'  to  other  roads.. »" 
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Congress,  Both  Houses  received  a  letter  from  the  Civil  Service 

Feb.  1  Commission  transmitting,  pursuant  to  law,  a  report  of 

overtime  services  rendered  "by  em.plcyees  in  the  executive 
civil  service  for  the  period  July  1  to  December  51,  1936;  referred  Com- 
mittee on  Civil  Service.    After  the  House  rejected  the  Senate  amiendment 
to  H.J. Res.  81  to  create,  a  joint  congressional  comjidttee  on  government 
organization,  fixing  the  ratio  of  m.embers  of  such  comjmittee  at  nine' 
Senators  and  seven  Representatives,  the  Senate  reconsidered  the  m.easurc 
and  amended  it  so  as  to  increase  the  House  membership  on  the  committee 
to  nine.    The  House  Committee  on  Appropriations  reported  out  the  inde- 
pendent offices  appropriation  bill,  H.R.  4064,   for  1938  (H.Rept.  166). 
G-eneral  debate  was  begun  on  this  bill. 

Soybean  •       ;     Farm  Implement  Hews  (January  28)  says:   "...Of  out- 

Machinery  standing  importance  in  the  increasing  popularity  of  soy- 

•    beans  has  been  tne  utilization  of  labor-saving  m.achines 
without  which  its  growth  would  not  have  been  likely.     The  growing  of  oats 
required  approxim.ately  12  horsepower  per  acre  while  soybeans  on  the  av- 
erage have  been  found  to  need  about  40  horsepower  per  acre  or  approximately 
the  same  as  corn.    The  greater  use  of  mechanical  power  has  therefore  made 
it  possible  for  farmers  to  increase  their  .acreage  of  soybeans  and  as  they 
m.ake  plans  for  future  crops  this  larger  power  need  must  be  taken  into 
consideration.    Vi/hen  visitors  to  the  1956  convention  of  the  American  soy- 
bean Association  inspected  the  crop  grown  by  B.  S.  Strayer  and  Son  of 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  they  were  interested  in  the  growing  methods 
followed.    The  beans  were  drilled  in  26-inch  rows  and  cultivated  when 
small  v/ith  a  rotary  hoe  and  later  with  a  bean  and  beet  cultivating  at- 
tachment on  a  general  pui'pose  type  tractor.    The  soybeans  are  harvested 
with  a  combine,  which  Messrs.  Strayer  have  fo'ond  produces  the  best  qual- 
ity of  seed  and  also  ■m.inimizes  loss.     Soybeans  are  often  drilled  in  rov/s 
the  same  width  as  corn  so  that  the  samie  planting  and  cultivating  equipm.ent 
may  be  utilized.    Threshing  may  be  accomplished  in  the  grain  separator 
by  reducing  cylinder  speed  and  employing  the  proper  sieves..." 

Soil  Insecti-  "The  Rotham.sted  Experimental  Station  has  for  some 

cide  Study         time  been  investigating  the  question  of  soil  insecticides," 

says  the  Industrial  Chemist  (London,  January) .  "The  prob- 
lem is  important,  not  only  as  a  routine  measure  but  in.,  relation  to  prob-- 
lems  involved  by  the  expansion  of  food  production  in  emergency,  recently 
given  prominence  by  the  creation  of  the  Food  (Defence  Plans)  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.     The  problemx  is  not  confined  to  this  country;  the 
growth  of  insect  pests  concerns  the  whole  world.     Most  pests  spend  a 
portion  of  their  existence  underground  at  some  stage  in  their  life  cycle 
and  the  discovery  of  a  cheap  and  efficient  soil  insecticide  is  urgently 
needed.    A  reliable  technique  has  now  been  worked  out  and  five  years  in- 
tensive investigation  is  about  to  be  started  on  behalf  of  the  Agricultural 
Research  Council,  Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd.,  and  a  group  of  chem- 
ical manufacturers  and  tar  distillers.     The  work  will  cover  not  only  the 
discovery  of  suitable  soil  insecticides,  but  methods  of  application  and 
also  the  allied  question  of  insect  baits.    The  Experimental  Station  will 
not  concern  itself  with  routine  testing  but  will  concentrate  first  with 
the  technique  and  methods  which  can  be  applied  by  the  contributing  firms 
in  their  own  laboratories  to  their  ovm  products." 
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FelDruary  2  —  Livestock  at  Chicago  (Closing  Quotations)  : 
Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and  vealers,   steers  900-1300  l"bs  good  and 
choice  9.50-13.25;  cov/s  good  5.75-6.75;  heifers  550-750  los  good  and 
choice  8.50-12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  9.00-11.00;  feeder  and  stock- 
er  steers  500-1050  Ihs  good  and  choice  6.75-9.00.  Hogs:  160-200  IDs 
good  and  choice  10.00-10.40;  200-250  IIds  good  and  choice  10.20-10.40; 
250-350  lbs  good  and  choice  10.10-10.40;   slaughter  pigs  100-140  lbs 
good  and  choice  8.25-9.75.  Sla^oghter  sheep  and  lambs,  lainbs  good  and 
choice  90  lbs  down  9.75-10.50. 

Grain:  llo.  1  D.No .  Spr  .Vfneat*  Minneap.  145;|-147-|;  IJo .  2.  D.lTo. 
Spr.*  Minneap.  1441-146^;  No.  2  Am.Dur.*  Minneap.  139f-145f;  No.  1 
Amber  Durum,  Duluth,  l4l-J-159f;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K.C.  130-136J;  Chi. 
13li-135f;   St.  Louis  137;  No.  2  S.H.Wr.  St.  Louis  137;  No.  1 
Portland  110;  No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  1071- 1141-;  No.  2  yellow  corn,  K.C.  - 
117|-119;  St.  Louis  114;  No.  3,~Chi.  io7j--109j ; '  No .  3  v/hite  oats, 
Minneap.  49^50 J;  K.C.  53-55;  Chi.  50-51  J;   St.  Louis  52;  No.  1  malting 
barley,  Minneap.  136-138;  No.  3  good  malting,  Minneap.  127-134;  No.  2, 
Minneap.  33-91;  No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  218-225. 

Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mo'ontain  potatoes  $2.50-$2.75  -per  100  pounds 
in  eastern  cities.  Wisconsin  sacked  Round  Wnites  $2.40  carlot  sales  in 
Chicago;  $2.10-$2.15  f.  o.b,  Yfeupaca.  Idaiio  sacked  Husset  Eurbanks 
$3.40-$3.50  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.50-$2.65  f  .o.b.  Idaho  I'alls. 
Florida  Bliss  Trroinphs  $1.75-$2.05  per  bushel  crate  in  city  markets; 
$1.50  f.o.b.  Pomioano.  New  York  Danish  type 'cabbage  40^-75^  per  50-pound 
sack  in  terminal  mai'kets;  $15-$17  sa,cked  per  ton  f.o.b.  Rochester. 
Texas  Round  type  $1.25-$2.00  per  lettuce  crate  in  city  markets;  70(^5-75^ 
f.o.b.  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  points.  New  York  Yellov/  onions  50^^^- 75^ 
per  50-pound  sack  in  the  East;  53^-55-^  f.o.b.  Rochester.  Midv/estern 
stock  60(2^-75^  in  consuming  centers;  53^-60^  f.o.b.  West  Michigan  points. 
New  York,  U.S.Tfl,  2^  inch  minimum,  Rhode  Island  Greening  Apples  $1.25- 
$1.40  per  bushel  basket  in  New  York;  $1.15-$1.20  f.o.b.  Rochester.  New 
York  Mcintosh  $1.50-$2  in  New  York  City. 

Thec37erage  price  for  Middling  7/8  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  declined  6  points  from  the  previous  close  to  13.00 
cents  per  pound.  On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  v/as  11.38  cents. 
March  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  4  points 
to  12.75  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  declined  4  points 
to  12.70  cents. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  were:  92 
Score,  33j  cents;  91  Score,  33^  cents;  90  Score,  33  cents.  Biolesale 
prices  of  No.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York  were:  Elats,  19^  cents; 
S. Daisies,  18:l-18-l  cents;  Y.Anericas,  18-|-18f  cents.  ITnolesale  prices  of 
fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  quotations) 
were:  Specials,  24-24r;-  cents;   Standards,  23i— 23|  cents;  Eirsts,  22^23 
cents,   (prepared  by  BAE) 

^Prices  basis  ordinary  protein. 
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MTIOML  The  National  Resources  Water  Corjrdttee  recommended 

RESOURCES  yesterday  a  program  of  reservoir  construction  on  tribu- 

REPORIS  taries  of  the  Ohio  River  as  "the  most  practical  means  of 

controlling  the  floods  of  the  Ohio  and  its  larger  branches." 
The  report  recommends  expenditure  of  $500,000  by  the  army  engineers  to  con- 
tinue and  expand  their  surveys  in  the  Ohio  Basin,  to  be  followed  by  con- 
struction over  a  period  of  years  of  fourteen  reservoirs  already  authorized 
by  Congress  at  a  cost  of  $85,000,000.     The  President  also  submitted  the 
report  of  the  National  Resources  Committee  recomm.ending  drainage  projects 
for  the  upper  sect-"  on  of  the  Arkansas  River  and  storage  of  flood  waters 
along  the  ma:::i  stream  and  principal  tributaries  to  reduce  the  frequency 
of  floods  in  bottom  land  and  areas.     (A. P.) 


SOVIET  SEED  Ontario's  12 , 500-bu3hel  s-orplus  of  alfalfa  seed  h^s 

PURCHASE  been  bought  for  about  $185,000  by  the  Soviet  G-cvernment , 

the  Dom.inion  Seeds  Sranch  at  Toronto  reported  yesterday. 
The  last  of  25  carloads  now  is  on  its  way  to  the  Atlantic  Coast  for  trans- 
shipanent  to  Russia.    As  a  result  of  a  deal  between  Toron-: :  seed  companies 
and  the  Amtorg  Trading  Corporation  of  ITev/  York,  acting  for  Russia,  the 
seeds  branch  r  eport  ed  the  alfalfa  market  "unsettled  b^ax  strong".     Six  weeks 
ago  it  was  "unsettled  and  weak".     (Canadian  press,) 

GRAIII  TRADE  President  Kenneth  S.  Templeton,   of  the  Chicago  Board 

IImTERESTS  of  Trade,   said  night  before  last  that  miem-bers  of  the  grain 

trade  should  help  the  Federal  Government  solve  problem.s 
of  crop  insurance,   g-aaranteed  -oroduction  costs  and  bills  affecting  process- 
ing costs.     In  a  speech  before,  the  annual  m.eeting  of  the  .Boston  G-rain  and 
Elour  Exchange,  Templeton  as&'.  rted  that  the  Chicago  bcs,rd's  present  inter- 
est lay  in  the  commodity  exchange  act.  (U.P.) 

G-0VERLTI\ffiI\^  Chairman  Ramspeck  of  the  House  Civil  Service  Comimiittee 

OVERT IIvIE  last  night  said  he  would  seek  legislation  to  assure  ccm^oen- 

satory  time  off  for  government  exTiployees,  who  work  overtime, 
but  he  said  he  does  not  favor  a  law  that  would  provide  extra  jiay  for  over- 
time.   Ram.speck  said  his  committee  probably  will  not  take  up  the  problem 
of  eliminating  overtime,  hov/ever,  until  it  acts  on  pending  civil  service 
legislation,  including  the  bill  to  extend  the  civil  service  system  to  all 
execut  ive  depa.r t m^ent  s .     ( Washi ngt  on  Pc st , ) 
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Japanese  Tlie  leading  article  in  Social  Research  (Febriiarv) 

Economics  is" Japan  in  World  SconcxTiics"by  Einil  Lederer.    He  says  in 

part:   "Looking  at  the  futiore  of  Japanese  agriculture 
there  seems  to  "be  only  one  inajcr  chance  of  increasing  the  food  supply. 
Artificial  fertilizers  are  yot  yet  used  in    q^uantities  comparahle  to 
western  co^antries,  especially  Germany,  Holland  and  the  like.  'Phosphoric 
acid  is  used  almost  as  much  as  in  England,  Germany  and  France  (16,5  kilo- 
grams per  hectare)  "but  in  nitrogen  and  especially  in  potash  Japan  lags 
far  behind  intensive  agriculture  in  the  west.     Japanese  agriculture  car- 
ries to  the  utmost  limit  the  utilization  of  natural  manures.     ViTnile  sup- 
plementation by  artificial  manures,  particularly  nitrates  and  potash, 
could  very  m.aterially  increase  the  yields,  such  supy^lementat ion  would 
involve  heavy  imports    that  are  economically  very  difficult.     Under  pres- 
ent technical  conditions  agriculture  seems  to  have  passed  far  beyond 
the  optima^l  point,  and  perhaps  it  has  even  reached  the  miaximum.  of  re- 
turns.   Although  returns  per  hectare  have  about  doubled  since  1870,  al- 
most the  same  ratio  of  the  population — 45-50  percent — is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing.    In  western  industrial  countries,  while  the  domestic  food  supply  per 
capita  of  population  increased,  a  decreasing  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion was  engaged  in  agriculture.     But  in  Japan  for  som.e  decades  the  sam.e 
ratio  of  the  working  population  was  engaged  in  agricultural  production; 
in  other  words,  the  increasing  gross  returns  are  due  to  a  great  extent, 
though  not  entirely,  to  an  absolute  increase  m  the  number  of  people 
working  on  farm.s.     There  has  been  a  certain  increase  in  conswipt ion, 
though  far  less  than  there  has  been  in  western  countries." 

Elm  Disease  "Although  the  colz  is  regarded  as  being  the  typically 

in  England         English  tree,   the  elm  r^ons  it  a  close  second  as  one  that 

gives  character  to  o^or  countryside  and  it  is  sad  to  learn 
that  the  Forestry  Commissioners  recomjr.end  that  no  m.ore  elms  be  planted," 
says  Wood  (London,  January)  .     "There  is  something  stately  in  the  very 
name  elm,  aptly  descriptive  of  the  tree  itself,  and  if  all  elms  were  to 
disappear  from  the  landscape  we  should  be  artistically  poorer.     It  is 
well  known  that  these  trees  are  subject  to  a  disease  that  destroys  the 
interior  and  m.akes  them  liable  to  be  blc  a  fungus  known  as  Graphi-um 

ulmi  being  the  chief  cause  of  the  troub]  is  suspected  that  the 

beetle  Scolytus  acts  as  a  carrier.     So  1  ts  at  preventing  the 

disease  have  not  been  successful,  hence  ic  reccm_mendat ion  of  the  - 

Forestry  Commdssioners .     Worcestershire  c  have  suffered  most 

acutely  from  the  trouble,  but  the  infection  has  spread  into  ITcrthumber- 
land  and  Westmorland.     Attempts  have  been  r.ade  to  fight  the  disease  by 
injecting  chemicals  into  the  affected  trees,  not  with  m.uch  success^  how- 
ever; but  every  lover  of  trees  will  hope  that  further  experiments  may 
prove  effective." 

Trade  The  Department  of  Comm.erce  reports  a  near  balancing  of 

Balance        exports  and  imports  during  1936,  attributable  to  the  drought, 

which  cut  down  exports, and  to  an  increased  industrial  activity, 
v^hich  resulted  in  a  need  for  raw  materials.     The  exports  were  valued  at 
$2,453,487,000  and  the  imports  at  ip2,419 ,229 ,000 ,  which  gave  an  import 
balance  of  ip34,258 ,000 ,  the  lowest  since  1895.  (Press.) 
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Congress,  The  Senate  continued  debate  on  the  first  deficiency 

Feb.  2  appropriation  bill,  'd/R.  3587,   for  1S37.     The  committee 

amendment  to  reduce  the  emergency  relief  item  by  cpl5,000,000 
with  the  intention  of  reducing  the  allotments  to  the  Resettlement  Aiminis- 
1  rat  ion  by  tnat  amount    was  rejected.     Subsequently,  however,  an  amende-ent 
was  adopted  reducing  the  item  by  J^1,.C00,CC0 ,  with  the  intention  that  this 
amo''ant  be  taken  from  the  administrative  expenses  of  the  Resettlement  Admin- 
istration in  the  District  of  Col'ombia.    The  Senate  received  a  letter  from 
the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  transmitting  an  interim  report  of  the  Com- 
mission on  fruits  and  vegetables — agricultural  income  inquiry — which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agricult'Ure  and  Forestry  (S.Dec.  17).  The 
House  continued  general  debate  on  the  Independent  Offices  Appropriation 
Bill,  H.H.  4C64,  for  1937.    The  Eouse  agreed  to  the  Senate  amendment  to 
E.J.Hes.  81  to  create  a  joint  congressional  committee  on  government  organi- 
zation, to  fix  the  number  of  members  of  such  comimittee  at  nine  for  each 
House;  this  resolution  will  now  be  sent  to  the  President.    The  House  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Federal  Trade  Com.mission,  transmitting  the  in- 
terim report  of  the  commission  entitled,  "Interim  Report  on  Fr-ults  and 
Vegetables,  Agricultural  Income  Inq-oiry"  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commierce. 

Stabilized  V.  G-.  Gould,   Iowa  State  Highway  Commission,  writes  on 

Road  Bases         "Stabilized  Road  Base  Design"  in  Engineering  Hews-Reccrd 

(January  28) .    He  says:   "The  failure  in  part  or  whole  of 
bitTjminous  s-arfaces  laid  in  Iowa  during  1930  to  1933  has  been  mainly  respon- 
sible for  the  development  in  the  last  three  years  of  stabilized  base  con- 
st ruction.  .  .The  conclusions  regarding  the  first  year's  v;ork  in  base  con- 
struction in  Ic\7a  were  (1)  the  stabilized  base  co'orses  were  in  general 
considered  successful  except  that  the  depth  of  compacted  base  should  oe 
four  inches  instead  of  three,  and  that  frost-boil  treatment  v;as  required 
in  addition  to  the  base  construction  for  all  areas  seriously  affected  by 
frost  action;  (2)  the  edge  strengthened  type  was  generally  unsuccessful 
due  to  a  lack  of  neatness  in  the  finished  work;  difficulty  in  correcting 
distortions  of  the  surfaces  and  of  reb ending  the  aggregate  and  instability 
under  traffic;  (3)  the    full  base  tj-pe  was  considered  as  reasonably  satis- 
factory,  except  that  proper  bending  of  the  aggregate  was  difficult  once 
the  initial  bend  had  been  broken..." 

Montana  Judge  Charles  IT.  Bray  held  recently  in  a  case  in  the 

Fire  Law  United  States  district  court  at  I.iissoula,  Montana,  that 

owners  of  land  on  which  are  slash,  brush,  trees,   dried  grass, 
or  other  natural  growth,  must  act  promptly  to  put  out  fires  starting  on 
their  lands  during  the  summ^er  season,  or  com.pensate  those  authorized  by 
the  state  law  to  put  it  cut.     The  law  provides  that  if  a  landowner  fails 
or  refuses  to  put  out  a  fire  on  his  property  at  his  own  expense,  any  local 
fire  prevention  association,  the  state  forester,   or  Forest  Service  workers 
may  do  it  and  require  the  landowner  to  pay  for  the  work  done.     The  law  holds 
the  lando^rner  responsible  even  though  the  fire  was  started  by  lightning, 
or  a  snioker,   or  in  any  other  manner  over  which  he  had  no  control.      He  m.ay 
avoid  this  responsibility,  however,  by  arranging  beforehand  with  a  local 
fire  prevention  association  or  the  Forest  Service  to  do  the  work.  (American 
li^jmb  e  r ma.  n ,  J  a.nuar  y  30.) 
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Fetruary  3  —  Livestock  at  Chicago  (Closing  Quotations) :  Slaughter 
cattle,   calves  and  vealers,   steers  ^Q0~1])C0  l"bs  good  and  choice  9 '50" 
13. 5C;   cows  good  5-75-^«75i  heifers  55^-75^  I'bs  good  and  choice  2.75"' 
12.  CO;  vealers  good  and  choice  9'00""10«50j  feeder  and  stocker  steers 
500-1050  Ihs  good  and  choice  6.75-9,00.    Hogs:  l60-200  Ihs  good  and 
choice  10. 10-10.^5;   20^-250  Ihs  good  and  choice  10.30-10.^5;  250~35C  Ihs 
good  and  choice  10.20-10,^5;   slaughter  pigs  100-lUo  Ihs  good  and  choice 
S.35~9«S5«     Slaughter  sheep  and  lamhs,  lamhs  good  and  choice  9^^'  l^s  do^jn 

9.90-10. 6c, 

Grain:  No.  1  D.Nq.  Spr.^Jheat*  Minneap.  lUS  3/8-I5C  3/g;  ¥0.  2  D.lvTo. 
Spr.*  Minneap.  1U7  3/g-^lU9  3/S;  IJo,  2  Im.lur.*  Minneap .  lUlJ-lU7f ;  No. 
1.  H.Amher  Lurum,  Duluth,  lU3|-l6l|;  No.  5  Hard  Winter*  K.C.  132i-15  |; 
Chi.  l3l|l-i3Si;  1^0.  1  Hard  Winter*  'St.  Loiis  I39J;  No.  2  S.R.Wr.St. 
Louis  lUO;  No.  1  W. Wn,  ■  For tland  113;  No.   2  rye,  Minneap.  llO'-llS;  No.  2 
yellow  corn,  K.C.  1121-120^;  St.  Louis  115;  ^0,  3,   Chi.  109^-112^;  No. 
3  white  oats,  Minneap.   50  l/g-51  l/g;  K.C.  5^-56-^;  Chi.  51-53;  St.  Louis 
53^;  No,  1  malting  harley,  Minneap,  136-13^;  No.  3  good  malting,  Minneap 
127-13^;  h"o.  2,  Minneap,  ^5-93;  No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  222^-229. 

Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  $2.35"$2.75  P^r  IOC  pounds  in 
eastern  cities;   $1.92^-=-$!.  97'J'  f.o.D.  Presque  Isle.     Wisconsin  sacked 
Round  Whites  $2.35-$2.^0  carlot  sales  in  Chicago.-     Idaho  sacked  Russet 
Biorhanks  $3.35"$3.5C'  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;   $2.55-$2.65  f.o.h.  Idaho 
Palls.     New  York.  Yellow  onions  5^^~75^^  P©^  ^O"j)ovnid.  sack  in  the  East; 
ho^-^od^  f.o,h,  Rochester.     Midwestern  stock  5^^-75^^        consuming  centers 
55^^'-63g^  f.o.h.  West  Michigan  points.     New  York  Danish  type  cahhage  Uo^- 
75?^  pe3?  5^"P0^^^  sack  in  terminal  m.arkets;  $15-$17  sacked  per  ton  f.o.h, 
Rochester,     Texas  Pomiestic  ro-and  t;}'pe  $1,50-$1,75  per  lettuce  crate  in 
city  markets.     New  York  U.  S.ttI,   2^  inch  minimum  Rhode  Island  G-reening 
apples  $1.25"-.$l.Uo  per  "bushel  hasket  in  New  York;   $1.10-$1.20  f.o.D, 
Rochester.     New  York  Mcintosh  $1.5C-$2,in  New  York;   $1.50--$1.6o  f.o.h, 
Rochester, 

The  average  price  for  Middling  7/p  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  advanced  5  points  fro  mi  the  previous  close  to  13.^5 
cents  per  po~and.     On  tP^e  samie  day  last  year  the  price  was  11.23  cents. 
March  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  5  points 
to  12, SO  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  U  points 
to  12. 7U  cents. 

T-liolesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  "tutter  at  New  York  were.'  92 
Score,   3^4  cents;   9I  Score,   3^  cents;  9^   Score,  3^  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  No.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York  were:  Flats,  I9J  cents 
S. Palsies,   l^^-lZ^  cents;  Y. Americas,   lo^-l^^f  cents.     Wholesale  prices  0 
fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors, at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Comipany  quotations^ 
were :  Specials,   2^-2^-^  cents;  Standards,   23-|--23f  cents;  Firsts,  22-22t 
cents.     (Prepared  "by  BAE) 
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DAILY  DIGEST 

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
of  importance. 
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LONG-  DHOUGHT  President  Roosevelt  shaped  a  long-term  droiight  program 

PHOG-HAM  yesterday  to  dovetail  v/ith  the  vast  public  works  and  flood 

control  plans  he  recently  handed  Congress.    Before  him  were 
detailed  recommendations  of  federal  experts  who  have  "been  seeking  means  to 
prevent  ratm^e  disasters  like  the  1S34  and  1936  droughts  on  the  G-reat  Plains. 
Administration  planners  who  fram.ed  the  report  said  it  v/ould  take  20  to  25 
years  to  carry  out  the  program  in  the  area  which  stretches  frcmi  the  Canadian 
"border  to  Texas,  east  of  the  Hocky  Liountains  and  west  of  the  Ivlississippi . ( A#P, ) 


URGES  PAHI^  Legislation  to  "establish  the  future  agricultural  pros- 

OYri^"SHSHIP  perity  of  the  national  on  a  safe  foundation"  through  increas- 

ing farm.  OY/nership  was  recommended  in  a  report  considered 
yesterday  "by  the  Association  of  Southern  Agricultural  V.'orkers,  says  a  Nash- 
ville report  "by  the  Associated  Press.     The  report,  prepared  after  a  three- 
year  study  of  the  South' s  farm  tenancy  and  sharecropping  proolems,  approved 
in  principle  the  $500,000,000  Jones-Bar^khead  Dill,  now  before  Congressional 
committees,    A  number  of  changes  in  the  bill  were  suggested  and  the  report 
asked  that  the  association's  Committee  for  Increased  Parm^  Ownership  have 
opportunity  to  appear  at  congressional  hearings  to  express  their  views. (A, P.) 


TOBACCO  Cigars,   cigarettes  and  other  forms  of  tobacco  yielded 

RECEIPTS  the  government  $536,102,850  in  internal  revenue  collections 

during  the  calendar  year  1936,  the  Treasury  announced  yes- 
terday.    Tliis  compared  with  $478,367,718  in  1935  and  the  low  of  $387,271,269 
in  1932.     Collections  fromx  tobacco  receipts  were  the  highest  on  record,  even 
exceeding  the  peak  prosperity  years  of  1925  and  1929,  the  Internal  Revenue 
Bureau  said.     The  total  collection  of  internal  revenue  from  all  sources  in 
1936  amounted  to  $3,787,336,000,   compared  with  $3,359,229,745  for  1935. (Press. ) 

NEW  YORK  MILK  Demands  for  "teeth"  in  the  New  York  L/Iilk  Control  Law 

CONTROL  LAV,'         provided  a  common  m.eeting  ground  yesterday  for  opponents 

and  proponents  of  the  law  as  they  voiced  their  opinions 
before  a  four teen-member  joint  legislative  committee  in  a  public  hearing 
at  Rochester.    The  committee  was  told  that  "chiseling"  was  undermining  the 
milk  business  and  that  -the  failure  to  include  adeq'oate  enforcement  m.ethods 
in  the  law  was  responsible  for  this  condition.     Farmers,   dealers  and  others 
who  spoke  appeared  in  general  agreement  on  this.     (New  York  Times.) 
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Biennial  "In  these  days  of  planned  production  a  uniform  out- 

Apple  Bearing       put  is  the  ideal,  whether  it  "be  met  or  ca-rs  or  ap"ples," 

says  an  editorial  in  the  C-ardeuers'  Chronicle  (London, 
January  15).     "...Nature's  method  of  supply  permits  violent  and  irregular 
fluctuations  from  year  to  year,   complicated  still  further,  in  some  fruit 
trees,   oy  a  biennial  cycle  of  low  and  high  output... In  these  days  of  quotas 
and  cold  storage,  prices  in  a  year  of  plenty  do  not  necessarily  balance 
those  in  a  season  of  scarcity.    Any  investigation  \'hich  has  as  its  aim  the 
elimination  of  seasonal  fluctuation  in  the  yield  of  fruit  will  interest 
both  growers  and  gardeners.     In  a  recent  paper  from  East  Hailing  Research 
Station,  the  factors  governing  the  biennial  bearing  of  apple  trees  are  dis- 
cussed, .  .The  .best  results  7/ere  obtained  hy  p-onishing  the  trees  ,  when  they 
had  committed  the  crime  of  producing  a  poor  crop ..  .Blossom  was  rem.oved  from 
the  trees  in  a  year  when  they  should  have  borne  a  large  crop .. .Trees  which, 
before  stripping,  were  in  step  with  untreated  trees,  v/ere,  after  stripping, 
out  of  step.    They  bore  large  crops  when  the  control  trees  gave  a  low  yield, 
while  in  the  next  season  the  position  Y/as  reversed, .  .These  investigations 
show  that  v/e  do  not  lack  means  to  control  biennial  bearing.     We  can  eschew, 
so  far  as  we  are  able,  those  varieties  whicn  do  not  crop  regularly  every 
season.     If  we  already  possess  trees  with  biennial  tendencies,  there  are 
two  lines  of  attack.     We  can  try  the  effect  of  sp^ar  pruning  or  partial 
stripping.     If  these  m.ethods  are  of  no  avail  it  may  be  possible  to  grass 
down  the  trees  and  3pJ)ly,  with  judgment,  nitrogenous  fertilizers.    As  these 
researches  have  shown  that  apple  varieties  are  individualistic  in  their 
behavior  we  must  not  be  surprised  if  often  we  fa.il..." 

Yellow  Corn  "5'our  new  yellow  corn  varieties,  Yellow  Surecropper, 

Varieties  G-olden  Thomas,  Yellov/  Tuxpan  and  G-olden  June  are  now  avail- 

able to  farmers  who  v/ish  to  replace  their  old  adapted  white 
varieties  with  yello?;  corn  of  a  high  vitamin  potency,"  says  A.  D.  Jackson 
of  the  Texas  Experiment  Station  in  the  G-rain  Dealers  Journal  (January  27), 
"A  10-year  breeding  program  at  the  Texas  Experiment  Station  designed  to 
introduce  yellow  color  into  well  established  and  productive  white  Texas 
varieties  is  nearing  completion  and  seed  of  the  nev;  yellow  types  is  now 
available  to  farmers  through  seed  growers  and  seedsmen, . .Unt il  the  yellow 
color  was  bred  into  Surecropper  and  other  popular  varieties  of  white  »ijcrn, 
there  were  no  varieties  of  yellow  corn  available  in  the  state  that  would 
yield  as  well  as  white  corn,   except  on  the  fertile  soils  of  central  Texas, 
In  fact,  the  records  show  that  the  best  white  corn  varieties  yielded  about 
12  percent  m.ore  than  the  best  of  the  old  yellow  varieties  and  since  the 
high  yielding  strains  of  white  corn  have  had  the  yellow  character  bred 
into  them  with  a  resulting  yellow  grain  rich  in  vitamin  A,  the  farmer  is 
able  to  produce  as  high  yields  of  yellow  corn  as  he  can  of  v/hite." 

Hatanuska  Matanuska  colonists  received  notice  recently  from  the 

Colony  Alaska  Rehabilitation  Corporation  they  are  going  on  a  cash 

basis.    The  new  system^  is  founded  on  the  "no  work,  no  eat" 
principle.    Rose  L.  Sheely,  manager  of  the  corporation,  wrote  all  colonists 
that  a  work-credit  scheme  will  replace  the  present  arrangement  under  which 
subsistence  is  provided  on  credit.    He  said  the  new  system  was  started  to 
encourage  the  colonists  to  clear  land  and  erect  buildings,  work  for  which 
they  would  be  paid.     (A. P.) 
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Congress,  The  Senate  passed  the  first  deficiency  appropriation 

Feb.  5  ■     bill  for  1957  (rl.H.  5587).    As  passed,  this  bill  contains 

an  item  of  cp789,00C,CC0  for  energencj  relief,  an  it  en  of 
$2,045,000  for  fighting  and  preventing  forest  fires  and  an-  item  of  c?10G,- 
000  for  enforcement  of  the  corjjitodity'  exchange  act.    Pcjrs'j^nt  to  the  pro- 
visions of  E.J. Res.  81  to  create  a  joint  -congrossional  corrdiftee  on  govern- 
nent  organization,  which  was  approved  by  the  President  earlier  in  the  day 
(iTo\7  Pub  .Res.  4)  the  folloT/ing  were  appointed  mexibers  of  the  conirdttee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate:  Senators  Hobinson,  3yrnes,  5yrd,  O'Mahoney,-  3arhle;> 
Harrison,  1'c".c.t'j,  To-.7nsead  and  ilorris.    Both  Hcases  received  a  r-ossage 
from  the  President  (and  accompanying  papers)  regarding  a  long-range  plan 
for  public  7/orhs  ("rl.Doc.  140)  .    The  rr.essage  was  printed  in  the  Record. 
Both  Ir-Ioiises  also  received  a  i-ess-age  'frorn  the  President  transmitting  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  recommending  legislation  to  authorize 
an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  expenses  of  participation  by  the  United 
States  in  the  Eleventh  International  Dairy  Congress,  to  be  held  in  Ber- 
lin, Germar^-,  in- August  1957.    The  Hous'e  passed  the  independent  offices 
appropriation  bill  (H.R .  4064)  for  1958. ■    The  House  received  a  letter  from 
the  Acting  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  transmitting  the  draft  of  a  proposed 
amendment  to  the  act  approved  August  24,  1912  (57  Stat.  457)  to  authorize 
certain  officers  and  employees  to  adr.inister  oaths  to  ex]jense  accounts; 
referred  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  Executive  Departme:.t s . 

Frozen  Food  Donald  K.  Tressler,  author  of  "Frozen  Fr-oits  and  Vege- 

Future  •    tables"  in  the  Fruit  Products'  Jo'ji^nal  (January)  says  in  part 

"^^nen  the  distribution  of  frozen  foods  becor.es  more  general, 
tli«  food  habits  of  this  and  other  countries  v;iir  change  rapidly.  The 
people  of  sm.all  tov—.s  where  ocean  fish  a.re  not  now  available  v;ill  begin 
eating  frozen  seafoods.    An  important  industry  engaged  in  the  freezing 
of  tropical    fruits  and  vegetables  will  spring  up.     Frozen  r.angoes,  avo-' 
cadoes,  dates,  persimjr.ons,  papayas  and  many  other  tropical  and  semi- 
tropical  fruits  which  cannot  now  be  kept  long  in  the  fresh  state,  will 
be  sold  in  steadily  increasing  a'uantities  as  the  people  of  the  tem.perate 
zones  get  to  know  them..    These  frozen  tropical  fr'uits  will  also  be  util- 
ized for  the  making  of  fruit  ice  crea:.:s  ai^^d  ice  cream,  seduces.     On  the 
other  hand,  the  vegetables  grown  only  in  cool  cli.mates,  e.g.,  brocoli, 
cauliflower,  peas,   spinach,  etc.,  will  be  frozen  and  .marketed  in  increas- 
ingly large  quantities  to  the  peoples  of  the  semi-tropical  and  tropical 
regions.    As  the  de.mai'.d  for  frozen  fruits  and  vegetables  grows,  processes 
of  freezing  many  other  vegetables  will  be  worked  out.     Frozen  nectarines, 
pli:iins,  beets,  ne?/  potatoes,   sauerkraut,  Brussels  sprouts  and  many  other 
frozen  fruits  and  vegetables  now  now  offered  will  be  added  to  the  list  of 
products.    In  addition,  mixed  vegetables  such  as  soccotash  will  be  offered. 
At  present  only  a  few  mechanical  refrigerators  have  one  or  m.ore  compart- 
ments for  the  holding  of  frozen  foods.    7^'.en  the  use.  of  these  foods  be- 
come general,  household  refrigerators  '-vill  all  req^oire  large  compartments 
maintained  at  10  degrees  F.  or  below  for  the  storage  of  a  reserve  s'jpply. 
of  frozen  foods." 

Cuban  Sugrir  Cuban  shipments  of  raw  sugar  to  the  United  States  in 

the  period  January  1  to  50  aggregated  178,571  long  tons, 
raw  value,  against  115,212  tons  for  the  same  period  in  1956,  an  increase 
of  57,9  percent,  Lamborn's  S-ogar  i'ews  announced.  (A.?.) 
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Fe'br'xarj^  U  —  Live-stock  at  Chicago  (Closing  Quo  tat  ions)  :  Slo.ugh.ter 
cattle,   calves  and  vealers,   steers  9'^C-13CG  Ihs  good  and  choice  9»75~ 
13«75;  co'Ts  good  6,CO'-7»CC;  heifers  550-75^  l'c>s  good  and  choice  S,75~ 
12. OC;  vealers  good  and  choice  9»OC)-10.5C;  feeder  and  stockcr  steers 
500-1050  Ihs  good  and  choice  6. 75-9. CO,    Hogs:     1dC-2C0- Ihs ' good  and 
choice  lC.OO-lC.3O;  200-250  res  good  and  choice  10.15-10,30;  250-35C  Ihs 
good  and  choice  IC. 10-10. 3C;  slaughter  pigs  100-1^0  Ihs  good  and  choice 
S,25-9»75»     Slaughter  sheep  -and  l-amhs,  lamhs  good  ojid  choice  9C  Ihs  dc^ 

10. 15-10.  S5.. 

Grain:  No.  1  D, No .  Spr. Wheat*  Ivlinneap,  ik'J  7/?-lU9  7/S;  No.  2  D.No. 
Spr.*  Iv'Iinneap.  1U6  7/S-l4s_7/S;  No.  2  Am'.Iur,*  ivlinneap.  ikl^lkH;  No.  1 
H. Amber  Durum,  Duluth,  lU3f"l6li;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  it.G.  13U«lUc%;  Chi. 
1354~139i;  No.  l  S.R.Wr.  St.  Louis  1^3;  No.  1  Vf.Tn.  Portland  112-i-;  No. 
2  r-e,  Iviinneap.  IC9  5/S-ll^  5/S;  No.  2  vello^T  corn,  K.C.  12^^--12li;-  St. 
Louis  ll9j;  No.  3,   Chi  „  1094--113|-;  No.  3  -hite  oats,  Iviinneap.  U9  l/g-  - 
50  l/g;  K.'C.  5^^7;  Chi.  504-52^;  St.  Louis  5^;  No.  1  malting  oarlev, 
iJinneap,  I36-I3S;  No.  3  good  malting,  I.linneap.  127~13'^;  2,  Minneap, 

83-91 ;  No,  1  fla:..seed,  Ivlinneap.  220-227. 

ivio.ine  sacked  Green  iviounto.in  potatoes  $2.5C~$2.75  P-^         pounds  in 
eastern  cities;  $1.97'2"  f.o.o,  Presque  Isle.     TTisconsin  sacked  Hound 
Tnites  .$2.U0-$2, 50  carlct  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.15  1,0,  c.  Waupaca.  Idaho- 
sacked  Busset  Burhank-'  --^3. 37i^$3 •  ^G  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.6c~$2.65 
f.o.b.  Idaho  Falls,     I' >  jrida  Bli  ss  Trromphs  $1.9C~$2.  25  per  "bushel  crate 
in  city  markets;  $1.5-  f.o.h,  Fompano.     Ne77  York  Danish  tirpe  c  ah  cage  50^^ 
75^  psr  5C-po-and  sack  In  terminal  m.o.rkets;  $15~$17  sacked  per  ton  f.o.h. 
Rochester,     Texas  Rq-jsli  t^npe  $1,5G~$1.75  P^r  lettr.ce  crate  in  city  mar- 
kets.    No-:  York  Yello"  onions  5G^5^-^  P^^  5C-pound  sack  in  the  East;  5^5^'" 
5S^  f.o.o,  Rochester.     L^id^-e stern  stock  55^-SC(^  in  cumsuming  centers; 
60^-65^  f.o.h.  West  Michigan  points.    Nct  York,  U.  S.#l,  2-g-  inch  minimum, 
Rhode  Island  Greening  apples  $1.25~$1.5*^  P^^  hushel  "basket  in  Ne-r  York; 
$1.15-$1.2C  f.o.De  Rochester.     Ne:7  York  l.lclntosh  $1.50-$l.g5  in  Ne-  York. 

The  coverage  p.rice  for  Middling  7/^  inc'h  sioot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  declined  3  p-i^its  from-  the  previous  close  to  13.02 
cents  per  pound.     On  the  same  day  last  3^eo.r  the  price  T7as  11. 36  cents. 
March  fut'ore  contracts  on  the  Not:  York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  5  points 
to  12.75  cents  and  on  the  Ne-j  Orleans  Cotton  Sxchangq/dec lined  h  points 
to  12. 70  cents .  •  •  ■ 

Wliolesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  "butter  at  Not:  York  vere:  92 
Score,  cents;  9I  Score,  34  cents;  90  Score,  33^  cents.  Wholesale 

prices  of  No.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  Ne\7  York  vjere:  Flats,  19i  cents; 
S. Daisies,   18-^-lg-^  cents;  Y.Americas,   IS-J-lof  cents,     Tnolesale  prices  of 
fresh  eggs,  mixed  coliurs,  at  Ne';-  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  qu-^tations) 
-rere:  Specials,  2^-2^-1  cents;   Standards,   23f~2U  cents;  Firsts,  22-23t 
CBnts.     (Prepared  "by  BAE) 

^Prices  hasis  ordinary  protein. 
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Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information.  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
of  importance. 


as 

Vol.  LXIV,  No.  :®  Section  1.  FeT^raary  S,  1937 

U.S.  PHILIPPIIIE  ■  The  Tariff  Commission  reported  yesterday  trade  agree- 
TEAEE  PLAN  ments  with  foreign  nations  stand  in  the  way  of  a  prefer- 

ential tariff  arrangement  with  the  Philippines,  hut 
pointed  to  a  way  out.     The  commercial  treaties,  the  commission  said  in  a 
detailed  survey  of  United  States-Philippine  trade,  are  subject  to  termina- 
tion not  later  than  19^1>  whereas  the  Philippines  under  existing  legisla- 
tion are  not  to  "be  independent  until  19^6.     "The  United  States,  therefore, 
could  prohahly  renew  the  agreements  on  condition  that  the  various  foreign 
governments  recognize  that  the  Philippines  would  he  ezempt  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the   'most  favored  nation'  clause,"  said  the  commission.   (A, P.) 


BRITISH  Alarmed  hy  a  huge  increase  in  imports  of  Japanese 

COTTON  cotton  goods,  which,   it  is  declared,  are  heing  finished 

in  Lancashire  and  re  shipped  to  the  British  dominions  as 
British  product s>    Lancashire  Memhers  of  Parliament  are  pressing  the 
government  to  confine  the  definition  of  British  cotton  to  "fahrics  spun, 
woven  and  processed  in  the  United  Kingdom,^'     says  a  London  wireless  to  the 
New  York  Times.     The  Board  of  Trade,  it  is  said,  has  endeavored  to  allay 
the  storm  hy  promising  an  inquiry. 

CALVES  GO  A  Lima,  Peru,   cahle  to  the  New  York  Times  says  nine 

BY  PLANE  2-month-old  pedigreed  hull  calves  were  carried  Friday 

from  Lima  to  Cajamarca  hy  plane.     They  were  wrapped  in 
teurlap  sacking  for  the  journey.     The  total  load  was  1,C50  pounds  and  the 
maximum  altitude  on  the  trip  lU,000  feet.     The  flight  from  Trujillo  to 
Cajam.arca  v/as  made  in  forty-five  minutes.     The  plane  returned  to  Trujillo 
in  thirty  minutes. 


ALBERTA  The  miost  serious  livestock  crisis  in  thirty  years 

STOCK  MivAG-E  was  reported  Saturday  night  hy  Southern  Alherta  ranch- 

ers as  a  result  of  forty-five  days  of  unbroken  winter. 
Some  ranchers  listed  cattle  losses  of  22  per  cent,   chiefly  breeding 
stock,   since  surplus  cattle  was  sold  last  Pali  because  of  the  feed  short- 
age.    Peed  reserves  also  are  now  down  to  a  dangerous  level.     Horses  were 
reported  dying  in  m.any  areas.     Sheep  ranchers  hare  lost  many  old  ewes  and 
feared  their  losses  mdght  be  heavier.     There  has  been  heavy  snowfall  and 
sub-zero  temperatures  prevailed  for  more  than  a  month.   (A.  P.  ) 
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Congress,  On  Fe'bruary  4  the  House  debated  H.J.Hes.  96  to  extend 

Teb.  4,  5  the  authority  of  the  President  under  section  350  of  the 

Tariff  Act  of  1930,  as  amended  (authorizing  reciprocal  trade 
agreements) .    The  House  received  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture transmitting  a  proposed  bill  to  be  approved  by  Congress  for  the  re- 
lief of  'W.  R.  luchs ,  former  disb^arsing      officer  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture; referred  Committee  on  Claims.    Messrs.  Buchanan,  Taylor  of  Colorado, 
Woodrum,  Tab errand  Bacon  were  appointed  House  conferees  on  the  first  defi- 
ciency^Dill  t^.K.  3587)  for  1937.     The  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the 
Executive  Departments  reported  out  without  amendment  H.R.  146  tc  require 
contractors  on  public  bmlding  projects  to  name  their  subcontractors,  m^a- 
terial  men  and  supply  men  and  for  other  purposes  (H.Rept.  178).     On  Febru- 
ary 5  both  Houses  received  a  message  from  the  President  (H.Doc.  142)  on 
reorganization  of  the  judicial  branch  of  the  government,  which  was  printed 
in  the  Record.    Messrs.  Adams,  G-lass,  HcKellar,  Hayden  and  Hale  were  ap- 
pointed Senate  conferees  on  the  first  deficiency  appropriation  bill  (H.R. 
3587)   for  1S37.    The  House  continued  debate  on  H.J. Res.  96  to  extend  the 
authority  of  the  President  under  section  350  of  the  Tariff  Act  of  1930  as 
amended  (authorizing  reciprocal  trade  agreements) .    The  conference  report 
on  the  first  deficiency  appropriation  bill  (H.R.  3587)  for  1937  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  House.     The  item  for  emergency  relief  remains  at  the  Senate 
figure  of  $789,000,000.    The  two  items  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
($2,045,000  for  fighting  and  preventing  forest  fires  and  $100,000  for  en- 
forcement of  the  commodity  exchange  act)  were  not  subject  to  conference  and 
remain  unchanged.    Messrs.  Buchanan,  Cochran,  Warren,  Vinson  of  Kentucky, 
Robinson  of  Utah,  Mead,  Kniffen,  Taber  and  G-ifford  were  appointed  members 
of  the  joint  committee  on  government  organization,  pursuant  to  the  provi- 
sions of  Public  Resolution  No.  4,  75th  Congress. 


Alligator  Male  alligators  are  being  made  into  feminine  sanrians 

Sex  Studies       by  two  scientists  at  the  University  of  Rochester.    How  the 

transformation,  which  the  scientists  term  "development  of 
egg-laying  organs",  is  accomplished,  will  be  told  when  the  Rochester  chap- 
ter of  Sigma  Xi ,  honorary  scientific  fraternity,  puts  on  its  annual  exhi^- 
bition  February  32.    The  work  of  Dr.  Robert  K.  Burns,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  R. 
Forbes  parallels  the  studies  of  Dr.  Benjamin  H.  Willier,  professor  of  zool- 
ogy in  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  who,  by  injecting  theelin  into 
the  shells  of  incubating  eggs  has  caused  all  eggs  in  a  given  hatch  to  pro- 
duce female  chicks.    Use  of  a  male  hormone  reverses  this  process.     (New  York 
Times.) 

Sears  Roebuck  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Company's  gross  sales  for  the  fiscal 

Sales  Record      year  which  ended  January  29  broke  all  company  records. 

Sales  for  the  period  January  30,  1936,  to  January  29,  1937, 
totaled  $526,292,136,  an  increase  of  26.2  percent  compared  with  the  previ- 
ous year. 

No  Bank  No  failures  marred  the  record  of  our  national  banks  in 

Failures  the  fiscal  year  ended  on  October  31,  1936,  J.F.T.  O'Connor, 

Controller  of  the  Currency,  anno'onced  in  his  annual  report 
yesterday.    This  was  the  first  such  unblemished  12  months  in  55  years.  The 
last  national  bank  to  close  its  doors  was  the  Commercial  National  Bank  of 
Bradford,  Pa.,   failing  on  September  30,  1935.  (press.) 
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Refrigeration  "The  manufact"are  of  Brit isli-  veneered  products  is  the 

for  Veneer         latest  industrial  application  of  refrigeration,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  assemhling  of  veneer  patterns  on  to  plywood," 
says  Cold  Storage  (January  21,  London) .     "The  plywood  hacking  is  passed 
through  a  machine  which  glues  it  on  one  side.     The  veneer  pattern  is  then 
placed  on  the  glued  ply^vood  and  the  whole  is  put  into  a  large  press. 
This  press  is  specially  constructed  of  a  number  of  hollow  plates  through 
which  "both  hot  and  refrigerated  water  can  be  circulated.    1/Vhen  the  panels 
are  first  placed  in  it,  hot  water  is  pmpod  into  the  plates  to  maintain 
the  flue  'tacky'.    The  press  is  then  closed.     It  has  about  20  pressing 
plates  in  all  and  presses  a  large  nunber  of  panels  at  a  time.     Pressure  ■ 
having  been  applied,  the  hot  water  is  replaced  by  ice  cold  water,  which 
quickly  sets  the  glue.    The  panels  are  then  taken  out  of  the  press  with 
the  veneer  firmly  glued  to  the  plywood  backing.    The  process  takes  about 
10  minutes  and  replaces  an  old  process  requiring  about  four  hours,  which 
employed  hot  zinc  plates  and  relied  upon  natural  cooling  to  set  the  ^lue." 

Fertilizer  Average  fertilizer  application  on  wheat  in  Ohio — 175 

for  l/iTheat  pounds  to  the  acre — could  be  doubled  with  profit.    This  is 

revealed  by  fertilizer  experiments  carried  on  since  1928 
on  experiment  farms  in  10  scattered  Ohio  counties.     In  all  these  tests 
a  2-14-4  fertilizer  has  been  applied  to  wheat,  the  acre  rate  being  425 
pounds  in  nine  counties  and  360  pounds  in  one  county.    As  an  average  for 
all  counties,  the  fertilizer  treatment  has  increased  the  yield  of  wheat 
over  non-fertilized  plots  by  14.9  bushels  an  acre.    The  fertilizer  has 
also  given  an  additional  benefit  on  the  clover  following  the  wheat,  the 
average  gain  in  clover  being  1,300  pounds  of  hay.     Farm  crops  specialists 
at  Ohio  Experiment  Station  say  the  175-pound  per  acre  average  fertilizer 
application  on  wheat  in  Ohio  would  be  expected  to  add  seven  bushels  to 
the  acre  yield  in  an  average  season.     (Farm  Journal,  January.) 

Milk  Irradiation  Because  of  the  increased  use  of  irradiated  fluid 

Method  and  evaporated  milk,  experimenters  in  the  dairy  depart- 

ment of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  have  been  seeking  to 
improve  the  process  and  apparatus  employed  in  increasing  the  vitamin  D 
content  of  milk,  says  a  Madison  report  in  the  American  Creamery  and  Poul- 
try Produce  Review  (January  27) .    A  successful  prodedure  for  making  such 
measurement  has  now  been  devised  by  H.  H.  Beck,  K.  G-.  Weckel  and  K.  C. 
Jackson,  of  the  dairy    staff  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,   in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Alumni  Research  Foundation.    The  method  is  to  project  a 
very  narrow  beam  of  light  on  to  the  metal  surface  of  the  irradiation  ap- 
paratus at  an  angle  incidence  of  45  degrees  and  the  reflected  beam  is 
measured.    A  film  of  milk  is  then  allowed  to  run  over  the  apparatus  and 
the  change  in  the  position  of  the  reflected  beams  are    parallel,  the  dis- 
tance between  them  can  be  determined  and  this  makes  it  possible  to  cal- 
culate the  thickness  of  the  film  by  applying  principles  of  geometry.  The 
use  of  the  new  light  beam  reflecting  method  for  measuring  the  thickness 
of  films  has  permitted  workers  at  the  university  to  determine  the  rela- 
tionship between  the  physical  properties  of  flowing- films  and  the  effec- 
tiveness of  ultra  violet  radiation. 
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Forestry  School  "♦..Objection  has  "been  voiced  against  the  increasing 

Standards  demands  made  by  the  Forest  Service  for  a  higher  standard 

of  education  by  students  seeking  to  enter  the  service," 
says  an  editorial  in  The  Timberman  (January).     "The  argument  is  advanced 
that  the  present  curriculum  in  the  forestry  schools  does  not  provide  for 
the  vocational  training  demanded  by  the  Forest  Service.    This  is  doubtless 
true;  but  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Forest  Service  that  its  standards 
require  a  steadily  increasing  technical  and  scientific  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  applicants.     The  science  of  fire  suppression  and  control,  for  ex- 
ample, has  steadily  moved  forward.     Weather  prognostications  and  baromet- 
rical forecasts  are  now  an  accepted  part  of  forest  fire  prevention.  To 
assume  that  the  Forest  Service  practices  must  not  keep  pace  with  success- 
ful progress  in  order  that  forestry  graduates  without  the  necessary  quali- 
fications, may  be  eligible  for  employment  is  of  course  untenable  and  il- 
logical.   As  a  suggestion,  it  might  be  a  good  idea  to  call  conferences 
in  the  various  states  and  provinces  of  the  managers  and  superintendents 
in  the  logging,  lumber,  plywood,   seasoning  and  pulp  industries  and  ascer- 
tain the  type  of  training  which  would  best  fit  men  studying  in  the  forestry 
schools,  to  enter  the  branches  of  the  industry." 

T^Jatural  Plant  .  Maurice  Copisarow,  Research  Laboratory,  Manchester, 

Protection         England,  in  a  letter  to  Science  (January  29)   discusses  the 

protection  of  plants  and  says  that  greater  stress  on  the 
augmentation  of  the  plant's  natural  means  of  protection  might  perhaps  les- 
sen the  recourse  to  artificial  protective  means.     "From  the  work  of  Green- 
bank  on  the  inhibition  of  rancidity  in  fats  and  oils  (with  a  possible 
extension  to  cereals)  by  maleic  acid  and  that  of  Copisarow  on  (a)  the 
bactericidal  and  fungicidal  properties  of  maleic  acid,   (b)  the  close  chem- 
ical and  physiological  resemblance,  if  not  identity,  of  maleic  acid  with 
the  nat'oral  inhibitor — 'blastokolin' — present  in  fruits  and  vegetables 
and  (c)  the  probable  transition  of  this  inhibitor  into  the  natural  ac- 
celerator (ethylene) ,  a  transformation  marking  the  ripening  stage  in  fruit 
development  and  expressed  chemically  by  the  degradation  of  maleic  acid 
to  ethylene  and  carbon  dioxide — it  appears  that  the  substitution  of  the 
poison  sprayers  by  the  natural  inhibitor  may  constitute  a  practical  means 
of  assisting  the  plant's  self-protection.    As  in  the  case  of  stored  fruit 
and    vegetables,   spraying  with  a  solution  or  emulsion  of  m.aleic  acid  in 
ethereal  oil,  paraffin,   solvent  naphtha  or  some  other  suitable  medim  may 
perhaps  be  found  effective  for  such  plant  treatment.     The  application  of 
maleic  acid  may  extend  not  only  to  bacteria  and  fungi,  but  also  to  insects 
in  the  early  stages  of  their  metamorphosis.    Again  the  presence  of  the 
inhibitor  in  seeds  and  its  ready  diffusion  in  an  aqueous  medium  suggests 
the  possibility  of  treating  the  seeds  with  maleic  acid  as  an  anti-virus 
measure. . , " 

Textile  The  G-overning  Body  of  the  International  Labor  Office 

Conference         has  named  a  delegation  of  nine  members  to  represent  it  at 

the  textile  conference  to  be  held  in  Vfeshington  early  in 
April,   says  a  Geneva  wireless  to  the  New  York  Times.    The  delegation  in- 
cludes three  government,  three  employer  and  three  worker  representatives 
in  the  Governing  Body. 
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February  6  —  Livestock  at  Chicago  (Closing  Quotations) :  Slaughter 
cattle,   calves  and  vealers,  steers  9^^0-1300  l"bs  good  and  choice  9»75"- 
13.75;  cows  good  6.00-7«00;  heifers  55^^75'^  Its  good  and  choice  2»75~ 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  9»CO~10,50»'  feeder  and  stocker  steers 
500-1050  lbs  good  and  choice  6.75~9,00.    Eogs  :  16O-200  lbs  good  and  choice 
10,10-10.35;  20C'-250  lbs  good  and  choice  10.2C-10.35;  25O-35O  lbs  good  and 
choice  10. 15-10. 35;  slaughter  pigs  100-lUo  lbs  good  and  choice  S.25-9»^5« 
Slaughter  sheep  and  lambs,   lambs  good  and  choice  90  l"bs  do\7n  10,25-11.00. 

Grain:  No.  1  L.No.Spr.  'Wheat*  Minneap.  iks^-l^l^;  No.  2  D.No.Spr.* 
Minneap.  lUg^-150|-;  No.  2  Am.Dur.*  Minneap.  1U3-IU9;  No,  1  H. Amber  Durum, 
Duluth,  145-163;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K.C.  135-l4li;  Chi.  136-|-lUC^;  St, 
Louis  ihl  (Nom);  No.  2  S.R.T7r.  St.  Louis  1U3  (Norn);  No.  I  W.Wh.  Portland 
ll4J;  No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  III-II6;  No.  2  yellow  corn,  K.C.  120421;  St. 
Louis  117i;  No.  3,  Chi,  111-112^;  St,  Louis  115;  No,  2  mixed,  St.  Louis 
llUJ;  No.  3  whote  oats,  Minneap.  U9  7/S;  K.C.  54^56;  Chi.  51-52^; 

St.  Louis  5^»*      •  1  malting  barley,  Minneap,  136-13?^;  No,  3  good  malting, 
Minneap,  127-13^;  No.  2,  Minneap.  SU-93;  No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  222-229. 

Maine  sacked  Green  Mountain  potatoes  $2.U0-$2.75  P^r  '^^^  pounds  in 
eastern  cities;  $1.97'i'  f.o.b,  Presque  Isle.     Idaho  sacked  Russet  Burbanks 
$3.50  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.60-$2. 65  f.o.b,   Idaho  Palls.  Plorida 
Bliss  Triumphs  $1.75"$2,25  per  bushel  crate  in  c ity  markets;  $1.5^  f.o.b. 
Pompano,    New  York  Yellow  onions  6o^-SC(^  per  5^~po"and  sack  in  the  East; 
60^-65^2^  f.o.h.    Rochester,    Midwestern  stock  65v^-S0^z^  in  consuming  centers; 
65^-70^  f.o.b,  Grand  Rapids.      Nevj  York  Danish  type  cabbage  50^2^-S0^  per 
50-pound  sack  in  terminal  markets;   $15.5C""$17  sacked  per  ton  f,o,b, 
Rochester.     Texas  Round  type  $~..50-$2  per  lettuce  crate  in  terminal  mar- 
kets.    New  York  U,S.#1,  2-g-  inch  minimum  Rhode  Island  Greening  apples  $1.25- 
$1.50  per  bushel  basket  in  New  York;   $1,15  f.o.b.  Rochester.    New  York 
Mcintosh  $1.50-$2  in  New  York. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  j/^  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  declined  5  points  from  the  previous  close  to  12.97 
cents  per  pound.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  v/as  11, 3S  cents, 
March  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  5  points 
to  12.70  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  declined  6  points 
to  12, 6U  cents, 

Wliolesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  xiere:  92 
Score,  35  cents;  9I  Score,  3'^'  cents;  90  Score,  3U  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  No.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York  were;  Plats,  192"^^; 
S, Daisies,  Ig-^~1S-|-  cents;  Y.Americas,  lg-|-l?!j  cents.     Wholesale  prices  of 
fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  quotations) 
were:  Specials,  2U^2U-|  cents;  Standards,  2h  cents;  Firsts,  22l'*23j  cents, 
(Prepared  by  BAE) 


*Prices  basis  ordinary  protein. 
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Of  importance. 
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SMALL  HOME  The  first  step  in  coordinating  the  activity  of  wiits 

BUILDING-  in  the  small  home  huilding  field  was  taken  yesterday  at  a 

meeting  of  more  than  70  representatives  of  "building  m.aterial 
and  home  products  industries.    The  meeting  was  called  hy  Dr.  Wilson  Compton, 
secretary  and  manager  of  th^^Nat ional ^LumbRr  Manufacturers  Association  to 
develop  cooperation  in  ?ne^smaf I'^nome'^uni^s  in  1,000  communities  to  show 
that  it  is  possible  to  "build  attractive,  comfortable  homes  in  a  price  range 
of  $2,000  to  $4,500.     (Washington  Post.) 


GERMAN- SOVIET  A  Berlin  wireless  to  the  New  York  Times  says  Russia 

TRADE  BARG-AIN      apparently  has  found  a  painful  fashion  of  demonstrating  to 

the  Reich  her  displeasure  with  the  Berlin  government's 
worldwide  anti-Soviet  campaign.     She  is  not  delivering  the  raw  materials 
Germany  e;cpected  to  receive  through  the  1936  trade  agreement  and  a  200,000- 
000-mark  credit  in  1935.    The  Russians  have  suddenly  discovered  all  manner 
of  obstacles  to  delivering  the  promised  goods.     On  the  other  hand,  they 
have  continued  to  buy  German  machinery  on  credit.     Now  the  Germans,  it  is 
reported,  have  warned  Moscow  to  keep  its  side  of  the  bargain  and  make  the 
raw  materials  deliveries  or  the  credit  will  not  be  renewed  at  the  end  of 
this  year.    Such  a  move  comes  near  to  a  breach  in  commercial  relations. 


CANADIAN  The  newsprint  industry  is  using  up  Canada's  wealth  of 

NEV/SPRINT  forests  "at  a  prodigious  rate"  and  getting  little  for  it 

beyond  wages  for  the  industry's  workers,  Charles  Vining, 
president  of  the  Newspriiit  Association  of  Canada,  said  yesterday,  "The 
Canadian  mills  during  the  last  five  years  of  selling  ne^.'sprint  at  a  loss 
have  consumed  at  least  4,000  square  miles  of  forest,  equivalent  to  a  strip 
12  miles  wide,  stretching  from  Montreal  to  Toronto,"  Mr.  Vining  said. 
"The  newsprint  industry  in  1936  "had  a  record  high  in  tonnage  production 
but  a  record  low  in  price,"  Mr.  Vining  continued.     "La.st  mi0.nth''s  returns 
of  shipments  show  a  gain  over  last  January  of  25  percent  and  it  seems  safe 
to  predict  that  1937  means  a  nev;  high  record  in  tonnage  production..." 
(Canadian  Press.) 


CAi\[ADIAN  Exports  of  Canadian  wheat  in  the  12  months  to  January 

VffiEA.T  EXPORTS      31,  the  Cominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  reported  yesterday, 

amounted  to  245,273,237  bushels,  valued  at  ^{^232, 390,  627, 
against  167,849,765  at  $139,384,702  in  the  preceding  12  months.  (Canadian 
Press.)  
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Salts  in  C.  T.  Gregory,  Purdue  University  Extension  Service, 

G-reenhouse         is  author  of  "Excess  Soluble  Salts  in  G-reenhouse  Soils" 
Soils  in  Better  Crops  with  Plant  Eood  (January).    The  conclud- 

ing paragraph  says:   "Excess  soluble  salts  are  far  more 
common  in  greenhouses  than  growers  have  suspected.    Symptoms  may  be  mis- 
taken for  deficient  nitrates,  potash  deficiency  and  iron  deficiency.  •  The 
Thornton  plant  tissue  test  can  be  used  as  the  first  test  for  this  trouble. 
Plants  so  affected  will  ordinarily  be  filled  with  nitrates,  phosphates, 
and  potash— but  particularly  nitrates.    When  plants  have  the  appearance 
of  needing  plant  foods  and  yet  show  an  abundance  in  the  tissues,  the 
presence  of  soluble  salts  should  be  suspected," 

Increased  More  farms  were  purchased  from  the  federal  land  banks 

Earm  Sales         in  1936  than  in  any  previous  year  of  the  banks'  history, 

according  to  a  statement  by  Governor  Myers  of  the  Farm 
Credit  Adjninistrat ion.    Exceeding  1935  figures  by  more  than  50  percent, 
the  12  Tliahks  sold  from  their  accumulated  holdings  over  1-5,000  farm  proper- 
ties at  a  selling  price  of  $35,200,000  compared  with  9,700  for  $28,100,000 
in  1935.    The  sales  price  in  relation  to  carrying  value  increased  from  100 #6 
percent  in  1935  to  100.9  percent  last  year.    Approximately  75  percent  of 
the  farms  sold  by  the  land  banks  last  year  were  bought  by  farm  operators, 
(ECA,  No.  8-72.) 

Measuring  Because  of  the  increased  use  of  irradiated  fluid  and 

Milk  Eilm  evaporated  milk,  experimenters  in  the  dairy  departm^ent  of 

the  University  of  yisconsin  have  been  seeking  to  improve 
the  process  and  apparatus  employed  in  increasing  the  vitamin  D  content  of 
milk,  says  a  Madison  report  in  the  American  Creamery  and  Poultry  Produce 
Review  (January  27) .    A  successful  procedure  for  making  such  measurement 
has  now  been  devised  by  H.  H.  Beck,  K.  G.  Weckel  and  H.  C.  Jackson,  of 
the  dairy  staff  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Alumni  a.esearch  Eo'ondation.     The  method  is  to  project  a  very  narrow  beam 
of  light  on  to  the  metal  surface  of  the  irradiation  apparatus  at  an  angle 
incidence  of  45  degrees  and  the  reflected  beam  is  measured.    A  film  of  milk 
is  then  allowed  to  run  over  the  apparatus  and  the  change  in  the  position 
of  the  reflected  beam  is  measured.     Since  the  two  reflected  beams  are  paral- 
lel, the  distance  between  them  can  be  determined  and  this  makes  it  possible 
to  calculate  the  thickness  of  the  film  by  applying  principles  of  geometry. 

Phosphate  An  investment  for  superphosphate  equivalent  to  $1.65 

for  Pasture       an  acre  per  year  over  the  past  6  years  has  resulted  in  an 

average  increase  of  about  950  pounds  of  dry  matter  per  acre 
of  pasturage  for  a  group  of  farmers  cooperating  with  D.  H.  Dodd,  Ohio 
Experiment  Station.     In  addition  to  the  increased  yield  there  was  an  im- 
provement in  quality;  the  white  clover  content  was  changed  from  14  percent 
to  24  percent  and  weed  content  was  reduced  from  24.5  percent  to  13.5  per- 
cent.    Lime  has  been  the  first  requirement  for  improvement  where  the  soil 
was  too  acid  for  white  clover.    The  fertilizer  application  has  produced 
results  which  spread  over  a  number  of  years.     The  maximum  increase,  an 
average  of  1,313  pounds,  was  secured  the  third  year  after  treatment.  Best 
results  have  bean  secured  by  applying  about  400  pounds  of  superphosphate 
per  acre.     (Ohio  Farmer,  Jan.  30.) 
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Q-oail  in  "Q-uail,  for  the  first  time  in  history,  were  released 

C-eorgia  this  year  by  the  State  Game  and  Fish  Department  in  G-eorgia, " 

says  an  editorial  in  H'onto^r- Trade r-T rapper  ( Jan'oary)  .  "And 
these  \7erG  state-raised  quail,  produced  on  the  state  game  farm  in  De  Zalb 
Cfunty,    Fifty  pairs  were  released  through  the  sportsmen  of  the  Folk 
County  Game  Protective  Club  and  Floyd  County  Game  Protective  Association, 
The  release  is  described  as  laying  the  cornerstone  of  a  great  game  replen- 
ishing program,  leading  to  the  eventual  realization  of  the  state  department 
dream  of  a  Georgia  hunting  paradise.    The  birds  ^vill  be  given  full  protec- 
tion during  the  shooting  season  this  year  in  order  to  bring  them  through 
the  \7inter  in  fine  shape  for  the  breeding  season  next  spring.     It  is  obvi- 
ous that  the  Georgia  Game  and  Fish  Departm.ent  realizes  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  them  or  for  any  state  department  to  produce  on  a  game  farm  shoot- 
ing stock  for  the  public.    State  game  farms  can  be  expected  to  produce 
but  breeding  stock  alone.     This  breeding  stock  when  released  in  the  \7±ld. 
inust  be  relied  upon  to  produce  a  shooting  stock  at  a  more  reasonable  cost. 
Released  birds  must  be  protected  for  at  least  one  year  in  order  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  increase  and  multiply  and  reduce  the  state's  per 
head  investmient  in  them." 

Farm  Management  "The  Extension  Service  of  Texas  has  entered  a  field 

Demonstrations    which  has  long  needed  cultivation,  that  of  actual  demon- 
strations of  farm,  r.anagement , "     says  an  editorial  in  Farm 
and  Hanch  (Febr-aary  1),     "Plans  have  been  made  to  have  at  least  one  farm 
demonstration  in  every  county  in  the  state  served  by  a  county  agent.  All 
of  the  demonstrations  will  be  'under  the  supervision  of  S.  A.  Iv-cl.'illan, 
economist  in  farm.  managem.ent.     The  plan  contemplates  demonstrations  on  a 
farm-wide  basis,   taking  into  consideration  all  phases  of  agriculture  pe- 
culiar to  that  section  of  the  country  and  to  all  fields  of  home  improve- 
ment.    The  plan  contemplates  developing  a  practical  system  of  farm  manage- 
ment that  will  ins^jre  the  farm.er  a  com.fcrtable  living  and  lead  towards 
economic  Secui-ity,     Farm  and  Hanch  is  gratified  to  learn  that  farm  manage- 
ment will  be  stressed  and  that  the  dem.onstrations  will  be  practical  and 
serve  as  a  g-cdde  to  other  farm.ers  in  the  same  section  of  the  state,  we 
have  needed  such  work  for  a  long  time  and  it  has  often  been  suggested. 
Now  that  a  start  is  to  be  made,  the  movemient  should  receive  the  coopera- 
tion and  encouragement  of  every  one  interested  in  the  development  of 
agriculture  in  the  Southwest..." 

Beet  Harvesting         "Of  interest  to  all  sugar  beet  growers  is  the  recent 
Machine  developm.ent  of  a  machine  that  successfully  harvests  sugar 

beets,"  says  J.  H.  Currie  in  Country  Gentlem.an  (February). 
"Agricultural  engineers  of  the  University  of  California  and  the  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  who  have  been  cooperating  in  the  development  of 
better  sugar  beet  m.achinery,  report  a  very  creditable  Job  ^^as  done  by  this 
new  harvester  in  recent  trials  in  California.     The  machine,  pulled  by  a 
tractor,  straddles  the  rows,  digging  the  beets  as  it  goes  along  and  placing 
them  on  an  endless  belt  arrangemient .    Another  part  cuts  off  the  tops  and 
delivers  the  beets  in  piles  in  the  field,  where  they  can  be  readily  picked 
up.    Topping  the  beets  was  comparable  to  that  of  hand  labor  and  losses 
from  fail-ore  to  top  som.e  of  the  sm.aller    beets  was  too  low  to  be  considered 
serious.    The  average  loss  was  2  l/2  percent .. .The  engineers  are  plarming 
to  try  out  a  double-row  machine  and  drive  a  truck  alongside  it  to  receive 
the  beets  so  that  there  will  be  no  hvman  handling  necessary." 
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Fo"brmr"  g  —  Livestock  at  Chicago  (Closing  Qi;-otations)  :  Slaughter 
cattle,  calves  and  vealers,   steers  90C'-r300  l^s  good  and  choice  9 •75"' 
13»75J  cows  good  6,OC-7»00;  heifers  55Q~750  I'^s  good  and  choice  H,75" 
12,00;  vealers  good  and  choice  9 •00-10, 75 5  feeder  and  stocker  steers 
5OO--IO5O  Ihs  go~d  and  choice  6,75-9.00;     Hogs:  l60-200  lha  good  and 
choice  10, 10-10. UO;  200-250  Ihs  good  and  choice  10. 20-10. UO;  25O-35O 
Ihs  good  and  choice  10.10-10.35;  slaughter  pigs  100-lUo  Its    good  and 
choice  8,25-9 •25-     Slaughter  sheep  and  larats,  lamhs  good  and  choice  90 
Ihs  down  10.25-11.00. 

Grain:  Ho.  1  D.No . Spr.mieat*  Minneap.  153  3/^-155  3/S;  No.  2  D.No. 
Spr.*Minneap.  I52  3/S-I5U  3/g;  No.  2  Am.Bur.*' Minneap.  146-152;  No.  1 
H.  Amoer  Durum,  Duluth,  lte-l60;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K.C.  137i-l^+3i;  Chi. 
139-1^2-^;   St.  Louis  ikz^  (Nom);  No.  2  S.R.Wr.  St.  Louis  ikk^;  No.  1 
f.Tn.  Portland  117;  No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  Ill  7/g-ll6  7/g;  No.  2  yellow 
corn,  K.C.  12l4'-123;  No.  3  yellow,   Chi.  111-|-115;   St.  Louis  llU-ll6-^-; 
No.  3  white  oats,  Minneap.  5Cf-51x;  K.C.  55-57';   Chi.  52-^-53;  No.  2, 
white  oats,  St.  Louis  55?  i'^o.  1  malting  "barley,  Minneap.  137~139; 
No.  3  good  malting,  Minneap.  12S~135;  No,  2,  Minneap.  ^5*^93;  1 
flaxseed,  Minneap.  223~230. 

Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  $2.50^$2.75  P^^  ^^0  po^inds  in 
the  East;  $1.97i-$2.02-|-  f.o.h.  Presque  Isle.     Wisconsin  sacked  Round 
TThites  $2.Uc-$2.55  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;   $2. 17|-  f.c.D,  Waupaca. 
Florida  Bliss  Triumphs  $1.90-$2.10  per  "bushel  crate  in  city  markets; 
$1.U5-$1.50  f.o.D.  Pompano.    New  York  Yellow  onions  65^-90^  per  50-pound 
sack  in  the  East;  66^-70^  f.o.'D.  Rochester.     Midwestern  stock  70^-$l  in 
consuming  centers;  G^(p-~[0(f;  f.o."b,  G-rand  Rapids.     New  York  Danish  type 
ca'ohage  ^0(f:^SO(f  per  50-pound  sack  in  terminal  markets;  $l6-$17  f.o.'D. 
Rochester.     Texas  Round  type  $1.6o-$2  per  lettuce  crate  in  city  mar- 
kets; 70(^-B0^  f.o."b.  Lower  Rio  Grande  "Valley  points.    New  York,  U.S. 
#1,  2-J-  inci]/ninimum,  Rhode  Island  Greenii^  apples  $1.25- $1.^0  P^^ 
"bushel  "basket  in  New  York;  $1.15  f»o."b.  Rochester.     New  York  Mcintosh 
$1.50-32  in  New  York. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  f/^inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  declined  2  points  from  the  previous  close  to  12. 9^ 
cents  per  pound.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11. U5  cents, 
March  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  5 
points  to  12.66  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  declined 
3  points  to  12. 61  cents. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  "butter  at  Not/  York  were:  92 
Score,  3^  cents;  9I  Score,  33-|  cents;  90  Score,  33:|  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  No»  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York  were:  Plats,  19i 
cents;  S. Daisies,  ISj-lg^  cents;  Y.Americas,  Ig^-lgJ  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors, ,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company 
quotations)  were:  Specials,  2^5-25-5  cents;  Standards,  234-2U  cents; 
Firsts,   22^-234  cents.     (Prepared  iDy  BAE) 


♦Prices  "basis  ordinary  protein. 
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REG-ICiTAL  A  program  aiming  to  bring  all  national  planning  for 

PLAin^JIITG  control  of  floods  and  conservation  of  natixral  reso-iirces 

into  one  organization,  "based  on  eight  regional  boards,  vdll 
"be  submitted  to  Coixgress  by  President  Roosevelt  with  a  reco'mmendation  that 
it  be  enacted  into  Iz^  at  this  session,  the  President  said  yesterday.  Mr. 
Roosevelt  outlined  his  ideas  informally  at  a  press  conference.  ¥ith  his 
basic  ideas  already  formulated,  he  stipulated  that  all  improvements  dealing 
with  natural  resources  should  be  financed  out  of  the  $500,000,000  which  he 
proposed  be  set  aside  annually  for  all  types  of  public  works,  (press.) 

PARM  PROSIM  National  farm  leaders  concluded  a  two-day  meeting  in 

ENDORSED  V/ashington  last  night  with  indorsement  of  the  ever  normal 

granary  aa  the  permanent  federal  farm  program,  but  demanded 
it  be  backed  by  "approximate  parity"  valiies  in  commodity  loans  and  insured 
by  a  crop  control  device  against  the  granary's  overflow.     They  then  chose 
a  committee  of  five  to  rem.ain  in  V/ashington  to  sh^pe  the  program  in  con-, 
ference  with  congressional  leaders,  and  adjourned.     (V/ashington  Post.) 

RAILROAD  HAUL  The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  went  on  record 

CLAUSE  OPPOSED      yesterds.y  as  oppose-^,  to  repeal  of  the  "long-and- short-haul" 

clause  of  the  interstate  comjnerce  act  regulating  railroad 
rates.     Joseph  B.  Eastman,  member  of  the  commission  and  chairman  of  its 
legislative  comm.it tee,  told  the  House  Interstate  Oomm.erce  Committee  a.t  a 
hearing  on  the  Pettengill  repeal  bill  he  had  been  authorized  to  express 
the  regulatory  body '  s  disa;9proval.     (A. P.) 

CIVIL  ■        The  Civil  Service  of  the  United  States  has  emerged 

SERVICE  from  the  era.  of  patronage,  Leonard  White,  United  States 

Civil  Ser^'icG  Commiissioner,  asserted  in  an  address  last 
night,  as  the  second  lecturer  in  the  serie.i  "The  political  ]i7;ist itutions 
of  the  United  States,''  a  lectm^e  course  v/hich  has  been  arranged  by  Anerican 
University,    He  stated  the  American  Civil  Service  had  become  "in  most  re- 
spects an  effective  instrument  for  the  execution  of  a  rapidly  developing 
policy  of  social  legislation."     "The  scope  of  its  functions,"  he  declared, 
"resembles  that  of  the  highly  developed  European  countries,  but  in  its 
organization  it  is  not  so  highly  centralized  as  is  us"'as.lly  the  case  on 
the  E'oropean  continent.     In  this  respect  the  United  States  resembles  the 
British  Civil  Service  rathar  than  the  Erench,   G-erman  or  Italian."  (Wash- 
ington Post . ) 
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"Soy^bean  "Chief  soytean  taster  is  the  title  which  i/Iiss  Sy"bil 

Taster"  Woodruff,  foods  chief  of  the  home  economics  department  at 

the  Uni'^ersity  of  Illinois,  has  earned  for  herself  by  virtue 
of  her  activites  during  the  past  three  years,"  §ays  the  Forecast  (February) 
"During  this  period  Ivliss  Woodruff  and  her  assistants  have  tested  275  varie- 
ties of  soybeans  in  the  fresn,  green  state  and  have  found  only  six  of 
these  varieties  to  be  palatable  and  pleasing  in  appearance  after  cooking. 
These  beans  have  all  been  grown  on  the  university  farm  as  part  of  a  pro- 
gram to  boost  the  use  of  soybeans  as  a  vegetable  food.    At  present  the 
soybean  is  mainly  utilized  for  industrial  purposes.     Soybean  flour,  pre- 
pared from  the  matux'e  or  dry  bean,  is  also  being  used  extensively  in 
making  bread  for  those  allergic  to  wheat  flo-or.    Some  bakers  are  using 
aboxit  15. percent  of  soybean  flour  in  ordinary  bread  mada  of  wheat  flour 

because  it  produces  a  better  crust 
and  a  superior  toast.    The  'tasting'   season  in  the  imiversity  kitchen 
laboratories  commences  late  in  A"U-gust  and  lasts  for  about  a  month,  the 
period  during  which  the  pods  and  beans  are  green.    They  are  hulled  and 
cooked  in  salted  water  and  served  much  lil^e  green  peas  or  lima  beans..." 

Canadian  Canadian  Chemistry  and  I/ietalliorgy  (January)  in  an 

Eesearch  editorial  on  fields  of  research  in  Canada,  says  in  part: 

"...Presumably  there  should  be  a  relationship  between  the 
plan  of  chemistry  in  every  laniversity  and  somiC  special  field  of  Canadian 
service.     One  of  the  great  difficulties  has  been  that  insufficient  contact 
existed  between  university  staffs  and  Canadian  resources  and  industries. 
To  a  degree,  industrial  chemical  and  chemdcal  engineering  research  at  -ani- 
versities  needs  a  constant  measure  of  the  same  type  of  guidance.    So  fre- 
quently the  fact  is  overlooked  that  the  greatest,  men  in  science  simply 
started  in  on  the  problems  lying  at  their  very  door.    The  basis  of  their 
curiosity  in  most  cases  was  a  considerable  economic  int erest .  *  .No  m.atter 
how  skilled  any  individual  or  group  may  be  in  the  techrJLque  of  research, 
there  is  no  text  that  describes  the  unlmov/n  or  advises  where  the  key  lies 
hidden.    At  this  stage,  Canada    particularly  needs  men  in  our  universities 
and  public  research  institutions,  who  are  prepared  to  insist  at  all  times 
that  new  work  be  studied  from  the  standpoint  of  its  relationship  to  the 
economic  and  natural  resources  of  the  country." 

Agricult'ural  H.  K.  O'Hara,  author  of  "This  Hechanized  Farm  Age" 

Machinery  in  Banlring  (Februa.ry)  says:  "..  .Reflecting  the  improvement 

in  the  position  of  the  farmer,  sales  of  agricultural  mach- 
inery have  shown  substantial  recovery  in  the  last  four  years.    Trade  es- 
timates place  the  value  of  total  farm  equipment  production  at  $450,000,000 
in  1936,  despite  the  efforts  of  the  drought  in  the  summer  months,  which 
curtailed  sales  in  some  sections  of  the  country,  especially  the  Northwest. 
This  figure  would  be  a  35  percent  increase  over  the  B^oreau  of  Census  es- 
timate of  Jjj333,332,070  for  1935,  which  in  turn  was  an  85  percent  increase 
over  the  0^180,000,000  estimate  for  1934.    If  the  1936  estimate  is  realized, 
it  will  be  3.9  times  the  1932  estimated  figure  of  Jt>116,000,000  and  will  be 
74  percent  of  the  peak  year  1929  when  the  value  of  farm  equipment  produc- 
tion reached  $606,622,000.     Obviously,  the  farm  implement  industry  has  had 
substantial  improvement  from  the  depression  low  and  is  approaching  its  pre- 
depression  levels..." 
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Congress,  Both  Houses  agreed  to  the  conference  report  on  the 

Feh.  8  first  deficiency  appropriation  hill  (H.R.  3587)  for  1937; 

this  bill  will  nov/  be  sent  to  the  President.     Senator  La 
Follette  was  appointed  to  the  joint  and  select  committee  on  government 
organization  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  declaration  of  Senator 
Norris. 

Forkless  .  "Pitchforks  and  perspiration  have  always  entered 

Haymaking  prominently  into  haymaking,  but  both  may  be  done  away  with 

by  using  a  nev/  hay  harvester  that  is  now  on  the  market," 
says  Floyd  Duffee  of  the  Wisconsin  College  of  Agriculture  in  Country 
G-entleman  (Tebruary)  .     "This  m.achine  picks  the  hay  up  out  of  the  windrow, 
chops  .it  and  then  delivers  it  into  a  tight  box  on  a  wagon  trailed  behind 
the  harvester.     Next  the  load  is.  hauled  home  and  the  chopped  hay  dumped 
into  a  blov/er  that  puts  it  into  the  mow  or  silo.     The  harvester  has  a 
pi.ckup  five  feet  wide,  with  stiff  wire  fingers  to  lift  the,  hay  to  the 
feed  table.    The  cutter,  is  of  standard  ensilage-cutter  design.  Working 
parts  are  shear-pinned  to  prevent  damage  in  case  a  stone  happens,  to  be 
picked  up.  along  with  the  hay.    Two  air-tire  wheels  carry  the.  2650-pound 
machine.    The  driven  is  operated  by  po?/er  takeoff  from  a  two  or  three  plow 
tractor.     One  man  cr;,n  handle  both  tractor  and  harvester ..  .Although  the. 
harvester  now  on  the  market  is  intended  to  be  used  only  with  the  hay  crop, 
trials  made  with  similar  experimental  machines  at  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin since  1927  have  shown  they  can  with  slight  additional  expense  be 
adapted  for  making  corn  v^^ilage. . . " 

Strip  Cropping  "Sari  Brown,  Fremont  County,  Iowa, . .practices  strip 

Across  Slopes      cropping  across  slopes,"  says  G-eorge  I/icKiruiey,  in  Capper »s 

Parmer  ( Jan^oary)  .     "Thus  he  arrests  damage  from  erosion. 
On  the  brow  of  one  field  where  the  slope  is  both  north  and  to  the  South- 
west he  had  last  season  30  acres  of  corn  and  3  acres  of  soybeans.  Immedi- 
ately below  were  10  acres  of  oats  a.nd  below  that  15  acres  of  sweet  corn. 
Diagonally  across  the  ends  of  these  tracts  is  a  draw  which  slopes  south- 
west v^ard.     This  dravi^  normally  received  runoff  water  from  a  considerable 
portion  of  two  slopes,  his  farmstead  and  lots  to  the  northwest  and  the 
stripped  field  on  the  other  side.     This  draw  of  about  4  acres  is  set  to 
alfalfa.     'I've  been  contouring  and  strip  cropping  about  15  years,'  he 
explained.     'Before  I  started  there  were  some  ditches  and  gullies  on  the 
slope.    But  they  no  longer  give  any  trouble.     Not  a  great  deal  of  water 
is  lost  with  strips  of  different  kinds  of  crops  to  check  it.     Yields  have 
been  increasing  steadily  since  I  adopted  the  practice.     I've  shucked  as 
little  as  20  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre  on  land  from  which  now  I  expect 
50  bushels  in  a  normal  season.    The  average  increase  for  all  crops  has 
been  50  percent.    Slopes  yield  as  much  as  the  level  land. ..'..." 

U.S. -Brazil  Brazil  planned  the  creation  of  a  »good  neighbor  corn- 

Trade  mittee"  to  foster  trade  between  the  United  States  and 

Brazil,  says  a  Rio  de  Janeiro  report  by  the  Associated 
Press.     Finance  Minister  Arthur  de  Souza  Costa  said  that  plans  were  being- 
made  to  name  Brazilian  members  of  the  committee.^  suggested  by  President 
Getulio  Vargas  in  a  talk  in  December  with  Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
Smner  Welles,  to  study  ways  of  improving  trade  relations. 
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Fecruary  9  -"  Livestock  at  Chicago  (Closing  Qiiotations)  :-  Sla'oghter 
cattle,   calves  and  vealers,   steers  90:-~130C.  Its  good  and  choice  9«75~ 
13»75?  cows  good  6, 0C~7»0C ;  "  heifers  55C'~75C  Ids  good  and  choice  S.75" 
12. CO;  vealers  good  and  choice  9»0G"10,73J  feeder  and  stocker  steers 
5OC-IO5O  Its  good  and  choice  6.75-9,00.    Hogs:  160-2OC  Ids  good  and 
choice  10. 00-10. 3O;  200-250  los  good  and  choice.  IO.I.5-IO.3O;  250-3 50.  Ihs 
good  and  choice  10. 00-10. 3C;  sla"aghter  pigs  100-lUo  Ids  good  and  choice' 
S.15~9«75»     Slaughter  shee-o  and  lanes,  lamhs  good  and  choice  90  l"bs  down 
10.25-11.00.  _ 

Grain:  Uo.  1' D.lTo .  Spr. Theat*.  Minneap.  153-155_;  ITo,  2  r.lTo.Spr,* 
Minneap,  152-15^;  l^^o.  2  Am,i>ar,*  Ivlinneap*  lU5-|^15lij  ^■^0,  I'H.Am'ber  rur'am, 
Duluth"^,  1^7i-159i;  No.  2^ Hard  Winter*  k".C.  137-1^31;  Chi.  13Si-lU2;  St. 
Louis  lU2i;'Ho.  2  S.R.Tr.   St.  Louis '1^34-;.  IJo.  1  W.mi.  Portland  117;  -^0. 
2  rye,  Ivlinneap.  Illi-ll6f;  Ho.  2  yellow  corn,  ICC.  1224-123%;  "Ho.  3  Chi, 
II3-II5J;  St.  Louis  llU-il5j-;  Ho.  3  white  oats,  Minneap.  50|-5li;  K.C. 

Chi,  52-J^53""c;  St.  Louis  '5^  (Horn);  Ho,  1  malting  Parley,  Minneap. 
137-139;  Ho,  3  good  malting,  Minneai).  12B-135r  Ho.  2,  Minneap,  S5--93; 
Ho.  1  flaxseed,-  Minneap.  22^^32.' 

Florida  Bliss  Triumph  potatoes  $l-.'65-$2. 15  per  "bushel  crate  in  city 
markets;   $l.Uc-$1.5C  f.o.o,  Pcmpano,     Ivlaine  sacked  G-re en  Movant ains  $2. 5^- 
$2.75  per  ICO  pounds  in  the  East;  $1.97'|'  f-o.^b,  Presque  Isle,  Wisconsin 
sacked  Round  Whites  $2,Uo-$2.U5  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;   $2. 20-$2. 25 
f.o.h.  Waupaca.     Idaho  sacked  Easset  3-ar tanks  $3.^0  carlot  sales  in 
Chicago;  $2,75-$2.S0  f.o.h.  Idaho  Palls.    Hew  York  Yeliow  onions  62-|- 
9C^  per  5C-pound  sack  in  the  East,     Midwestern  stock  c5^"-$l  in  consuming 
cents;  7C^^~75^  f.o.t.  West  Michigan  points.     Hew  York  Danish  t3~pe  caJboage 
5C^-80{^  per  ^Q-r^ovjid.  sack  in  t  err.inal  markets;  $l6-$l7  sacked  per  ton 
f.o.h.  Rochester.     Texas  Round  t^'-pe  $1.50-$2.15  per  lettuce  crate  in  city 
m-arkets;  7Cc^-75^  f.o.h.  Lower  Rio  G-rande  Valley  points.    Lela^ware  and 
Mar^^land  Jersey  type  sweetpctatoes  '[^(^-$1,^0  per  "bushel  "basket  in  city 
market  So     Tennessee  Hancy  Halls  $1.50-^1.65  in  the  Middle  West.  Hew  York 
U.S.  Ho.  1,   2-J-- inch  minimum.,  Rhode  Island  C-reening  apples  $1.25^$l.Uo 
per  "bushel  oasket  in  Hew  York;   $1.15  f«o,"b.  Rochester.    Hew  York  Mcintosh 
$1.5C--$2  in  Hew  York. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  7/S  inch  spot  cotton  in  9  ^"^  "the  ten 
designated  markets  declined  h  points  from  the  previous  close  of  the  ten 
markets  to  12#9C  cents  per  pound.     On  t"ne  same  day  last  year  t/ie  price  wa 
11.32  cents.     Ivlarch  fut^cire  contracts  on  the  -Hew  I'ork  Cotton  Ib-ichonge  re- 
mained unchange.d  at  12.66  cents.     Holiday  in  Hew  Orleans.  • 

Wholesale  prices  of  fres'n  creamery  "butter  at.'  Hew  York  were:  92 
Score,  3^  cents;  9I  Score,  3^  cents;  90  Score,  33f  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  Ho.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  Hew  York  ^ere:-  Plats,  193  cents; 
S. Daisies,  lS-x-13-J-  cents;  Y, Americas,  IS-J— 18-|  cents.     Wholesale  prices  of 
fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,  at  Hew  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  quotations) 
were:  Specials,  2^-25^  cents;  Standards,  234-23i  cents;  Pirsts,  22^-23 
cents.     (prepared  hy  BAE)  ... 

*Prices  "basis  ordinary  protein. 
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Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
of  importance. 
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GREAT  PLAIiJS  A  gigantic  program  designed  to  make  over  lands  in 

DROUGHT  COhTRCL    ten  states  and  help  4,000,000  persons  to  escape  the 

sco-arge  of  dust  storms,  v/ith  their  consequent  ruin  of 
the  nation's  granary  lands,  was  urged  on  Congress  "by  President  Roosevelt 
yesterday.    With  a  report  of  his  Great  Plains  committee  mapping  the  strat- 
egy of  a  war  for  a  "new  economiy"  for  the  arid  areas  of  the  Great  Plains 
States,  the  President  sent  a  message  declaring  that  the  drought  and  dust 
storm  problems  could  be  solved,  but  that  "the  solution  would  take  tim.e". 
He  said  the  program  should  be  adopted  and  put  into  effect  v/ithout  undue 
delay.  (press.) 


NICARAGUA  A  Managua  cable  to  the  New  York  Times  says  Nicaragua's 

COTTON  CROP        cotton  crop  7/hich  is  now  being  sold  is  the  largest  in  its 

history.    United  States  cotton  experts  v/ill  plant  the 
country's  largest  acreage  this  year  on  the  flat  plains  near  Loon.  They 
say  the  region  selected^the  largest  and  best  in  Central  America  and  that 
the  use  of  miodern  m.achinery  vdll  produce  as  m.uch  cotton  with  twenty  men 
as  is  produced  by  3,000  men  now  em.ployed  on  the  various  sm.all  plantations. 


"MARRIAGE  CLAUSE"  The  Celler  bill  to  repeal  section  213  of  the  economy 

REPEAL  EAVOREL  act,  known  as  the  "marriage  clause",  was  favorably  re- 
ported to  the  House  yesterday  along  with  two  other  bills 
by  the  Civil  Service  committee.  The  m.easure  carries  am.endmients  prohibit- 
ing the  appointment  of  anyone  to  a  government  job  if  he  has  a  relative  in 
the  service,  providing  the  combined  salaries  of  the  respective  jobs  exceeds 
$4,000  a  year.  The  amxendm^ent  would  not  affect  persons  now  in  the  govern- 
ment service.     (V/ashingt on  Post.) 

ELOOD  COiNlTROL  A  flood  control  bill  which  would  create  seven  river 

BILL  INTRODUCED    authorities  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  yesterday  by 

Senator  Bulkley  of  Ohio  and  Barkley  of  Kentucky.  These 
authorities  would  be  authorized  to  erect,  maintain  and  operate  dams,  reser- 
voirs, canals  and  other  works  necessary  to  the  control  of  the  "destructive" 
flood  waters  of  the  rivers  in  the  United  States  to  improve  the  navigability 
of  such  rivers,   to  direct  reforestation  and  conservation  of  natural  re- 
sources and  to  set  aside  m-arginal  lands  for  timber,  national  parks,  wild 
game  preserves,  recreational  and  other  purposes.  (press.) 
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Forestry  Cedric  H.  Guise,  Cornell  University,  writing  in  tlie 

Schools  Journal  of  I'orestry  (January)   says  that  at  several 

forestry  schools  "definite  provision  has  "been  made  during 
the  past  year  for  the  offering  of  work  in  the  fields  of  game  management, 
conservation  and  recreation,    Ifentana  reports  opportunities  for  speciali- 
zation in  wildlife  management;  the  major  field  is  in  forestry  with  a  minor 
in  wildlife.    About  40  hours  will  be  spent  in  studies  in  the  department  of 
zoology  and  an  additional  10  hours  in  applied  zoology  given  in  the  school  ^ 
of  forestry.     Oregon  State  College  reports  that  for  the  first  time  an 
undergraduate  option  in  forest  recreation  Is  being  initiated,  a  program 
of  study  designed  to  fit  men  for  the  management  of  forest  lands  for  rec- 
reational purposes.     The  University  of  Maine  states  that,  during  the  past 
year,  a  special  curriculum  in  wildlife  conservation  has  been  developed  as 
a  sub  curricula  in  the  department  of  forestry,  an  arrangement  made  possi- 
ble by  an  agreement  between  the  Federal  Government,  the  American  Ytf'ildlife 
Institute  and  the  State  Fish  and  Game  Department.      iiistruction  in  wild- 
life management  is  also  provided  at  Utah.     Several  courses  in.  game  manage- 
ment are  also  being  offered  for  students  in  forestry  and  range  management 
at  the  State  College  of  Washington..." 

Oil  From  University  of  Georgia  scientists  have  announced  that 

Pecans  _       oil  made  frorn  pecans  makes  an  "exceptionally  fine  salad 

oil,"  is  satisfactory  for  cooking  and  becomes  only  slightly 
rancid  after  ten  months  exposure  to  room  t  em^perature .     Dr.  T.  H.  ivIcHatton, 
head  of  the  Department  of  Horticulture,   sais  there  is  no  immediately  com- 
mercial interest  in  production  of  pecan  oil  and  pecan  meal.     Even  in  a 
crude  state,  he  said,  pecan  meal  probably  would  make  an  excellent  break- 
fast food  and  might,  with  refining,  be  used  in  cakes,  cookies,  biscuits 
and  muffins.     (A. P.) 

Phenothiazine  "Phenothiazine ,  tested  for  the  second  season  in  moth 

for  Moths  control  experiments  in  the  Yalcima  Valley,  has  proved  to 

be  the  most  effective  material  used  so  far,  according  to 
E.  J.  Newcomer,  United  States  entomologist  stationed  at  Yakim.a,  "  says  the 
Washington  Farmer  (February  4).     "Much  more  work  with  the  organic  chemical 
will  be  necessary  before  definite  recommendations  can  be  made  regarding  it, 
Mr.  Hewcomer  said.     It  shows  less  wormy  fruit  than  lead  arsenate  and  only 
one- tenth  as  many  stings.     It  washes  off  easily.     On  the  other  side  of  the 
ledger,   it  is  said  to  reduce  slightly  the  color  of  apples    and  the  men  who 
applied  it  said  that  it  caused  a  burning  of  the  skin  similar  to  a  m.oderately 
severe  sunburn." 

Wool  Marketing  "A  new  development  in  western  wool  marketing,  which 

Development  appears  to  have  given  satisfaction  to  a  number  of  Wyoming 

growers  and  promises  to  expand,  is  reported  by  J .  B.  Wil- 
son,  secretary  .of  the  Wyoming  Wool  Growers  Association,"  reports  0.  A. 
Fitzgerald,  University  of  Idaho,   in  Country  Gentleman  (February).     "It  is 
an  amplification  of  the  old  consignment  method  of  selling  and  gives  the 
grower  the  authority  and  responsibility  in  selling  he  long  has  sought. 
Under  the  new  m.ethod  a  grower  sends  to  a  wool  dealer  of  his  choice,  at 
Boston  or  other  central  market,  sample  bags  of  his  clip.    Usually  the 


/ 
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grower  sends  about  5  percent  of  the  clip  as  a  sample.     This  furnishes  suf- 
ficient wool  for  a  mill  "buyer  to  maice  a  careful  examination  and  is  much 
more  satisfactory  than  the  old  method  of  attempting  to  pick  a  few  hand 
samples  to  represent  a  large  clip. .. Concerns  are  reported  doing  this  sam- 
ple bag  selling  on  a  commission  of  a  half  to  one  cent  a  pomid.    The  ade- 
quate samples  enable  them  to  present  the  merits  of  a  BubBtantial  clip 
without  facing  the  problem  and  cost  of  storage  of  a  large  tonnage  of  v/ool. 
G-rowers  are  gratified  because  they  have  more  authority  as  to  price  than 
they  had  under  a  system  in  v/hich  the  wool  is  consigned  outright  with  the" 
selling  concern  having  full  power  to  act." 

Congress,  5y  a  vote  of  285  to  101,  the  House  passed  without 

I'eb .  9  amendment  H.J,  Hes.  96  to  extend  the  authority  of  the 

president  under  section  350  of  the  tariff  act  of  1930,  as 
amended.    This  joint  resolution  extends  the  authority  of  the  President  to 
enter  into  reciprocal  trade  agreements  with  foreign  nations.     Tiie  House 
Committee  on  foreign  Affairs  reported  out  v/ith  amondmient  H.J.xles.  193 
to  authorize  an  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of  participation  by  the 
United  States  in  the  Eleventh  International  Dairy  Congress,  Berlin,  Ger- ' 
many,   in  1937  (H.Rept.  211).  _  . 

Guernsey  A  nev/  world  record  Guernsey  ccw  over  all  ages, 

World  6-year-old  Cathedral  Hosalie  bred  and  tested  by  H.  H, 

Record  Buckley,  New  York,  has  just  made  25,714.5  pounds  milk 

and  1,213.1  pounds  fat  in  a  36 5- day  test,  according  to 
Karl  3.  iviusser,  secretary  American  Guernsey  ^~<^.ttle  Club.     The  new  cham- 
pion is  a  grea-t  granddaughter  of  the  v/orld  record  covt,  l/lay  Eilma,  that 
in  1914-15.  held  the  world  record  over  all  breeds  and  was  one  of  the  first 
cows  to  produce  over  1,000  po^ands  fat  in  a  year.    Rosalie's  butterfat  pro-  • 
duct  ion  for  the  year  equaled  eight  average  dairy  ccvvs  in  the  United  States. 
The  11,030  quarts  of  milk  she  produced  sold  at  retail,  returning  the,  farm 
$1,440,898,  v/hile  the  cost  of  her  feed  approximated  ^350  for  the  year. 
She  consumed  about  114  pounds  of  feed  per  day.     Of  this,   50  pounds  were 
cut  beets,  25  pounds  silage,  15  pounds  alfalfa  hay,  12  to  18  pounds  grain, 
6  pounds  beet  pulp  and  2  pounds  molasses.    D-aring  the  summer  she  had  green 
oats  and  peas  in  place  of  beets  and  silage." 

Soil-Erosion  The  Maryland  State  Heads  Commdssion  in  cooperation 

Methods  for        with  the  Soil  Erosion  Service,   is  going  to  apply  soil 
Highways  erosion  methods  to  rights  of  way  of  state  higliways,  says 

a  Hagerstown  report  in  the  Vfeshingoon  Post.     A  number  of 
projects  are  plsoined  in  Harford,  Anne  Arundel  and  Washington  Counties, 
where  farm  soil-erosion  projects  are  in  progress  and  in  Erederick  and 
several  other  counties  this  spring,  Dr.  H.  E.  Tabler,   chairman  of  the 
Roads  Comjnission,  has  announced.  A  contract  has  been  signed  by  the  federal 
and  state  groups  calling  for. joint  supervision.     The  Soil  Erosion  Service 
will  provide  technical  supervision  for  surveys,  planning  and  construction; 
the  Roads  Corrjnission  maps  and  plans,   construction  m.aterials ,.  machinery  and- 
Y/ider  rights  of  way.     Slopes  of  both  cuts  and  fills  along  the  roads  selected 
for  treatment  v/ill  be  serried,  drained  and  planted  and  other  steps  will  be 
taken  to  prevent  erosion  in  highway  ditches  and  in  the  water  paths  bo^h. 
above  and  below  highway  drainage  structures. 
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FelDruary  10  —  Livestock  At  Chicago  (Closing  Qoiotations) :  Slaughter 
cattle,   calves  and  vealers,   steers  ^CO-l'^CO  Ihs  good  and  choice  10,00- 
13«75;  cows  good  6,00-7.00;  heifers  55C-750  Ihs  good  and  choice  '^,Q'C- 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  S, 50^10,50;  feeder  and  stocker  steers  5^0- 
1050  Ihs  good  and  choice  6,75^9«OG*     Hogs:  16O-2OO  ]ls  good  and  choice 
9.90-10.25;  200-250  Ihs  good  and  choice  lC.i5-lO.25;  25O-35O  Ihs  good  and 
choice  9.9^-1(^.25;   slaughter  pigs  100-lUc  Ihs  good  and  choice  S.OO-9.65, 

■')  '.■      ■  Slaughter  sheep 

and  lambs,  lambs  good  and  choice  90  lbs  down  10.,0C-1C.  85' . 

.  G-rain:  No.  1  D.No.Spr,*  kinneap..  15U|-156f;  No.  2  P.No.Spr,* 
Minneap,  153-|"155i;  No.  2  Am.I)ur.*  Minneap,  1^7i~153i;  No.  1  H. Amber 
Durum,  Luluth,  1^9^-1674;  No.  2  Hard  T^inter*  K.C.  l^^'-lk^;  Chi.  l40-lU3f ;  • 
St.  Louis  1U5  (Norn);  No.^  2  S.R.^r.  St,  Louis  1U6;  No.  1  ¥.Wh.  Portland  ■ 
117j;.No.  .2  rye,  Minneap.  llU-llb-^r;  No.  2  yellow  corn,  K.C.  122-|-12U^; 
St.  Louis  IIS;  No.  3,   Chi.  112|~115;  No.  3  white  oats,  Minneap.  50  5/g- 
51  5/g;  K.C.  55-57;  Chi.  53-5^;"^  St.  Louis  5^-5^-1  (Norn);'  No.  1  malting 
barley,  Minneap,  137^-139;  ^^o.  3  good  m.o-lting,  Minneap.  12g~135»  ^^0.  2, 
Minneap.  g5~93;  No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  225-233 o 

Florida  Bliss  Triumph  potatoes  $1.75*"$2  per  bushel  crate  in  city 
markets;  $l.Uo~$l.U5  f.o.b.  Pompano.     Miaine  sacked  C-reen  Mountains  $2.35" 
$2,75         100  pounds  in  the  East;  $1,974  fcO.b.  Presque  Isle.  Wisconsin 
sacked  EoTrnd  Whites  $2. 55. carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.15-$2.25  f.o.b. 
Waupaca.     Idaho  sacked  Russet  Burbanks  $3.^0- $3. 65  carlot  sales  in 
Chicago;   $2.7C-$2.S5  f.o.b.   Idaho  Palls.     New  York  Yellow  onions  60^-90^ 
per  50-po-and  sack  in  the  East;  70c^'"75^  f.o.b,  Rochester.  Midwestern 
stock  in  city  markets;  7C^^*^75^  f.o.b.  West  Michigan  points.  New 

York  Danish  type  cabbage  5C^*^20/  per  5C"-pound  sack  in  terminal  markets; 
$16- .517. 50  sacked  per  ton  f.o.b.  Rochester.     Texas  Round  type  $1.5C-$2 
per  lettuce  crate  in  city  markets;   65e^-75^  f.o.b.  Lower  Rio  G-r^nde  Valley 
points.    New  York,  U.S.  #1,   2-J-  inch  minimum,  Rhode  Island  C-reening  apples 
$1.25-$l.Uo  per  bushel  basket  in  New  York;  $1.15-$1.2C  f.o.b.  Rochester. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  7/^  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  was  unchanged  from  the  prei'-icus  day  at  12.90^.  On 
the  same  day  one  year  ago  the  price  v/as  11,^5^.     March  future  contracts 
on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  decline  5  points  to  12. 61  cents,  and  on  . 
the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  declined  7  points  to  12.5^  cents. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  were:  92 
Score,  3^  cents;^  9I  Score,  3^  cents;  90  Score,  334  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  No,  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  Y^rk  were:  Flats,  ISi  cents; 
S. Daisies,  l^-^-lc^  cents;  Y.Americas,  lS-|-lof  cents.     Wholesale  prices  of 
fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  quotations) 
were:     Specials,  23^-2^  csnts;  Standards,   22|-23  cents;  Firsts,  211-22^ 
cents.     (Prepared  by  BAE) 


^Prices  basis  ordinary  protein 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service , Of f ice  of  Information.  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
of  importance . 


Vol.  LXIV,  No.  29  '  Section  1  February  12,  1937 

JAFAl^SE  For  almost  four  years  the  yen  has  teen  standing  at 

MONEY  1  shilling  twopence  in  relation  to  the  pound  sterling 

without  governmental  control  and  Japan  is  content  with 
stabilization  at  the  present  rate,  Shoji  Arakawa,  new  Japanese  Financial 
Commissioner  for  London,  Paris  and  New  York,  said  in  an  interview  yester- 
day.    While  there  has  been  no  definite  declaration  of  government  policy 
on  the  point,  he  expressed  as  his  personal  opinion  the  vievv  that  Japan, 
in  principle,  would  v/elcome  an  international  agreement  under  which  the 
yen  would  be  allowed  to  stand  at  this  "natural"  level.     (New  York  Times.) 


FLOWER  1  Paris  report  to  the  New  York  Times  says  that  during 

TRAINS  December  3,000,000  pounds  of  Riviera  flowers  were  dispatched 

from  the  Azure  coast  in  special  "floral  expresses"  for  dis- 
tribution far  and  Y^ide  in  the  various  capitals  of  Europe.     To  handle  this 
traffic,  two  special  trains — equipped  with . isothermic  cars  where  an  even 
temperature  can  be  constantly  maintained — are  now  operated  daily  by  the 
P.L.M.  railroad  between  Nice  and  Paris,  whence  they  are  dispatched  to 
Brussels  and  Berlin,  Kovno,  Copenhagen  and  to    other  European  cities. 


WAGE  EARNERS'  The  cost  of  living  of  wage  earners  advanced  sharply, 

LIVING-  COSTS      .9  percent  from  December  1936  to  January  1937,  according 

to  the  monthly  survey  of  the  National  Industrial  Conference 
Baaxd.  Increases  were  noted  in  each  of  the  m.ajcr  divisions  of  the  budget, 
except  fuel  and  light.  The  cost  of  living  in  January  1937  was  3.6  percent 
higher  than  a  year  ago  and  21.2  percent  higher  than  in  April  1933,  the  low 
point  during  the  depression,  but  it  was  still  12,9  percent  belo\7  the  Janu- 
ary 1929  level.  (Press.) 


PHILIFPIi^  The  Philippines'  foreign  trade  last  year  made  sub- 

FOREIG-N  TRADE    stantial  gains,  the  Department  of  Commerce  reported  yester- 
day.   Exports  were  valued  at  $136 , >i;50 ,000 ,  an  increase  of 
45  percent  over  1935,  and  imports  amounted  io  $101,125,000,  an  advance  of 
18  percent.    Tlie  favorable  trade  balance  last  year  was  $35,325,000,  com- 
pared to  $8,721,500  in  1935.    This  did  not  include  gold  exports,  which 
amounted  to  about  $22,000,000,  compared  to  $16,174,600  for  1936.  (Press.) 
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Mo.  Conservation         "By  a  vote  of  approximately  3  to  1  the  electorate  of 
Commission  the  state  of  Missouri  acted  favorably  at  the  November  elec- 

tion on  an  amendment  to  the  state  constitution  which  pro^ 
vides  for  the  appointment  of  a  4-man  bipartisan  conservation  commission," 
says  R.  H.  Westveld  in  the  Journal  of  Forestry  (January) .     "The  commission, 
to  "be  appointed  by  the  governor,  will  appoint  a  director  of  conservation, 
who  will  be  responsible  for  all  conservation  activities.    This  organiza- 
tion will  replace  the  present  fish  and  game  department,  which  has  control 
over  wildlife  conservation  and  the  administration  of  the  state  parks.  The 
amendment  also  provides  for  conservation  of  other  forest  resources.  The 
wide  msLTgin  by  ^rhich  the    amendment  passed  is  indicative  of  the  favorable 
sentiment  tovi^ard  conservation  which  the  work  of  the  C.C.C.  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  national  forests  have  developed  through  the  state.  Only 
one  county    out  of  114  voted  against  the  amendment.    Missouri  is  on  the 
road  to  an  enlarged  and  improved  conservation  program." 

New  Potato  "An  important  application  of  Yavilcv's  geographical 

Varieties  method  in  the  study  of  economic  crops  has  recently  been 

made  by  Russian  plant  breeders  with  regard  to  the  potato," 
says  nature  (London,  J'anmry  30).     "The  results  of  their  work  have  been 
published  mainly  in  Russian  and  the  bulletin  issued  by  the  Imperial  Bureau 
of  Plant  G-enetics  (School  of  Agriculture,  Candridge)  on  'The  South  American 
Potatoes  and  ^heir  Breeding  Value'  can  be  considered  as  the  first  compre- 
hensiV3  accomit  in  English  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  discoveries  in 
plant  breeding.     It  describes  the  rraterial  collected  on  expeditions  made 
to  South  America  and  Centro-l  America,  the  original  home  of  the  potato, 
where  more  than  12  cultivated  and  30  wild  species  were  found  in  place  of 
the  single  cultivated  species  previously* known.     The  properties  exhibited 
by  these  forms  have  already  provided  a  great  stimulus  to  potato  breeding 
and,  among  other  devel'jpment s,  should  result  in  the  crop  being  grown  over 
a  much  wider  geographical  range  than  has  been  possible  up  to  the  present, 
for  at  least  one  species  has  been  f 3und  which  forms  tubers  under  svb- 
tripical  conditions,  while  others  occur  that  can  withstand  frost.  Disease 
resistance,  short  dormancy  and  high  protein  content  are  further  valuable 
properties  exhibited  by  thsee  newly  discovered  forme  that  will  provide 
the  breeder  with  new  and  valiiable  possibilitiei . " 

Utility  If  regulatory  commissions  are  given  power  to  control 

Control      .        them,  "non-profit,  cooi>erative  efforts  on  the  part  of 

American  farmers  to  serve  themselves  with  electricity  v/ill 
be  doomed  to  failure,"  according  to  a  statement  made  by  Rural  Electrifica- 
tion Administrator  Morris  L.  Cooke  in  a  letter  to  Senator  Guy  M.  G-illette 
of  Iowa.    On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Co^ke  continued,  if  cooperatives  are  free 
from  commission  control  "there  is  uotq  than  an  excellent  chance  that  we 
shall  see  a  large  propertion  of  our  farm  homes  lighted  by  electricity 
before  many  years  have  passed."    The  letter  was  sent  to  Sen^itor  Gillette 
in  answer  to  his  request  for  Mr.  Cooke's  views  on  the  subject  of  commis- 
sion control.     "The  outcome  of  this  question,"  the  letter  states,  "may 
make  or  break  the  rural  electrification  movement,  now  gathering  true  momen- 
t-urn for  the  first  tim^  iii  our  history.     "Commission  control,"  Mr.  Cooke 
wrote,  "would  seriously  retard  the  downward  course  of  rate  levels  which 
cooperatives  can  look  forward  to  if  left  free  to  fix  their  own  rates  in 
accordance  with  their  own  costs,"     (REA,  No,  159)) 
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Service  A  Tenafly,  New  Jersey,  report  in  the  American  City 

Highways  (February)  says  that  this  small  residential  comm-anity  is 

developing  plans  for  an  active  solution  to  the  problem  of 
the  invading  state,  and  couiity  highway  and  its  attendant  evils.    The  Plan- 
ning Board  has  envisioned  a- system  of  secondary  or  service  roads  paral- 
leling all  through  highways  at  a  depth  of  not  less  than  that  of  a  normal, 
building  lot.    All  local  comings  and  goings  would  thus  be  provided  for 
apart  from  the  major  highways.     Secondary  roads  would  be  built  parallel- 
ing the  highways  at  a  minimum  depth  of  a  normal  building  lot  and  be  re- 
stricted to  local  tr5,ffic  only,  and  all  access  to  residences,-  either  by 
driveway  or  by  pedestrian  walk,  would  be  from  the.  interior  streets  rather 
than  from  the  main  highways.    These'  roads  would  be  narrow,  with  a  minimum 
of  pavement  and  would  conform  wherever  practicable  to  the  natural  condi- 
tions of  the  property  they  traversed.    Except  at. certain  stragetic  points, 
residential  streets  intersecting  main  highways  would  be ' dead  ended.  And, 
in  addition  to  this  street  plan,  it  is  recommended  to  further  prot,ect 
these  border  residential  areas  by  the  event-ual  construction  of  attractive 
walls  on  both  sides  of  the  main  arteries.         -  " 

Congress,  The  Senate  passed  S.  1258  to  authorize  the  purchase 

Feb.  10  and  distribution  of.  products  of  the  fishing  industry 

(amends  sec,  32  of  A.A.'Act)  .    The  .Senate  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  reported  out  without  amendment  S.  1280  t o ' repeal .an  act 
of  March  3,  1933,  entitled  "an  act  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of  powder 
and  other  explosives  materials,  from  deteriorated  and  unserviceable  am- 
munition under  the  control  of  the  War  Department  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  use'^h  land  clearing,  drainage,  road  building  and  other 
agricultural  purposes."     (S.Rept.  63.)    The  Senate  received  a  message 
from  the  President",  transmitting  a  report  of  the  G-reat  Plains  Committee 
entitled  "The  Future  of  the  Great  Plains",  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on 'Agriculture  and  Forestry.    The  Senate  unanimously  confirmed  the 
nomination  of  G-eorge'S.  Mitchell  to  be  regional  director.  Resettlement 
Administration.     The  House  by  a  vote  of  315  to  75  passed  H.R.  2518  to 
provide  for  retirement  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

Fruit  and-  Because  half  of  the  consumer's  dollar  goes  for  ser- 

Vegetable  vice  charges  and  profits  added  after  the  produce  leaves 

Prices  the  farm,  half  of  the  public  can't  afford  to  buy  enough 

fruits  and  vegetables,  says  a  report  from  the  New  Jersey 
Extension  Service.     This  indictment  of  inequitable  spreads  in  price  be- 
tween farmer  and  consumer  was  made  recently  before  the  Rutgers  Institute 
of  Rural  Ec-onomics  by  two  marketing  specialists  v/ho  pointed  out- that 
factors  responsible  for  the  farmer's  loss  of  a  potential  market  in  low 
income  homes  are  also  depriving  many  persons  of  the  benefits  of  "all  the 
fruits  and  vegetables  they  would  like  to  consume."  Dr.  M.  P.  Rasmussen, 
professor  of  marketing  at  Cornell  University,  urged  that  the  country's 
billion  dollar  fruit  and  vegetable  industry  improve  marketing  methods  to 
reduce  the  prices  consumers  must  pay  and  thus  make  fresh  farm  produce 
available  to  more  than  "half  of  our  population'*,     L.  A.  Sevan,  extension 
marketing  specialist,  New  Jersey  College  of  Agriculture,  advised  inquiry 
into  the  produce  terminal  markets  "to  find  out  where  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties lie  since  approximately  one  half  of  the  retail  price  is  due  to 
costs  added  after  goods  reach  the  city." 
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Fe"bi  11  — •  Livestock- at  Chicago  (Closing  Qaotations):  Slaughter 
cattle,  calves  and  vealers,   steers  900-1300  ITds  good  and  choice  10,00- 
13«75J  cows  good  6.00-7*00;.  heifers  55O'*750  Ihs  good  and  choice  9»00- 
12,00;  vealers  good  and  choice  2,50-10,50;  feeder  and  stocker  steers' 
500-1050  Ihs  good  and  choice  6*75-9. 00.    Hogs:  16^-200  lbs  good  and 
choice  9.95-10.35;  200-250  llDs  good  and  choice  10.20-10.35;  250-350  Ihs 
good  and  choice  10.05-10,35^   slaughter  pigs  100-lUo  lbs  good  and  choice 
8.00-9,65.     Slaughter  sheep  and  larnhs,  lambs  good  and  choice  90  lbs 
down  9.50-10.60. 

Crah:  No.  1  D.No.  Spr.mieat*  Minneap.  I5U-I56;  No,  2  D.No.Spr,* 
Minneap.  I53-I55;  No.  2  Am.Dur.*  Minneap,  1^7-|-153i;  No,  1  H, Amber  iHirum, 
Duluth,  1^9^-167^;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K.C,  139^-1^5;  Chi*  lUo-lU3f;  St. 
Lcuis  1U3  (Nom);  No,  2  S,R,Wr.  St.  Louis  ikk-^lkk^i    No.  1  TT.Wh.  Portland 
II7-I-;  No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  Ill  3/S-II6  3/S;  No.  2  yellow    corn,  K,C.  I2lf- 
I23i;  ^^0-  3.   Chi.  112f-115i;  St,  Louis  113-115;  No.  3  white  oats,  Minneap 
hS  7/S-'50  7/S;  K.C.  5^i-57;  Chi,  524-53^;  St.  Louis  5^;  No.  1  malting 
barley,  Minneap.  137^139;  l^o,  3  good  malting,  Minneap.  12S-135;  ^o*  2, 
Minneap.  S5-93;  ^o.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  223-231. 

I'lorida  Bliss  Triumph  potatoes  $l,50-$2  per  bushel  crate  in  city 
markets;  $1.4o-$l.U5  f.o.b.  Pompano,    Maine  sacked  Green  Mountains  $2.U0- 
$2,75  per  100  pounds  in  the  East;  $1.924-$l,97-g-  f.o.b,  Presque  Isle. 
Wisconsin  sacked  Round  Whites  $2.50  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2. 24-'$2.30 
f.o.b,  Waupaca.     Idaho  sacked  Russet  Burbanks  $3»^5^$3»75  carlot  s-nles 
in  Chicago;  $2.75-$2.9C  f.o.b,  Idaho  Falls.    New  York  Yellow  onions  65^- 
$1.10  per  50-pound  sack  in  the  East;  1^(f:^SQ^  f.o.b.  Rochester.  Mid- 
..western  stock  65^-$1.05  in  city  markets;  70^-75^^  f.o.b.  West  Michigan 
points.    New  York  Danish  type  cabbrsge  ^^-75^  P®r  sack  in 

terminal  markets;  $17  sacked  per  ton  f.o.b,  Rochester,     Texas  Round  Type 
$1.6o-$2.00  per  lettuce  crate  in  city  markets;  65^-7 0(Z^  Lower  Rio  Grande 
Valley  points.    New  York,  U.S.  #1,  2^  inch  minimum,  Rhode  Island  Green- 
ings $1.25-$1.50  jer  bushel  basket  in  New  York;  $l,15-r$1.20  f.o.b, 
Rochester* 

The  average  price  for  Middling  'J /S  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  marlsBts  advanced  1  point  from  the  previous  close  to  12.91 
cents  per  pound.    On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11.37  cents^ 
March  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  6  points 
to  12.67  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  3  points 
to  12.57  cents. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  Hew  York  were:  92 
Score,  3^J  cents;  9I  Score,  3^  cents;  90  Score,  33f  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  .  No,  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York  v^ere:  Flats,  194"  cents; 
S, Daisies,  lo^-lg^  cents;  Y.Americas,  ISj-l^f  caats.    Wholesale  prices 
of  fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  quotations) 
were:  Specials,  23^ 2^^  cents;   Standards,  23-23:^  cents;  Firsts,  22-22^ 
cents.    (Prepared  by  BAE) 


^Prices  basis  ordinary  protein. 
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of  importance. 
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CIVIL  SEHVICE  Further  support  of  the  Ranspeck  till  to  extend  the 

EvTEiTSIOlI  civil  service  was  voiced  Friday  at  a  hearing  "before  the 

House  Civil  Service  Committee.     The  indorsements  came 
from  Charles  !•  Stengle,  president,  and  other  officials  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Government  Employes,  and  from  H.  Elliott  Kaplin,  of  New 
York,  executive  secretary  of  the  national  Civil  Service  Reform  League. 
The  hearing  will  "be  resumed  at  10:30  o'clock,  Tuesday,  at  w'nich  time 
officials  of  C-overnment  departments  involved  are  sched'oled  to  testify. 
(Wa.shington  Post.) 


G-EORG-IA  7.  C,  3ewley,  manager  of  the  C-eorgia  Peach  Growers' 

PEACHES  Exchange,   said  Eriday  thr.t  "bud-damaging  frost  which  followed 

unseascna"bly  warm  weather  in  the  South  might  simply  "be  help- 
ing peach-orchard  men  with  spring  chores.    He  was  not  alarmed  over  reports 
of  losses  of  peach  "blooms  ranging  as  high  as  75  percent  in  som.e  areas,  he 
said,     "Peach  trees  normally  hj?ve  from  three  to  twelve  times  as  m^any  "buds 
as  are  required  for  a  normal  crop, "  he  explained.     (Associated  Press) 


GERlvLA-N  POOD  A  Berlin  report  ly  the  Associated  Press  says  Nazi 

SLTPLY  economists  insisted  Friday  the  German  people  are  "better 

nourished  than  ever,  although  they  may  not  get  as  many  eggs 
in  their  cakes.     The  Germ.an  Institute  for  Business  Research,  in  its  week- 
ly survey,  assailed  as  "almost  grotesque  exaggeration"  reports  a"broad  of 
German  food  scarcities.     There  is  no  attempt  to  realize,"  said  the  put- 
lished  s'orvey,  "that  this  scarcity  is  due  mainly  to  the  desire  of  the 
German  government  to  fix  maximom  prices  for  the  "benefit  of  the  lower 
classes. " 


GO'V'ERiTiviSNT  Predicting  a  decline  in  Federal  expenditures  in  each 

EXPEITOITITIES      of  the  next  four  years,  a  group  of  tax  experts  of  the 

Twentieth  Century  Fund  declared  that  expenditures  "by 
Sta,te  ajid  local  governments  "are  almost  certain"  to  increase  in  the  sam.e 
period.     The  experts'  report,  m.ade  pu"blic  last  night,   estimates  probable 
Federal  expenditures  on  alternative  basic  assumptions.     The  first  is  that 
the  government  will  withdraw  completely  from  direct  relief  in  1939 »  ^-^^ 
the  second  is  tha.t  Federal  agencies  will  continue  relief  contributions 
to  the  extent  of  $SOC,CCO,000  even  in  I9U0.  (Press) 
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Congress,  The  Committee  on  Civil  Service  reported  out  without 

Feb.  12  amendment  H.H.  2928  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  resi- 

dence requirements  of  applicants  for  examination  before 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  (H.Kept.  251). 

Brazilian  A  Rio  de  Janeiro  report  to  the  New  York  Times  yesterday  says 

Coffee  Market      direct  government  act  ion  was  expected  within  24  hours  tend- 

■  ing  to  normalize  the  coffee  market,  unsettled  when  a  sud- 
den rise  in  the  market  precipitated  chaos  and  near  panic,  while  on  the 
Santos  market  there  developed  feverish  buying  out  of  all  normal  proportion. 
It  was  believed  that  the  government  will  instruct  the  president  of  the 
National  Coffee  Department  to  undertake  imjxediate  measures  to  bring  back 
coffee  prices  to  normal  levels,  thus  ending  the  hectic  rise  v/hich  threatened 
to  disrupt  the  coffee  market.. 

Yugoslav  A  Belgrade  wireless  to  the  New  York  Times  says  the 

Trade  unfortunate  results  for  Yugoslavia  that  nave  followed  her 

acquiescence  to  the  plans  of  Dr.  Hjalmar  Schacht ,  G-erman 
EcoDomicB  Minister,  for  acquiring  raw  materials  without  cash  payments  were 
enumerated  in  yesterday's  newspaper  Politika.     The  paper  raised  the  ques- 
tion whether  all  exports  to  Germany  must  not  be  suspended.     Germany  now 
owes  and  is  unable  to  pay  360,000,000  dinars.     During  recent  negotiations 
in  Berlin  to  find  a  means  for  reducing  this  serious  debt,  the  newspaper 
says,  Germany  rejected  Yugoslav  proposals. 

Cattle  Transcontinental  airline  pilots  scouted  Wyoming  plains 

Bustling  for  cattle  thieves  Friday,  latest  in  the  modern  range  war 

against  rustlers.    Under  an  agrecmxent  between  the  Wyoming 
Stock  Growers  Association  and  an  airline,  crews  of  speedy  transport  planes 
racing  daily  above  the  Wyoming  cattle  country  will  report  by  short  v;ave 
radio  to  Cheyenne  headquarters  all  movements  of  cattle.     (A, P.) 

Guiana  Trust  A  Georgetown  report  by  the  Canadian  Press  says  the 

Fund  Formed       formation  of  a  development  trust  fund  of  more  than  $500,000 

from  which  loans  and  grants  would  be  made  for  social,  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  purposes  v/as  officially  announced  Saturday.  The 
fund,  established  for  the  improvement  of  conditions  in  British  Guiana,  would 
be  created  from  a  si:im  piled  up  several  yeara  ago  chiefly  by  contributions 
from  the  sugar  estates  of  the  colony,  Gov.  Sir  Geoffrey  Northcote  said.  The 
money,  contributed  for  the  purpose  of  fostering  emigration  from  India  to 
British  Guiana,  has  been  lying  idle,  the  Governor  announced. 

Book  on  In  a  book  to  be  published  today  in  New  York,  entitled 

Foreign  Trade      "Reciprocity:  A  National  Policy  for  Foreign  Trade,"  Wil- 
liam S.  Culbertson,  former  American  Ambassador  to  Chile, 
strongly  endorses  the  trade  agreemicnts  program  now  being  developed  and 
applied  by  Secretary  Hull.    Mr.  Culbertson  includes  in  an  appendix  hither- 
to unpublished  ocmmuni cat  ions  shov\/ing  the  manner  in  which  Secretary  of 
State  Hughes  and  President  Harding  introduced  the  fujidamental  change  in 
our  commercial  treaty  structure  of  the  uncondit ion/m-ost-f avored- nation 
principle.     (New  York  Times.) 
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Congress,  Both  Houses  passed  S.  1439  to  provide  for  loans  made 

Feb.  11  necessary  by  floods  or  other  catastrophes  in  the  year  1957. 

This  bill  will  now  be  sent  to  the  President.     The -Senate 
passed  S.J. Res.  70  relating  to  the  participation  by  the  United  States  in 
the  International  Exposition  of  Paris  1937.    The  Committee  on  Ccmjnerce 
reported  out  without  bmendment  the  following  bills:  S.  1406  to  authorize 
distribution  of  products  of  the  fishing  industry  (S.Rept,  84);  S.  1173 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  ''an  act  authorizing  the  construction  of  certain 
public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors  for  flood  control  (S.Hept.  83);  and 
S.J. Res.  53  providing  for  a  continuance  of  the  participation  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Great  Lakes  Exposition  in  the  State  of  Ohio  in  1937  and  for 
other  purposes  (S.Rept.  87).    The  House  Committee  on  Merchant  Marine  and 
Fisheries  reported  out  with  amendment  E.R.  4609  to  authorize  the  purchase 
and  distribution  of  products  of  the  fishing  industry  (H.Rept.  223). 

Himalayan  "Par  back  in  the  Himalaya  mountains  of  northeastern 

Partridge  India,  near  Tibet,  natives  a,rG  this  winter  trapping  Uepales 

for  Wisconsin      hill  partridges  and  Chijkar  partridges  destined  to  spend 

the  remainder  of  their  days  on  the  other  side  of  the  world 
in  Vifisconsin, "  says  an  editorial  in  H\mt  er-Trader-Trapper  (February)* 
"1/V.  E.  G-rimmer,   superintendent  of  gam.e  management  for  the  Wisconsin  Con- 
servation Department,  announced  that  a  hunter  has  been  commissioned  by 
Wisconsin  to  brirife  back  alive  Himalayan  mountain  partridge  for  the  Con- 
servation Department's  experim.ental  game  and  fur  farm  at  Foynette,  l/Vis- 
consin.    The  birds  are  being  trapped  in  the  ITepal  hills  this  winter  and 
will  be  brought  down  to  Calcutta  and  shipped  to  IJew  York  early  in  the 
spring, .  .Wisconsi-n' s  state  game  farm  now  has  Hungarian,  Indian  and  French 
partridges,  along  with  some  20  varieties  of  pheasants,  some  rare  and 
exotic,  andl  quail,  wild  turkey,  grouse  and  other  game  birds.     Supt .  Grim.- 
mer  states  that  this  division  hopes  later  on  to  import  additional  Impeyan, 
Tragopan,  Cheer  and  Koklas  pheasants  from  the  east  Indian  Himalayas..  The 
Asiatic  partridges  are  being  imported  as  part  of  Wisconsin's  experimental 
work  in  breeding  birds  to  stock  the  state  with  hardy  upland  game." 

X-Ray  G-rading  Grading  of  oranges  by  use  of  the  X-ray  seems  to  be 

of  Oranges         the  next  step  for  citrus  packers,     California  Fruit  Growers 

Exchange  recently  tested  a  machine  with  whicii  the  operator 
is  able  to  see  the  center  of  the  fruit  as  it  passes  on  a  belt  between  two 
flouroscopes.    A  total  of  22,500  oranges  an  hour  m^y  be  inspected  ±h  this 
manner  and  imperfect  fruit  is  discarded  by  the  touch  of  a  lever,  (Americai 
Fruit  Grower,  February.) 

Brazilian  Indications  that  Brazil's  export  trade  in  cotton 

Cotton  Exports    textiles  is  expanding  were  given  in  a  report  recently  by 

the  Department  of  Comjnerce.     In  a  recent  two-m.onths  period 
one  large  mill  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  made  one  shipment  vajlued  at  Jpl8,000  to 
Cuba,  another  of  $6,000  to  British  llalaya,  and  several     smaller  shipments 
to  Portugal,     The  sam.e  mill  was  reported  to  have  contracted  recently  to 
supply  cotton  textiles  to  Buenos  Aires  valued  at  $35,000.    Most  of  the 
textiles  involved  were  fine  cotton  drills.  (Press.) 
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"Dynamite"  Spray  "...For  those  growers  who/ codling  moth  problem  appears 
for  Apples  impossible  of  solution,  we  suggest  the  'dynamite'  spray- 

as  developed  by  Dr.  W.S.  Hough,  Winchester  Research 
Laboratory,  Virginia  Experiment  Station,"  says  the  Southern  Planter  (?eb- 
r'oary)  .     "...The  'dynamite'  spray  contined  1  pint  of  nicotine  sulphate, 
4  quarts  of  a  summer  spray    oil  and  3  pounds  of  a-r senate  of  lead  per  100 
gallons  of  spray.     The  'dynamite'   spray  was  checked  against  a  regular 
spray  program  followed  by  orchard! sts  around  Winchester  and  against  un- 
sprayed  trees.     In  commenting  on  his  spray.  Dr.  Hough  said:    'This  is  the 
most  effective  combination  that  we  have  yet  -ased  against  the  codling  moth. 
It  is  a  triple-acting  spray.    The  nicotine  kills  codling  moths  occurring 
in  the  trees  at  the  time  of  spraying  and  it  also  has  some  egg-killing  ac- 
tion.   Summer  oil  was  included  for  its  action  on  the  eggs  and  lead  arsen- 
ate to  poison  the  yO'jng  worms.    For  the  past  two  seasons  we  have  used 
such  a  triple  acting  combination  in  an  attempt  to  eradicate  the  first 
brood  in  .May  and  June  and  om-itted  spraying  for  the  second  brood  in  July 
and  August ..  .According  to  our  tests,  an  average  of  not  less  than  72  per- 
cent of  the  months  m  the  trees  at  the  time  of  spraying  can  be  killed  by 
the  nicotine,  while  the  oil  will  kill  from  85  to  95  percent  of  the  eggs. 
Due  to  the  high  cost  of  the  ingredients,  such  a  spra^^  combination  cannot 
be  used  generally,  but  may  be  practical  where  the  codling  moth  is  very 
difficult  to  control.'..,",  . 

One-Variety  Eugene  Butler,  author  of  "$20,000,000  Here  From  Better 

Cotton  Quality  Cotton"  in  the  Progressive  Farmer  (February)  says 

Communities       in  part:  "Farmers  throughout  the  South  should  go  ahead 

with  one-variety  coram^anities .     'They  offer  so  m-any  adva- 
tages,'  says  Master  Farm.er  Aaron  Fleming  of  Alabama,    'that  farm.ers  cannot 
afford  to  be  without  them.     O^or  one-variety  community  has  given  100  per- 
cent satisfaction.     We  did  not  have  to  look  for  buyers.    They  looked  for 
us.     Vfe  are  getting  from  $2  to  $4  a  bale  more  for  ou"^  cotton  than  our 
fellow  farmers  who  are  still  raising  just  cotton.'     One-variety  cotton 
communities  are  being  discussed  at  m-nny  of  the  night  schools  held  this 
winter  by  vocational  teachers  throughout  the  South.    Whenever  farmers 
come  together  in  their  community  organizations,  this  method  of  improving 
cotton  quality  comes  up  for  consideration. . .A  South-wide  movement  devoted 
to  the  organize  ion  of  one-variety  commianities  could  in  a  few  years  add 
$20,000,000  to  the  annual  income  of  the  cotton  growers  of  the  South,  A 
premium  of  only  30  points  or  $1,50  a  bale,  which  could  easily  be  had 
through  one-variety  organizations,  applied  to  a  crop  of  13,000,000  bales 
would  make  this  large  increase  in  income  a  reality." 

Wax  Picking  "Wax  picking,  newest  method  of  feather  removal,  has 

of  Poultry         played  a  big  part  in  giving  New  York  City  consumers  better 

turkeys  this  season,"  says  the  Farm.  Journal  (February). 
"Birds  dressed  by  the  wax  method  are  first  semi-scalded  in  water  at  124 
degrees    to  130  degrees  F. ,  then  rough  picked.    After  drying  and  cooling, 
the  birds  are  given  from  two  to  four  coats  of  melted  wax  (115  degrees  to 
130  degrees  F.)  which  is  allowed  to  harden.    When  this  wax  'slicker'  is 
peeled  from  the  carcass,  it  takes  all  remaining  feathers  with  it — and  that 
means  pinfeathers,  too.    The  more  pinfeathers  there  are,  the  better  the 
wax  method  v/orks.  .  ." 


Vol.  LXIV*  Koi  3Cj  b  ^  ^e■bT<^mvy  15,  1537 

Sedtion  3 
MARKET  QUOTATIONS 


Fe'br'oary  12  —  Livestock  at  Chicago  (Closing  Quotations);  Slaughter 
cattle,  co.lves  and  vealers,   steers  900"13C'0  lbs  good  and  choice  10,80- 
13«75J  cov/s  good  6,00~7«OOj  heifers  55^-750  lbs  good  and  choice  9»C0- 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  2,50-10.50;  feeder  and  stocker  steers  5^0- 
1050  Ihs  good  and  choice  6,75-9«00,    Hogs:  l60-?C0  Ihs  good  and  choice 
lO.OC^lO.UO;  200-250  l"bs  good  and  choice  1C.25~10.U0;  250-350  Ihs  good 
and  choice    10,15-10,^0;  slaughter  pigs  100-1^0  Ihs  good  and  choice 
8,00-9»75»     Slaughter  sheep  r^jid  lamhs,  lamhs  good  and  choice  90  l^s  down 
9.50-10.50. 

Grain:  (No  quo to.t ions) 

Florida  Bliss  Triumph  potatoes  $1.50-$2,15  ii^  city  markets,  per 
"bushel  crate;  $1,U0-$1,U5  f.o.b,  Pompano,    Maine  sacked  Green  k'oi:mtains 
$2,35-$2.75  per  100  po^onds  in  eastern  cities;   $1.92-2— $1.9 7^  f.o.b. 
Presque  Isle.     Wisconsin  sacked  Round  Whites  $2.50-$2.55  carlot  sales  in 
Chicago;   $2,15-$2.25  f.o.b,  Waupaca,     Idaho  sacked  Russet  Burbanks  $3.35"' 
$3.60  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.gO-$2,9C  f,o.b,   Idaho  Falls.    New  York 
Yellow  onions  gO(^-$l  per  50-pound  sack  in  the  East;  'J^(f:SQ(p  f.o.b. 
Rochester.     Midwestern  stock  75^^$1        consuming  centers;  95^^  f.o.b. 
West  Michigan  points.    New  York  Danish  t^^e  calbbage  50^z^-8C^  per  50-pound 
sack  in  terminal  markets;  $17  sacked  per  ton  f.o.b.     Rochester.  Texas 
Round  type  $l,50-$2  per  lettuce  crate  in  city  markets;  ~(0(p'-^0(p  f.o.b.  Lowe 
Rio  Grande  Valley  points.    Eastern  Stayman  apples,  No,  1,  2'\  inch  minimum 
$1.25"$1.?^5  per  bushel  basket  in  a  few  cities.    Michigan  Rhode  Island 
Greenings  $1.35~$1»^0  in  Chicago, 

No  cotton  quotations. 

No  butter  and  egg  quotations. 
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THArE  POLICY  A  strcTxg  endcr senient  of  Secretary  rlull '  s  reciprocal 

EiTLORSED  trade  policy  was  given  yesterday  ty  Lewis  u.  Louglas^,  for- 

mer director  of  the  budget,  in  testimony  before  a  subccn- 
mittee  of  the  Senate  Finance  CoiEnittee,  which  is  considering  the  bill  for 
three  years  to  negotiate  reciprocal  unconditional  mcst-favcred-nat ion  trade 
agreements.    Mr.  Douglas  gave  his  approval  on  both  broad  and  detailed 
grounds  covering  domestic  and  foreign  conditions.     The  policy,  he  declarei, 
was  "one  of  the  few  frontal  attacks"  being  made  on  depressed  conditions 
throughout  the  world.  (Press.) 


COSTS  OF  MILK  Three  methods  of  reducing  milk  delivery  costs  in  ITew 

LELIVEHY  York  City  were  outlined  tc  visitors  yesterday  ^s  Cornell 

University  opened  its  thirtiei^h  annual  farm  and  home  week 
before  1,CC0  farmers.     C.  j".  Blanford,  assistant  in  saarketing  cn  the  staff 
of  the  State  College  of  Agricult-are ,  recommended:  discontinuance  of  door- 
step delivery  in  areas  where  stores  already  handle  a  large  proportion  of 
milk  cons-omed;  establishment  of  a  system  cf  discounts  for  quantity  pur- 
chases; and  use  of  large  delivery  trucks  in  some  areas,  each  t  ruck  to  be 
in  charge  of  a  driver  salesman,  with  one  to  three  helpers,  at  lower  wages, 
to  do  the  running.     (New  York  Times.) 

AEGEM^Il^E  The  nrvr  Argentine  wheat  crop,  besides  being  a  record 

ME^T  CROP  in  volume,  will  also  orove  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  q-aality, 

especially  with  respect  to  the  specific  weight  of  the  gram, 
according  tc  a  report  received  yesterday  by  the  (Canadian)  Dominion  Bureau 
of  Statistics  from  its  correspondents  in  Buenos  Aires.     Cificial  sam.pling 
of  cargoes  of  new  wheat  showed  an  average  of  m-ore  than  64  pounds  tc  tne 
bushel.     (Canadian  Press.) 

PAY  RAISE  BILL-  Senator  McCarran  cf  ::evada  yesterday  introduced  a  re- 

REVISSD  -  vised  low-bracket  pay  raise  bill  and  iiunediately  set  to 

Y7ork  on  a  measure  aimed  at  effecting  greater  efiiciency 
among  government  employees.    The  second  bill,  which  probably  will  ce  in- 
troduced in  the  Senate  late  this  week,  would  set  up  a  system  oi  weeding 
out  inferior  employees  by  means  of  examinations.    (T/asnmgton  rost.) 

DUST  STORIvIS  Dust  storms,  ranging  from  a  "black  blizzard"  tea 

red-brown  haze  in  Hcrth  Texas,  whipped  over  parts  oi  lour 
southwestern  states  last  night,  says  a  Gu;yiiion,   Oklahoma,  report  by  the  As- 
sociated Press.    The  stems  spread  in  the  old  "dust  bowl"  sectors  oi  Col- 
orado,  Texas  and  Oklahoma  and  in  Northwest  Kansas. 
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Vitamin  B  for  James  Bonner,   California  Institute  of  Technology, 

G-rowth  in  in  a  letter  to  Science  (February  12)  says:   "In  experi- 

Plants  ments  to  "be  reported  in  detail  elsewhere,  we  have  found 

that  vitamin       is  an  important   'growth  factor'  or  'growth 
hormone'  for  growth  in  vitro  of  isolated  roots.     It  seems  prohahle  that 
vitamin  B]_  is  the  active  principle  of  yeast  extract,  shown  by  Robbins  to 
be  beneficial  for  the  growth  of  isolated  corn  roots  and  by  White  to  be 
necessary  for  the  continued  growth  of  isolated  tomato  roots.     After  an 
extensive  search  for  optimal  conditions  and  optimal  composition  of  the 
nutrient  solution  it  was  first  found  possible  to  grow  freshly  isolated 
pea  roots  in  a  pure  synthetic  medium  containing  inorganic  salts  and  su- 
crose.   Additions  of  yeast  extract  had  no  stimulating  effect  upon  this 
initial  culture  or  'passage'  and,  in  fact,  yeast  extract  concentrations 
higher  than  0.01  percent  were  slightly  inhibitory,  due  probably  to  het- 
eroauxin  present  in  the  yeast.,,We  have  as  yet  no  indication  that  sub- 
stances other  than  vitamin  B]_  (for  example,  amino  acids  in  small  amounts) 
are  necessary  as  'growth  substances'  for  pea  roots.     It  is  possible,  how- 
ever,  that  over  larger  numbers  of  passages  such  co-growth  substances  may 
be  indispensable.     Vitamin  Bi  is  then  not  only  an  anim.al  vitamin  and  a 
growth  substance  for  fungi  and  bacteria,  but  it  is  also  a  growth  substance 
for  higher  plants.    Kogl  and  Haagen-Smit  in  a  paper  published  while  ex- 
periments with  crystalline  vitamin  B    were  in  progress  confirm  this  con- 
clusion,  in  that  they  have  shown  that  B2  is  beneficial  to  the  growth  in 
vitro  of  excised  pea  embryos,  the  effect  being  apparently  principally 
upon  the  roots." 

Drought -Resist ant  Despite  last  summer's  drought,  Louisiana  sugar 

Sugar  Cane  cane  farmers  have  harvested  one  of  their  best  crops  in 

years,  says  a  Baton  Rouge  press  report.     The  Louisiana 
State  Extension  Service  credits  the  fact  to  the  greatly  increased  plant- 
ing of  new  varieties  of  sugar  cane  released  to  the  planters  by  the  State 
Experiment  Station  after  lengthy  tests.    The  new  canes  are  designated  as 
CP.  28-11,  CP.  28-19  and  CP.  29-320  and  were  developed  originally  by 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Canal  Point,  Ela.    About  83  per- 
cent of  the  1936  sugar  crop  in  Louisiana  was  produced  with  the  new  varie- 
ties.    The  percentage  was  about  half  that  in  1935.    W.  G-.  Taggart ,  assist- 
ant director  of  the  Louisiana  Experiment  Station,  says  the  CP.  canes  are 
"vastly  superior"  in  disease  resistance  qualities.     They  are  earlier  in 
maturing  than  the  older  canes  and  produced  high  tonnage  in  the  second 
and  third  years  and  are  high  in  sucrose  content,  he  said.     The  change 
from  the  older  varieties  to  the  CP.  canes  was  the  quickest  switch  from 
one  type  of  cane  to  another  in  the  state's  sugar  history,   it  was  said, 

Dr.  Marbut  International  recognition  was  again  given  the  work 

Honored  of  the  late  Dr.  C  E.  Marbut  in  a  recent  number  of  Pedology, 

a  scientific  publication  published  by  the  Soviet  Republics, 
The  entire  issue  is  dedicated  to  Dr.  Marbut  ' s  memory  and  among  the  con- 
tributors are  f ound  F.  B.  Mumford,  M.  P.  Miller,  H.  H.  Krusekopf  and  Hans 
Jenny  of  the  University  of  Missouri.     There  are  also  articles  by  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  leading  universities  and  research  institutions  through- 
out Europe  and  Asia,     (Missouri  Farm  Bureau  News,) 
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Civil  Service  The  Civil  Service  Coirmissicn  anno-uiices  the  followin^^ 

Examinations        examinations:  radio  inspector,  assembled,  ip2,0G0,  Federal 

Ccmm-ani cations  Commission;  J-onicr  billing- "bookkeeping 
machine  operator,  $1,440,  assembled.    Applications  to  be  on  file  by  iferch 
8,  if  received  from  states  other  than  those  nam^ed  in  (b)  ;  (b)  March  11, 
if  received  from  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana,  ITevada, 
New  Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  Washington,  Wyoming. 

Cold  Storage  "The  development  of  refrigerated  locker  storage  ser- 

Lockers  vices  in  many  parts  of  riiral  America  is  significant  be- 

cause the  movement  f oresliadcws  a  vastly  im.prcved  standard 
of  living  for  the  farm  home,"  says  J.  Y/.  Emig  in  Ice  and  ^Refrigeration 
(February.      "The  farmer  can  rent  a  locker  fgr  from. $6    to  $10  a  year, 
and  store  his  own  meats,  vegetables,  fruits  and  other  food  products, 
keeping  them  under  lock  and  key  and  drawing  from  the  supply  to  suit  his 
wants.    He  can  butcher  his  ov/n  meats  if  he  wishes,  or  he  can  have  the 
locker , attendant ,  who  is  usually  a  skilled  butcher,  do  it  for  him.  The 
tcv/n  dweller,  too,  ;  if  he  is  a  hunter,  uses  the  community  locker  plant  to 
store  his,gam.e  until  long  after  the.  hunting  season... To  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  the  mxanageis  of  these  plants  offer  supplementary  services  which 
facilitate  the  use  of  the  lockers  and  augment  the  revenue  from  them.. 
Most  of  them:  have  a  butcher  in  attendance  who  will  cut  a  quarter  of  beef, 
hogs  or  veal  into  convenient  steaks,  chops,  and  roasts.     The  charge  for 
this  service  is  1  or  1  1/2  cents  a  pound  of  meat,  which  covers  the  butch- 
er's salary.    These  cuts  are  immediately  placed  in  cold  storage,  to  be 
used  as  the  customier  desires.     Or  he  m.ay  place  the  v/hole  quarter  in  stor- 
age and  do  his  own  butchering  from  time  to. time.     L^ny  op-^rate  a  com^plete 
meat  market  and  grocery  in  the  front  part  of  the  building;   gaining  the 
usual  profit  on  the  sale  of  m.eats,  groceries,  etc.,  in  addition  to  the 
butchering  charge  and  locker  fees.    Under  this  plan  there  is  often  a  re- 
frigerated window  display  of  q^uarter  carcasses  and  different  kinds  of  m.eat 
for  sale,  always  .large  cuts  at  correspondingly  low  prices  per  pound. 
Others  have  a  pickle  room  whose  services  are  available  at  a  nominal  charge, 
while  some  conduct  a  sausage  kitchen  with  smokehouse,  rendering  kettle 
and  the  other  necessary  implements.,." 

Iowa  Feed  Iowa's  governor,  N,  G-.  Kraschel,  has  signed  and  made 

Loan  Plan  effective  immediately,  an  em.ergency  feed  lean  law  enacted 

by  the  Iowa  legislature  late  last  month.    Under  the  bill 
each  county.  m:ay  issue  anticipatory  v/arrants  aggregating  as  much  as  $7c;,- 
000  to  create  funds  from  which  feed  loans  may  be  m.ade.     No  limit  is  set 
on  the  amount  that  may  be  loaned    to  an  individual  farm.er,  but  when  its 
limit  of  cp75,000  is  used  up  a  county  m-ay  loan  no  more.    The  warrants  are 
to  be  sold    at  par,  to  bear  3  percent  interest.     Supervisors  may  retire 
the  loans  through  millage  tax  levy,  through  repayment  into  the  emergency 
fund  of  loans  m.ade  to  farm.ers,  or  -through  use  of  federal  funds  available 
to  the  county  for  feed  purposes.     Loans  to  farmers  m.ay  be  miade  for  not 
more  than  12  months,  but  do  not  req'oi.re  the  farm.er  to  put  up  security. 
(G-rain  Dealers  Journal,  February  10.). 

Truck  Movement  In  spite  of  the  general  letdown  in  business  in  the 

flood  areas,  ccmmcdity  m^ovement  by  truck  increased  2.2 
percent  in  January  over  the  monthly  ^-verage  for  last  year,  according  to 
the  American  Trucking  Associations,   Inc.  (press.) 
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FelDruary  I5  —  Livestock  at  Chicago   (Closing  QuotatiorB)  :  Slaughter 
cattle,  calves  and  vealers,   steers  5OO-I3CC  Its  good  and  choice  ICCO- 
13. 5O;  cows  good  6,00-7.00;  heifers  55^-750  Ihs  good  and  choice  9.OC- 
12,00;  vealers  good  and  choice      50-10. 5O;  feeder  and  stocker  steers  5OO- 
1050  1-bs  good  and  choice  6. 75-9. 00.    Hogs:  16O-2OO  Ihs  good  and  choice 
9.80-10.30;  2CO-25O  lbs  good  and  choice  lO.i5-lO.3C;  250~350  Tds  good 
and  choice  10.00-1C.2L;   slaughter  pigs  lOO-lUO  Ihs  good  and  choice  7.S5~ 
9.65.     Slaughter  sheep  and  lamhs, lamts  good  and  choice  90  Ihs  down  9.65- 
10.50. 

Grain:  No.  1  D.No.  Spr.lTheat*  Minneap.  l^G^l^^i',  No.  2  L.No.Spr.* 

Minnea-D.  155:|-157^;  No.  2  Am.  Bur .*Minneap /  149-155;  No.  1  H.  Ainber 
Durum,' Duluth,  151^-169:  No.  2  H.  Wr.*K.C.  139j-145-|;  Chi.  142-144; 
St.  Louis  I44J-;  No.  2  S.R.  ¥r.  St.  Louis  146-145^;  No.  1  w.Tn.  Portland 
117-|;-No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  114  3/8-119  3/8;  No.  2  yellow  corn  K.C.  122^- 
123|;  No.  3  yellow,  Chi.  110-115;  St.  Louis  113-114^;  No.  3  white  oats, 
Minneap.  50|-5lf ;  K.C  54-J-^56^;  Chi.  53-54;  St.  Louis  55-|-;  No.  1  malt- 
ing "barley,  Minneap.  137-139;  No.  3  good  malting  Minneap.  128-134; 
No.  '2,  Minneap.  85-93;  No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  222-230. 

Florida  Bli^s  Triump  potatoes  $1.50-^2.10  per  100  pounds  in  city 
markets;  $1.40-$1.45  f.o.h.  Pompano.    Maine  sacked  Green  Mountains 
$2.40-$2.75  per  100  pound  sack  in  eastern  cities;  $1. 92-|-$l ."97^  f.o.h. 
Presaue  Isle.     Wisconsin  sacked  Round  Whites  $2.40-$2.50  carlot  sales 
in  Chicago;  $2.15-$2.17^-  f.o.b.  Waupaca.     Idaho  sacked  Russet  Bur  "banks 
$3.40-$3.60  carlot  sales  in  Chicago^;  $2.75-$2.85  f  .o.h.  Twin  Palls. 
New  York  Yellow  onions- "Drought  85^-$1.40  per  50  pound  sack  in  the  East. 
Midwestern  stock  $1.15-$1. 40  in  consuming  centers;  $1.15  f.o.h.  West 
Michigan- point  s.    Nev/  York  Danish  type  cabbage  50^-80^  per  50-pound 
sack  in  terminal  markets;  $17-$18  sacked  per  ton  f.o.b.  Rochester. 
Texas  Round  type$1.50~$2  per  lettuce  crate  in  city  markets;  70^-75^ 
f.o.b.  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  points.    New  York,  U.S.  #1,  2^  inch 
minimum  Rhode  Island  Greening  apples"  $1 .25-$l . 50  per  bushel  basket  in 
New  York;  $1.15  f.o.b.  Rochester. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  7/8  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  advanoed3  points  from  the  previous  close  to  12.87 
cents  per  pound.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  v^as  11.38  cents. 
March  future  contracts  on  the  Nev/  York  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  4  points 
to  12.65  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  remained  un- 
changed at  12.55  cents.  '  - 

Wholesale  prices  of "  fresh  creamery  butt er  at  New  York  were;  92 
Score,  34J  cents;  91  Score,  '33|  cents;  90  score,  33^  cents.  Fnolesale 
prices  of  No.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at"  New  York  were:    Plats,  19^ 
cents,  S.Daisies,  18:|-18^  cents;  Y.  Americas,   18^18j  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  fresh  eggs,  ijiixed  colors,  ■  at  Nev/  York:  (Urner  Barry  Company 
quotations)  were:     Specials,  24-24J  cents;   Standards,  23^  cents; 
Pirsts,  22J-23  cents. 


*Prices  basis • ordinary  protein. 


DAILY  DIGEST 

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  information.  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions^  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
Of  importance . 
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U.S .-PHILIPPINE  Manuel  Luis  Quezon,  president  of  the  15-month- old 

TFiADS  MISSION      Philippine  Commonwealth,   is  coming  here  next  week  in  an 

attempt  to  get  the  United  States  to  keep  its  gates  ajar 
for  Philippine  products,  says  an  Associated  Press  report.    The  Philippines 
independence  act  now  provides  that  the  American  tariff  gates  shall  close 
against  Philippine  sugar,  coconut  oil  and  other  goods  v;hen  the  isla.nds 
"become  an  independent  nation  in  1946.     Pilipino  leaders  point  to  a  new 
tariff  commission  report  on  Philippine-American  trade.     The  commission 
found  the  islands  had  profited  mere  than  the  United  States  from  their  com.- 
merce  but  said  the  independence  act's  economic  terms  would  "bear  heavily 
on  Philippine  industry  and  added  "it  is  not  certain  that  adequate  provi- 
sion has  been  made  for  a  tra.nsition  period  sufficiently  gradual," 


PANHANDLE  G-rizzled  Panhandle  farmers,   stung  by  two  successive 

DUST  STOHM  "black  blizzards",   dug  in  last  night  for  a  finish  fight  as 

a  vast  dust  storm  swept  toward  the  G-ulf  of  Mexico.     The  new 
"black  blizzard",   second  of  the  season,  struck  the  Panhandle  yesterday — 
this  year's  focal  point  of  dusters  that  have  been  felt  in  parts  of  Colorado, 
New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Kansas  and  Texas.     Visibility  dropped  to  125  feet 
at  Guymon,  Oklahom.a,  and  less  than  a  block  at  Boise  City  and  Texhoma.  Wheat 
began  to  blow  out.     (A. P.) 


ALBERTA  A  Calgary  report  by  the  Canadian  Press  says  Southern 

CATTLE  LOSS       Alberta  ranchers  sought  desperately  yesterday  to  save  their 

thinning  herds  of  horses  and  cattle  from  the  ravages  of 
starvation  and  the  inroads  of  hunger-made  wolf  packs.     Subzero  temperatures 
which  arrived  with  the  new  year  and  continued  for  forty  icy  days  as  snow 
piled  high  over  the  rangelands  sent  herds  wandering  for  miles  in  an  alm.ost 
fruitless  search  for  food,  subsisting  on  twigs  of  willows,  buck  brushes 
and  other  shrubs.     Pioneer  ranchers  say  range  conditions  have  been  as  seri- 
ous only  in  1886  and  1907, 


FOREST  FIRES  ■  A  Valpariso,   Chile,  cable  to  the  New  York  Times  says 

IN  CHILE  rapidly  advancing  forest  fires  in  the  southern  provinces 

of  Chile  have  caused  the  government  to  adopt  strict  con- 
trol measures  in  view  of  the  danger  to  nearby  towns.    The  governors  of  the 
provinces  have  received  telegraphic  instructions  to  employ  their  police 
forces  to  check  fires  and  protect  the  endangered  zones. 
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Crop  Production  W.  T.  G-ericke,  University  of  California,  in  a  letter 

in  Liquid  to  Science  (February  12)  says:   "In  the  late  suiinrier  of 

Culture  Media      1935  a  number  of  large  growers  of  certain  vegetables  and 

flowers  adopted  liquid  culture  media  on  a  large  scale 
for  the  grov/ing  of  crops  and  have  (for  two  seasons)  placed  on  the  market 
products  so  grown  to  compote  with  those  produced  by    agriculture.  Thus 
f'orther  evidence  has  been  established  that  production  of  certain  crops 
without  soil  is  practicable  and  it  appears  that  the  introduction  into 
the  economic  field  of  a  new  method  of  production,  essentially  another 
origin  of  agricultural  crops,  may  well  be  considered  as  the  birth  of  a 
nev\^  art  and  perchance  a  new  science  which  should  be  designated  by  a  dis- 
tinctive name. .  .Because  the  term  '  acquiculture '  ,  as  used  by  the  author 
in  the  first  annoxmcement ,  had  previously  been  used  in  other  connections, 
being  the  designation  given  to  the  culture  of  aquatic  plants  and  marine 
animals,  it  becomes  necessary  to  select  a  now  word,     'Hydroponics',  which 
was  suggested  by  Dr.  Yi/'.  A.  Setchell,  of  the  University  of  California, 
appears  to  convey  the  desired  men.ning  better  than  any  of  a  nimber  of  words 
considered. 'Hydroponics '   (hydro,  water,  and  ponos,  labor)  has  a  strong- 
economic  and  utilitarian  connotation;  therefore  it  is  desirable  in  viev/ 
of  the  historic  use  of  water  culture  in  plant  physiology.    The  word  has 
not  been  used  heretofore  in  a  scientific  sense  and  hence  there  can  be  no 
objection  as  to  prior  usage." 

Perennial  As  a  result  of  experiments  carried  out  under  the  direc 

V/heat  Study       tion  of  Dr.  L.E.  Kirk,  Dominion  Agrost ologist  and  Chief  of 

the  Forage  Plant  Division,  Experimental  Farms  Branch, 
Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture,  assisted  by  the  National  Research 
Council,  considerable  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  production  of 
perennial  wheat.     Dr.  Kirk  states  that  the  project  of  developing  a  peren- 
nial wheat  was  begun  two  years  ago  and  since  then  it  has  been  vigorously 
prosecuted  on  a  rather  extensive  scale.    About  20,000  cross  pollinations 
were  made  in  1935  and  about  50,000  in  1936,  both  in  the  greenhouses  under 
artificial  light  during  the  winter  months  and  in  the  field  during  the  sum- 
mar.    About  a  dozen  species  and  varieties  of  wheat  and  an  equal  number  of 
species  of  grains  were  used.    There  still  remains  a  great  deal  of  work 
yet  to  be  done  before  the  desired  objectives  a.re  reached,  Dr.  Kirk  em.- 
phasizes.    A  wide  range  of  material  is  on  hand  from  vi^hich  selections  can 
be  made  and  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  predict  just  what  types  of 
plants  out  of  this  material  will  be  found  most  suitable  and  useful. 
(Dominion  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  Publicity  and  Extension  Branch,  No.  67.) 

N.Y.  Hural  New  Yor'^  State  utilities  plan  to  equal  this  year  the 

Power  Lines        record  expansion  of  rural  lines,  4,000  miles,  which  was 

achieved  in  1936,  the  annual  report  of  the  Public  Service 
Commission  states.     This  will  compare  v/ith  nearly  3,500  miles  extension 
of  rural  lines  made  during  1934  and  1935.    The  commission  reports  that 
there  were  approxim.ately  28,000  miles  of  rural  lines  at  the  close  of 
1936,  as  against  24,159  miles  at  the  end  of  1935  and  21,732  miles  at  the 
close  of  1934.     There  were  about  75,000  farm  customers  at  the  end  of 
1936,  the  report  says,  as  against  61,506  on  December  31,  1935,  and  57,- 
825  on  December  31,  1934.     (Wall  Street  Journal,  January  15.) 
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Congress,  The  Senate  passed  the  following  bills:  S.  1406  to 

Feb.  15  authorize  distribution  of  products  of  the  fishing  Indus-- 

try;  S.J.Hes,  53  providing  for  continuance  of  the  partici- 
pation of  the  United  States  in  the  Great  Laices  Exposition  in  Ohio  in  1957 
and  for  other  purposes.     The  Senate  Coirjr.ittee  on  Conzrxerce  reported  out 
with  ainendrnents  S.  5  to  prevent  the  adulteration,  misbranding  and  false 
advert isment  of  food,  drugs,   devices  and  cosmetics  in  interstate,  foreign, 
and  other  ccmm.erce,   subject  to  the  j'Jirisdict ion  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  purposes  of  safeguarding  the  public  health,  preventing  deceit  upon  the 
purchasing  public  and  for  other  purposes  (S.Hept.  91),    The  Senate  re- 
ceived a  comiminicat ion  from  the  President,  transmitting  supplemental  ex- 
timates  of  appropriations  for  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Commodity 
Credit  Ccrporaticn,  the  Export-Import  Bank  of  Washington  and  the  Electric 
Home  and  Farm  Authority  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,   1958;  referred 
Committee  on  Appropriations.    The  House  passed  H.R.  4609  to  authorize  the 
purchase  and  distribution  of  products  of  the  fishing  industry.     The  House 
Committee  on  Appropriations  reported  out  the  Treasury-Fost  Office  appro- 
priation bill,  H.R.  4720,  for  1928  (H.Hept.  256).    The  House  Committee  on 
Agriculture  reported  out  adversely  the  resolutions  (K.Res.  98,  99,  101 
and  102)  requesting  the  Secretary  of  Agricult'ore  to  transmit  certain  in- 
formation to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  resolutions  were  laid 
on  the  table.    The  House  passed  S.J. Res.  70  relating  to  the  participation 
of  the  United  States  in  the  International  Exposition  cyf  Paris  193?.  The 
House  received  a  letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  transmitting 
recommendations  for  proposed  legislation;  referred  Comjrdttee  on  Agricul- 
ture , 

Toxicity  of  "Er.  K.  3.  Eaag,  collaborating  pharmacologist  for  the 

Rotenone  Department  at  the  Liedical  College  of  Virginia,  has  pub- 

and  Ferris  lished  (Soap,  Jan'oary)  a  com.parison  of  the  toxicities  of 

lead  arsenate  and  other  insecticides  as  contrasted  with 
those  of  rotenone  and  derris,"  says  Avery  S.  Hoyt,  Acting  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Entom.ology  and  Plant  Quarantine.     "When  fed  to  rabbits  rotenone 
has  only  1/50  the  acute  toxicity  of  lead  arsenate  and  only  l/lOO  the  acute 
toxicity  of  nicotine.     Ferris  contains  unknown  constituents  that  are  more 
poisonous  than  rotenone  to  anim.als  but  Ft.  Kaag  has  calculated  that  for 
p.  m.an  to  get  an    acutely  fatal  dose  of  derris  he  would  have  to  eat  4,000 
apples  bearing  the  excessively  high  spray  deposit  of  0.06  grain  derris 
(10  percent  rotenone)  per  pound.     The  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant 
Quarantine  recomjnends  for  the  control  of  cabbage  worm.s ,  I/lexican  bean  bee- 
tle and  certain  other  vegetable  insect  pests,  a  dust  m-ade  from  talc  or 
clay  and  powdered  derris  and  containing  not  more  than  1  percent  rotenone. 
In  order  for  a  m.an  to  get  an  acute  toxic  dose  of  this  dust  he  would  have 
to  eat  360  grams  of  it,  equivalent  to  about  4/5  of  a  powid.     It  is  doubt- 
ful if  one  could  swallow  this  quantity  of  material  even  with  suicidal  in- 
tent because  one  of  the  first  e'ffects  of  derris  is  to  cause  vomhting... 
Derris  residues  on  foodstuffs  axe  not  a  menace  to  health  because:   (l)  the 
amount  present  even  immxediately  following  application  is  sm-all;  (2)  this 
residue,  small  as  it  is,  is  rapidly  reduced  by  weathering  because  derris 
adtieres  poorly  as  compared  with  lead  arsenate;   (3)  rotenone  and  the  other 
constituents  in  the  derris  are  rapidly  decomposed  by  exposure  to  s^onlight 
and  air  and  these  decomposition  products  are  inert  when  fed  to  animals." 
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I/iAEKET  -qUOTATIOlTS 

j'e'briiary  l6  —  Livestock  at  Chicago  (Closing  Quotations)  :  Slaughter 
cattle,   calves  and  velaers.,   steers  ^00-lJ;CO  It.s  good  and  choice  10.00- 
13. 50;  cov/s  good  6,00-7.00;  heifers  55O-75O  Its  good  and  choice  9.OO- 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  S.OC'~10.25;  feeder  and  stocker  steers  ^CC~ 
1050. Ihs  good  and  choice  6, 75"9»00»     Hogs:  l60-200  Ihs  good  and  choice 
9.90-10.35;  200-250  Ihs  good  and  choice  10.25-10.35;  250-350  Ihs  good  and 
choice  10.10-10.35;  slaughter  pigs  100-lUo  Ihs  good  and  choice  7.^5-9.65. 
Slaughter  sheep  and  lamhs,  lamos  good  and  choice' 9O  Ihs  doTvn  ^  ,1^-10  ,~(0 , 

.     G-rain:  No.  1  D.No.Spr.*  Minneap.  155i-157f;  No.  2  D.No.Spr.*  Uinneap, 
15^^-156^;  No.  2  Am.I>ar.*  Minneap.  ik&^-l^k^;  No.  1  K.Amher  Durum,  Duluth, 
150f-l6si;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K.C,  13gi-lU3|;  Chi.  1^0-1^2^;   St.  Louis 
lfe"(Nom');  No.   2  S.R.Wr.   St.  Louis  ihk]  No.  1  ^.Ih.  Portland  115^;  No.  2 
rye.,  Minneap.  112-^117^-;  No.  2  yellor^  corn,  K.C,  122-123;  No.  3,  Chi. 
110f-113|;   St.  Louis  llU;  No.  2  mixed,  K.C.  53^-56;'  Chi.   5li-52i;  No.  3 
white  oats,  Minneap.   5^-51;  K.C.   53"i'~5^»   ^^i*  i^o«.l  malting  . 

harley,   Minneap,  I36-I30;  No.  3  good  malting,  Minneap.  126-133?  ^o*  2, 
Minneap.  S3-51;  No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap,  220-226. 

Florida  Bliss  Triumph  potatoes  .  $1. 75-$2. 10  per  "bushel  crate  in  city 
markets;   $1.5'^  f.o.h.  Fompano.     Maine  sacked  Green  Mountains  $2, 3 5" $3  P^i* 
100  poTJ-nds  in  the  East;   $1 , 9 2-|- $1 . 9 5i"  f.o.h,  Fresque  Isle.  Wisconsin 
sacked  Round  Elites  $2.6o  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  -$2.15  f.o.h..  Waupaca. 
Idaho  sacked  Busset  Surhanks  $3.35-$3«75  carlot  sales  in  Chicago,  New 
York  Yellow  onions  $1.25- $1.75  per  50-pound  sack  in  eastern  cities. 
Midwestern  stock  $1.25-$l.g5  in  consuming  centers;   $1.25-$l.Uo  f.o.h. 
West  Michigan  points.     New  York  Danish  type  cahhage  50^2^-75^^  ~9^^  50-pound 
sack  in  termino.l  markets;  $17  f.o.h,   sacked  per  ton  at  Rochester.  Texas 
Round  tjrpe  $1.50-$2.25  per  lettuce  crate  in  city  markets;  70^  i.o.h. 
Lower  Rio  G-rande  Valley  points.     New.  York  U.S.  #1,   2-|  inch  minimum  Rhode 
Island  G-reening  ?.pples  $1,25-$1.50  per  "bushel  "basket  in  New  York;  $1.15 
f.o.h.  Rochester. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  1 / S  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designo.ted  markets  declined  I3  points  fromi  the  previous  close  to  12.7^ 
cents  p-r  poanoo     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11. 36  cents, 
March  futuio  contracts  on  the  'New  York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  9  points 
to  12=5^-'  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  decline  d  10  points 
to  12.^5  cents. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  cream.ery  huttcr  at  New  York  v/ere  :  92 
Score,   3U-I  cents;  9I  Score,   3U  cents;  90  Score,   33|-  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  No.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York  were:  Flats,   19ir  cents; 
S. Daisies,  Ic^-lo-J-  cents;   Y.Americas,   12-|-1S^  cents.     Wholesale  prices  of 
fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,'  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  quotations) 
were:   Specials,   zk--2k^  cents;   Standards,   23^23^  cents;  Firsts,  22^-23 
cents,   (prepared  "by  EAE) 

*rrices  hasis  ordinary  protein. 


DAILY  DIGEST 

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service ,  Of f ice  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
Of  importance. 
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AUSTRALIM  A  CanlDerra  wireless  to  the  New  York  Times  says  that 

THABE  BALANCE      after  including  gold  v/orth  2,500,000  pounds  in  exports  to 

the  United  States,  Australia  has  a  favora"ble  trade  "bal- 
ance I  or  the  first  semester  of  the  financial  year  of  nearly  1,000,000 
pounds,  compared  with  an  adverse  balance  of  9,'i00,000  pounds  for  the  cor- 
responding period  in  1935.    Wool  exports  of  5,005,000  pounds  compared 
with  424,000  pounds  in  1935.     The  changed  halance  is  likely  to  be  used 
as  a  strong  argument  against  continuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  trade 
diversion  policy  discriminating  against  the  United  States. 

INTER-AIvIERICAN  A  San  Salvador,  El  Salvador,   cable  to  the  New  York 

KIG-HYifAY  Times  says  the  government  spent  576,652  colones,   or  about 

ij5250,660,  on  the  construction  of  El  Salvador's  section  of 
the  Inter-American  highway  in  1936,  according  to  an  official  report, 
parts  of  El  Salvador's  section  have  been  completed  and  the  entire  route 
is  passable  during  the  dry  season.     The  greatest  present  obstacle  is  the 
lack  of  a  bridge  over  the  Lempa  River,  but  the  government  is  working  on 
that  now.     It  is  estim.ated  the  bridge  will  cost  $200,000. 

N.Y.  MILK  A  proposal  to  place  a  producer- dealer  milk  price^fix- 

PRICE  FIXING-      ing  plan  on  the  statute  books,  in  place  of  present  price 

fixing  by  New  York  State  alone,  was  called  "unconstitu-^ 
tional"  at  a  legislative  committee's  hearing  into  dairymen's  price  prob- 
lems yesterday.     Offered  by  Earl  Laidlaw  of  Gouverneur,  a  m.ember  of  the 
State  Milk  Control  Board's  advisory  committee,   it  was  dubbed  illegal^by 
Senator  Joseph  D.  Numan  of  Queens,   secretary  of  the  committee  which  is 
seeking  sentim.ent  toward  renewing,  revising  or  repealing  the  state  con- 
trol law. 

SICK  LEAVE  Federal  employees  are  liable  to  the  government  for^ 

RULINa  any  advance  sick  leave  granted  them  in  the  event  of  their 

quitting  their  jobs,  Acting  Comptroller  General  Elliott 
ruled  yesterday.     The  ruling  was  handed  down  at  the  request  of  the  Na^y 
Department  which  wanted  t-j  know  if  disbursing  officers  would  be  held  per- 
sonally  liable  for  any  advance  pay  given  em.ployees,  sick  leave  being  classed 
as  advance  pay.     (Washington  Post.) 
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British  Sir  Daniel  Hall,  writing  in  the  Scottish  Journal  of 

Parm  Aid  Agriculture  (January)  says:  "Following  upon  the  original 

marketing  act  introduced  "by  Dr.  Addison,  the  present  gov- 
ernment has  placed  upon  the  statute  "book  further  measures  which  may  "be 
the  "basis  of  a  complete  reconstruction  of  British  agriculture.    The  mar- 
keting acts  confer  upon  appointed  bodies,  ultimately  upon  the . ministers 
responsible  for  agriculture,  control  over  the  sale,  distribution  and 
processing,  and  by  implication  the  production  for  sale  of  all  commodities 
of  an  agricultural  or  horticultural  nature.    At  present  these  powers  are 
only  being  partially  exercised  and  affect  only  a  few  products — milk,  po- 
tatoes, pigs  and  bacon  and  hops.    Again  each  marketing  beard  is  indepen-- 
dent  and  works  upon  no  coordinated  system.    Meantime  the  state  has  com- 
mitted itself  to  large  expenditures  for  the  improvement  of  the  agricul- 
tural situation,  by  way  of  direct  subsidy,  levies,  duty  and  the  remission 
of  taxation.     In  his  presidential  address  to  Section  M  in  1935,  Dr.  Venn 
estimated  the  assistance  then  being  given  to  agriculture,  both  from  the 
Exchequer  and  from  consumers,  as  amounting  to  about  40  million  pounds  a 
year;   some  addition  has  since  been  made  to  the  cattle  subsidy.     On  the 
other  side  of  the  account  may  be  reckoned  the  increased  rate  of  wages 
which  farmers  have  been  compelled  to  pay  since  the  restoration  of  the 
agriculturel  wages  act  in  1924..." 

Land  Boom  G-overnor  Myers  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration 

Possible  warned  the  chief  and  reviewing  appraisers  of  the  federal 

land  banks  in  session  recently  of  the  possibility  of  a 
boom  in  farm  real  estate,  if  prices  of  farm  commodities  continue  to  ad- 
vance or  even  to  hold  at  current  levels.     "Appraisers  should  not  be  ultrar- 
conservative  in  placing  values  on  farms;  neither  should  they  follow  the 
present  trend  upward  beyond  normal  land  values,"  he  said.     ""During  the 
distress  period  we  lent  courageously,  using  normal  values  and  now  ire  must 
guard  against  getting  off  that  basis."     Governor  Myers  told  the  apprais- 
ers that  for  the  man  heavily  in  debt  and  the  tenant  or  other  farmer  just 
starting  as  an  owner,  the  long-term  amortized  loan  is  well  adapted  and 
the  safest  available.     "Through  a  combination  of  land  bank  and  commis- 
sioner loans  the  bank  is  able  to  land  up  to  75  percent  of  the  appraised 
value  of  a  farm  and  the  terms  of  repayment  are  the  most  favorable  ever 
granted,"  he  declared.     (FCA,  No.  8-74.) 

World  Grassland  The  Fourth  International  Grassland  Congress  is  to  be 
Congress  held  in  Great  Britain  in  July  1937,  under  the  presidency 

of    Frof .  R.  G.  Stapledon,  Director  of  the  Welsh  Plant 
Breeding  Station  and  of  the  Imperial  Bureau  of  Plant  Genetics,  Herbage 
Plants,  Aberystwyth,  Wales.     The  congress  is  to  be  held  in  collaboration 
with  Der  Vereinigung  Internationaler  Grunlandlcongress .    The  fourth  con- 
gress will  be  more  extensive  than  the  earlier  congresses,  as  specialists 
from  the  British  Dominions  and  Colonies,  the  United  States  of  Am«3rica  and 
mjmerous  other  countries  outside  Europe  are  being  invited  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  meeting  prominent  British  and  European  investigators.  The 
tours  have  been  so  arranged  that  participants  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
see  something  of  British  grassland  farming,  including  livestock  manage- 
ment,  over  as  wide  a  range  as  possible.     (The  Estate  Magazine,  London, 
February.) 
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Congress,  The  House  received  a  message  from  the  President  (H.Ioc 

Feb.  16  No.  149)  on  farm  tenancy.    The  House  Committee  on  Civil  Ser 

vice  reported  out  v/ith  am^endmont  3403  to  amend  the 

civil  service  act  approved  January  16,  1883  (ss  Stat.  403)  and  for  other 
purposes  (rl. Rept.  259). 

Fertilizer  A.  G-.  Strickland,  Department  of  Agriculture,  South 

Injection  Australia,  author  of  "The  Investigation  of  Orchard  Fer- 

of  Trees  tilizer  Requirements"  in  the  Journal  of  the  Australian  In- 

stitute of  Agricultural  Science  (Decem^ber)  says  that  a 
"method  of  attack  on  fruit  tree  manurial  problems  is  that  of  injection 
direct  into  the  tree  of  mineral  solutions.    A  simple  technique  has  been 
evolved  by  Hoach,  whereby  a  whole  tree  m.ay  be  injected  with  a  single  solu- 
tion,  or  each  main  limb,  with  its  own  roots,  injected  independently  with 
a  different  solution.    The  advantages  of  direct  tree  injection  of  fertil- 
izers are  patent;  there  is  certainty  that  the  fertilizing  substance  has 
been  taken  up  by  the  tree  or  limb",  and  moreover,   different  treatments  may 
be  applied  to  reasonably  com.parable  branches  on  a  single  horticultural 
unit — one  tree.    Although  the  technique  of  actual  injection  is  satisfac- 
tory, there  still  remains  some  doubt  as  to  the  dosages  of  particular 
materials  which  may  be  safely  administered  to  various  t^'-pes  of  trees. 
However,  the  problem  of  safe  dosage  is  not  an  insuperable  one,  and  tree 
injection  must  be  regarded  as  having  great  possibilities  as  an  addition- 
al means  of  diagnosing  mineral  deficiencies  in  the  orchard. 
Furthermore,  in  view  of  the  simplicity  of  the  operation,  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  tree  injection  miay  have  future  practical  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  established  deficiencies  in  commercial  orchards — especially  as  a 
m.eans  of  supplying  minerals  which  are  slow  acting,  or" which  undergo  trans- 
formation when  incorporated  with  the  soil..." 

Twilight  A  new  idea  in  artificial  lighting  for  hens  comes  from 

for  Hens  Mr.  and  I'rs .  William  F.  Ahlgrimi,   successful  poultry  keep- 

ers of  Valpariso,   Indiana,  who  have  been  turning  out  500 
eggs  a  day  and  selling  them  at  top  prices.    The  Ahlgrim.s  use  electric 
lights  to  prolong  the  feeding  day,  but  found  that  suddenly  turning  them 
off  on  dark  winter  evenings  made  it  difficult  for  the  IriBna  to  find  the 
roosts.    How  they  switch  on  first  a  string  of  dim  lights  v;hich  produce  an 
artificial  twilight.    Ten  or  fifteen  minutes  latsr  later,  after  the  hens 
have  "retired,"  these  lights  are  switched  off.     (Country  Home,  February.) 

Pioneer  Farm  William  Fenn  was  still  dickering  with  the  Indians 

for  his  generous  slice  of  the  new  v/orld,  v/nen  Samuel  Bacon. 
se-^^£^ot  OiZ-at'g.eNonly  piece  of  ^'fast^'  land  that  existed  at  that  time  along 
the/Hivlr^'dank.     That  was  in  1682.     From  that  day  to  this  the  Bacons  have 
been  farmers.     Today  the  Bacon  family  still  own  the  original  tract.  Every 
year  for  253  years  this  farmi  has  never  failed  to  provide  a  good  living 
for  its  owner  (except  in  1816  when  there  wbto  frosts  every  month  in  the 
year).     Today  the  soil  is  able  to  produce  35-bushel  wheat,  60- bushel  corn, 
10-ton  tomatoes  and  300-bushel  potato  crops.     Unm.arked  by  the  fingers  of 
erosion,  this  deep  soil  presents  the  snap  and  vitality  of  virgin  soil  that 
has  never  felt  the  touch  of  the  plow.    Joseph  Hancock  is  the  eleventh  of 
generations  of  Bacons  to  wrest  a  living  from  the  soil.     (Farm  Journal, 
February.) 
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TeD.  17  —  Livestock  at  Chicago  (Closing  Qiiotations)  :  Sla'aghter 
cattle,  calves  and.  vealers ,   steers  900-1500  llDs.good  and  choice  10.00- 
13.75;  cows  good  6.00-7.00;  heifers  550-750  IDs  good  and  cnoice  9.00- 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  8.00-10.00;  feeder  and  stocker  steers 
500-1050  Ihs  good  and  choice  6.75-9.00.-  Hogs:  160-200  Ihs  good  and 
choice  9.90-10.40;  200-250  Its  good  and  choice  10.25-10.40;  250-350 
lbs  good  and  choice  10.20-10.40;   slaughter  pigs  100-140  Ids  good  and 
choice  7.85-9.65.     Slaughter  sheep  and  lambs,  lambs  good  and  choice 
90  lbs  dov/n  9.60-10.60. 

Grain:    No.  1  D.xIo.Spr.  V/heat^Minneap .  155  3/8-157  3/8;  No. 2 
D.No.  Spr.*  Hinneap.  154  3/8-155  3/8;  llo.  2  Am.Dur.=^  Mirmeap.  148-154; 
Ho,  1.  H.  jAinber  Dunam,  Buluth,  173-193;  No.  2  Eard  Winter*  K.C.  137f- 
143i;  Chi.  138^-141^;  St,  Louis  142^;  No.  2  S.S.V^r.   St.  Louis  144; 
No.^l.  W.Fn.  piortland  115t;  No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  112  3/8-117-3/8;  No.  2 
yellow  corn,  K.G.  119|-122j-;    No.  3,  Chi.  110-112^;  St.  Louis  112-|; 
No.  3  white  oats,     I/linneapT  49-|-50j;  K.  C.  53-54|;  Chi.  5l4-52f;  St. 
Louis  54j-^;  No.  1  malting  barley,  llinneap.  136-138;  No.  3  good  malting, 
Minneap.  125-133;  No.  2,  Minneap,  83-91;  No.  1  flaxseed,  I/iinneap.  218- 
223.  ' 

Plorida  Bliss  Triumtphpot atoe s  $1.50-$2.10  per  bushel  crate  in 
city  markets;  $1.45  f  .o.b.  p.omxjano.     Maine  sacked  C-reen  Mountains  $2,35- 
S2.75  per  100  po^onds  in  eastern  cities;  $1.92^$1.97j  f.o.b.  presque 
Isle.    Wisconsin  sacked  Round  Fxiites  $2.40-$2.50  carlot  sales  in  Chica- 
go; $2.16-$2.20  P. o.b.  Waupaca.     Idaho  sacked  Russet  B'orbanks  $3.55- 
$3,70  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.80-$2.85  f.o.b.  Idaho  Palls.  New  York 
Yellov/  onions  $1.25-$1.50  per  50-po-and  sack  in  the  East;  Midwestern 
stock  $1.25-$1.75  in  consijming  centers.    New  York  Danish  type  cab^a^e 
50^-75^  per  50-po-and  sack  in  terminal  markets;  $17-$18  sacked  jper /f.o.b. 
Rochester.     Texas  Round  type  $1.50-$2  per  lettuce  crate  in  city  markets; 
75^-85.;^  f.o.b.  Lower  Rio  C-rande  Valley  points.    New  York  U.S.  #1  2^ 
inch  minim-am,  Rhode  Island  G-reening  apples  $1.25-$1.50  per  bushel  basket 
in  New  York;  $1.15  f.o.b.  Rochester. 


The  average  price  for  Middling  7/8  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  advanced  2  points  from  the  previous  close  to  12.76 
cents  per  pound.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11.34  cents. 
March  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchcjige  advanced  2  points 
to  12.58  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  remained  -unchanged 
at  12.45  cents. 

Fnolesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  were:  92 
score,  34|  cents;   91  Score,  34  cents;   30  Score,  33j  cents.  Fnolesale 
prices  of  No.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York  were:  Plats  19^  cents; 
3.  Daisies,  lS^-18-J-  cents;  Y.  Americas,  18-|-18J  cents-    Wiiolesale  prices 
of  fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,  .at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  Quotations) 
were:     Specials,  24-25  cents;   Strudards,  23j-23|  cents;  Pirsts  22|~23 
cents. 


Prices  basis  ordinary  protein. 
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CROP  INSURANCE  President  Roosevelt  yesterday  recommended  to  Congress 

RECOMMENDATIONS    legislation  which  would  set  up  a  system  of  government ally 

managed  crop  insurance  for  the  1938  wheat  crop,  designed 
as  the  first  step  tov;ard  a  system  of  "all  risk"  crop  insurance  as  "a  part 
of  the  foundation  of  agricultural  policy  we. are  building".     Other  "founda- 
tion policies"  would  include  storage  reserves,   soil  and  water  conserva- 
tion, higher  farm  income  and  alleviation  of  distress. in  rural  areas,  ac- 
cording to  the  President's  message.    Although  the  message  was  specifically 
confined  to  insurance  on  wheat,  Mr.  Roosevelt  nevertheless  expressed  a 
"belief  that  "legislation  should  authorize  application  of  similar  programs 
to  other  commodities  when  it  is  established  that  producers  desire  them 
and  application  of  the  plan  to  wheat  has  provided  a  backlog  of  experience 
in  applying  the  principles  of  crop  insurance".     (New  York  Times.) 


ROQUEFORT  CHEESE  Roquefort  cheese,  American  style,  is  coming  out  of 

METHOD  IN  MINES     coal  and  limestone  mines  in  Pennsylvania,   it  was  announced 

yesterday  at  Pennsylvanis  State  College.     The  roquefort 
cheese  bug,  penicillium    roquefort,  the  green  mold  v/hich  ripens  the  cheese, 
likes  extraordinary  weather.     He  does  his  best  flavoring  at  a  temperature 
of  45  to  48  F.  and  a  humidity  of  95.    Air  conditioning  for  this  is  expen- 
sive but  the  mines  furnish  perfect  cheese  weather.     Penicillium,  said 
R.  B.  Dahl,  assistant  professor  of  chemistry  and  physics,  has  been  making 
this  roquefort  in  an  abandoned  drift,  400  feet  down,   in  a  limestone  mine 
at  Bellefonte.     (A. P.) 


N.Y.  MlAPLE  ?/hile  New  York  farmers  prepared  for  an  early  maple  sap 

SUGAR  harvest,  agriculture  officials  saw  indications  yesterday 

that  the  state  might  once  more  wrest  m.aple  products  suprem- 
acy from  Vermont.     They  based  their  conclusions  on  these  developments  in 
the  industry:  the  growth  of  the  Maple  Producers  Cooperative  Association, 
centered  in  Gouverneur,  and  preparations  for  the  first  maple  festival  in 
state  history  scheduled  for  liVarsaw  in  April.     (A. P.) 


N.Y.  MILK  Three  legislative  proposals,  including  an  amendment 

LAW  to  the  Federal  Constitution  to  prohibit  interstate  milk 

traffic,  were  advanced  yesterday  as  substitutes  for  New 
York  State's  192)3  milk  control  law.     The  second  measure  would  provide  per- 
missive control  of  price  fixing. by  the  farmers  and  the  third  would  subject 
"foreign"  milk  to  the  same  rigid  health  inspection  now  required  of  state- 
produced  milk.     (A. P.)   
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'wraps  for  w.  L.  Davies,   (British)  National  Institute  for  Research 

Fatty  Foods        in  Dairying,  writes  in  Food  Manufacture  (February)  on 

"Wrapping  Materials  for  Fatty  Foods",    He  says  in  part: 
"To  combine  fat  protection  and  transparency,  an  old  gold  film  allowing 
light  of  5,000-6,000uu  to  pass  has  been  found  practical.  Fluorescent 
cellulose  films  have  no  protective  action  on  fat;  indeed,  there  is  some 
indication  that  they  enhance  the  harmfi;2  action  of  light.    Under  practical 
conditions,  however,   it  has  also  been  found  that,  for  fat  protection,  it 
is  the  depth  of  the  colour  that  is  more  important  then  the  colour  itself. 
Thus  a  deep  violet  film  has  been  found  quite  as  protective  as  a  light 
green  film  and  p.  dark  blue  better  than  light  orange  or  yellov;.     It  ap- 
pears that  the  quality  of  the  light  falling  on  the  wrapped  article  and 
the  length  of  time  of  exposure  are  factors  which  have  also  to  be  taken 
into  account.    Very  little,   if  any,  actinic  light  passes  through  opaque 
wrappers  such  as  vegetable  parcliment  and  greaseproof  paper.     The  trans- 
parency of  glass,  however,   is  marked  and  no  protection  of  the  fat  is  given. 
Light  falling  oh  waxed  paper  causes  volatile  aut oxidative  products  of  the  • 
wax  to  enter  the  food  and  initiate  autoxidat ion .     The  practice  of  impreg- 
nating opaque  wrappers  with  coloured  extracts  so  as  to  absorb  all  actinic 
light  appears  to  be  unnecessary,  although  treatment  of  transparent  cel- 
lulose in  the  same  way  would  be  beneficial." 

Disease  "...European  workers  have  studied  possibilities  of 

Resistance  inducing  resistance  (of  plants  to  disease)  by  a  'vaccina- 

in  Plants  tion' process  in  which  seeds  or  plants  are  treated  with 

products  derived  from  culture  of  pathogens  in  artificial 
media,"  says  R.  J.  Nobl-e,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Sydney,  New  South 
V/ales,  in  the  Journal  of  the  Australian  Institute  of  Agricultural  Science 
(December).     "In  some  cases,  a  temporary  change  in  the  physiological  con- 
dition of  the  host  appears  to  have  been  effected,  but  the  work  as  -a  whole 
is  as  yet  incomplete  and  somewhat  contradictory.    Under  field  conditions, 
it  is  v/ell  known  that  im.munity  is  not  conferred  on  the  plant  after  recov- 
ery  from  an  initial  infection.     Generally  speaking,  plants  are  subject 
tim.e  and  time  again,  to  subsequent  infections.     Some  interesting  aspects 
on  the  relation  of  fertilizers  to  resistance  have  recently  been  indicated 
by  Prof.  W.  Brown,     iatrogenous  fertilizers  favor  a  softer  and  more  suc- 
culent type  of  development  in  the  host,  but  the  nature  of  the  substratum, 
influences  also  the  type  and  quantity  of  enzyme  production  by  the  patho- 
gen.    Destruction  of  tissues  is  favored,  inter  alia,  by  an  increased 
nitrogen  content  of  the  plant  cell  which  res^alts  in  increased  develop- 
ment by  the  pathogen  of  the  enzyme  responsible  for  solution  of  the  pectic 
substances  of  the  middle  layer  of  the  cell  wall.     Virus  disease  relation- 
ships present  m.any  interesting  features  and  it  is  conceivable  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  actual  nature  of  the  virus  will  lead  not  only  to  an  ex- 
planation of  phenomiena  associated  with  resistance  and  susceptibility  to 
virus  infections,  but  m.ay  have  a  bearing  also  on  the  nature  of  plasmic 
resistance  to  fungous  and  bacterial  infections," 

Farm  Woodlands  One  result  of  the  depression  has  been  to  increase  the 

areas  usually  classified  as  farm  woodlands.-   This  has 
occurrred  chiefly  in  the  industrial  states  where  lack  of  employment  in 
cities  caused  migration  to  cheap  lands  where  a  living  could  be  eked  out 
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from  the  forest  and  small  areas  of  tillable  igro-uiid,  says  the  New  York 
State  College  of  Forestry.    According  to  the  United  States  cens^is,  dru'ing 
the  live-year  period  between  1930  and  1935  woodland  on  farms  increased 
23.7  percent  or  approximately  35,529,000  acres.     This  brings  the  total 
farm  woodland  areas  in  the  United  States  to  185,000,474  acres.  These 
figures  indicate  the  importance  of  farm  woodlands  as  a  source  of  timber. 
(Scientific  American,  March.) 

Crop  and  The  emergency  crop  and  feed  loans  which  Congress 

Feed  Loans         authorized  for  1937  v/ill  be  available  in  all  districts 

before  the  end  of  this  week,  according  to  Col.  F.  G-.  Ivrar- 
phy,   director  of  the  emergency  crop  and  feed  loan  section  of  the  Farm 
Credit  Administration.     Tlie  opening  date  for  the  emergency  loans  to  far- 
mers is  earlier  by  several  weeks  than  in  previous  years  and  Director  Mur- 
phy said  the  loan  funds  will  be  disbursed  in  plenty  of  time  for  early 
spring  crops.     Murphy  stressed  the  fact  that  these  loans  will  be  made 
only  to  farmers  who  have  no  other  so^orce  of  credit.    He  also  said  there 
will  be  no  duplication  of  the  work  of  the  Resettlement  Administration., 
(FGA,  No.  8-75.) 

Congress,  The  Senate  passed  the  independent  offices  appropria- 

Feb.  17  tion  bill,  H.R.  4064,   for  1938,  which  had  been  reported 

out  during  recess  of  the  Senate.     Senate  amen^inents  to  the 
bill  include:  $525,000  for  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  $300,000  for 
the  Electric  Farm  and  Home  Authority  and  qjSO.OOO  for  the  Export-Import 
Bank  of  Washington.     The  Senate  agreed  to  S.xles.  82  requesting  certain 
agencies  of  the  government  (including  the  Department  of  Agriculture)  to 
furnish  the  Senate  a  statement  concerning  injunctions,  restraining  orders, 
or  other  judgments  which  have  been  rendered  by  the  federal  courts,  regard- 
ing any  law  administered  by  those  agencies.    The  Senate  Committee  on  Comi- 
merce  reported  out  without  amendment  S.  1498  to  authorize  the  purchase 
and  distribution  of  products  of  the  fishing  industry.    Senators  Vi/heeler 
and  King  addressed  the  Senate  briefly,  discussing  critically  the  Resettle- 
ment Administration.    The  House  passed  K.J. Res,  193  to  authorize  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  expenses  of  participation  by  the  United  States  in  the 
Eleventh  International  Dairy  Congress,  Berlin,   Germany,  in  1937;  and 
H.R.  2928  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  residence  requirements  of  appli- 
cants for  examinations  before  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

Rural  Fire  The  Journal  of  American  Insurance  (^January)  says  that 

Protection         "lack  of  fire  protection  is  considered  one  of  the  major 

factors  in  the  rural  loss  sit-aation  and  at  the  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Fire  Waste  Council  the  Farm  Underv/rit ers  Association 
announced  that  it  will  henceforth  grant  a  rate  credit  for  such  protection. 
The  move  is  expected  to  result  in  an  increase  in  rural  fire  departments. 
The  conditions  which  must  be  present  for  the  credit  to  apply  include  the 
presence  of  a  telcpiione  through  which  a  fire  can  be  reported;  there  must 
be  a  rural  fire  department  properly  equipped  v/ithin  call  and  the  property 
owner  must  have  an  adequate  supply  of  water  within  reach. . .Defect ive  wir- 
ing was  given  as  an  important  rural  fire  cause  by  L.  F.  Dendel,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Millers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  largely 
because  farmers  are  prone  to  make  installations  themselves..." 
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?eD.  16  —  Livestock  at  Chicato  (Closing  (Quotations)  :  Slaughter 
cattle,  calves  and  vealers,  steers  900-1300  Id's  good  and  choice  10.00- 
13.75;  cows  good  6.00-7.00;  heifers  550-750  Ids' good  and  choice  9.00- 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  8.00-9,50;  feeder  and  stoclier  steers  500— 
1050  11)3  good  and  choice  6.75-9.00.    Hogs:  160-200  Ids  good  and  choice 
9.65-10.30;  200-250  lbs  good  and  choice  10.10-10.30;  250-350  Ids  good 
and  choice  10.00-10.25;   slaughter  pigs  100-140  Ids  good  and  choice  7.75- 
9.50.     Slaughter  sheep  and  lai^ibs,  lamDs  good  and  choice  90  lbs  down 
9.75-10.75. 

.    ■      ■  D.No 
.  arain:    ITo .  1  D.No.  Spr.  Fneat*  Minneap.  155  7/8-157  7/8;  ITo.  2l 
Spr.*  Minneap.  154-  7/8-156  7/8;  ilo.  2  iiin.I>ar.*  Minneap.  148|-154|;  ITo. 
1  H.  ^ber  DuruLi,  I>aluth,  150|-lo8j;  llo.  2  Hard  Winter*  K.C  137^-142^; 
Chi.  138|-141;  St.  Louis  143-^-"  (llom)  ;  No.  2  S.H.Wr.  St.  Louis  144|-  (Norn); 
No.  1  T7.vai.  Portland  116;  No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  111-117;  No.  2  yellow 
corn,    K.C.  119^121;  No.  3,  Chi.  109-|-112  ;^  St .  Louis  112|-114;  No.  3 
white  oats,  Minneap.  49  3/8-50  3/8;  K.C.  52-|-54|:;  Chi.  50|-51^;  St. 
Louis  55-55^;  No.  1  malting  barley,  Minneap.  136-138;  No.  3  good  malt- 
ing, Minneap.  126-153;  No.  2,  Minneap.  83-91;  No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap. 
217-223. 

Florida  Bliss  Triumph  potatoes  $1.65-$2.10  per  bushel  crate  in 
city  markets;  mostly  $1.45  f.o.b,  Pompano.    Maine  sacked  G-reen  Moun-*- 
tains  $2.50-$2.75  per  100  pound  sack  in  the  Zast ;  $1 . 92j— $1. 97j  f.o.b. 
Presque  Isle.    Wisconsin  sacked  Round  Whites  $2.35-$2.45  carlo t  sales 
in  Chicagoj     $2.15  f.o.b.  Waupaca.     Idaho  sacked  Husset  Burbanks  $3.40- 
$3.70  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.85-$2.90  f.o.b.  Idaho  Palls.  New  York 
Yellow  Onions  $1.15-$1.50  per  50-pound  sack  in  the  Sast.  Midwestern 
stock  $1.35-$1.50  in  cons^oming  centers.    New  I'ork  Danish  type  cabbage 
50^-75^  per  50-pound  sack  in  terminal  markets;  $18 . sacked  per  ton  f.o.b. 
Rochester.     Texas  Round  tjnpe  $1.50-$2.  per  lettuce  crate  in  city 
marketsj  S5c:^-90^  f.o.b.  Lower  Rio  G-rande  Valley  points.    Nev/  York,  U.S. 
Tfl,  2^  inch  minim-ijm,  Rliode  Island  G-reening  apples  $1.25-$1.50  per 
bushel  basket  in  New  York;  $1.15  f.o.b.  Rochester. 

[Fne  average  price  for  Middling  7/8  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  declined  1  point  from  the  previous  close  to  12.75 
cents  per  pound.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11.28  cents. 
March  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  1  point 
to  12.57  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  1  point 
to  12.45  cents. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  Nev/  York  were:  92 
Score,  34|  cents;  91  Score,  34^  cents;  90  Score,  34  cents.  Vrholesale 
prices  of  No.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  Nt^w  York  were:  Flats,  19^ 
cents    S. Daisies,  13^-18^  cents;  Y. Americas,  18|— 18j  cents.  Wliolesale 
prices  of  fresh  eggs.  :nixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company 
quotations)  were;     Specials,  24-25  cents;  Standards,  23J--23J  cents; 
Firsts,  22J-23  cents". 

*Prices  basis  ordinary  protein. 
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SCISlNiCE  Representatives  of  American  foundations  and  institu- 

EDUCATION  tions  with  aggregate  undouTiients  of  proDably  $1,000,000,000 
URGED  were  called  upon  Eriday  by  Dr.  Frederick  F.  Keppel,  presi- 

dent of  the  Carnegie  Corporation  of  Nevv  York,  to  cooperate 
in  a  nation-wide  clearing  house  plan  for  the  popular  diffusion  of  scien- 
tific knowledge  through  adult  education.    He  nominated  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  the  nation's  oldest  learned  tody,  for  the  Job  of 
staff  director  or  overseer  in  establishing  relations  "between  the  leaders 
in  science  and  the  agencies  of  adult  education."    His  close  observation 
of  trends  in  education  and  research  indicated  to  him,  the  speaker  said, 
that  we  were  "entering  a  period  of  greatly  increased  interest  in  the 
spread  of  the  new  knowledge,  of  the  fruits  of  recent  research  and  dis- 
covery.".   (iTew  York  Times.) 

U .  S .  -  SAL  VADCR  A  reciprocal  trade  agreement  betv/een  the  United  . 

TRADE  TREATY     States  and  El  Salvador  was  signed  in  San  Salvador  Friday 

by  Franl-c  P.  Corrigan,  the  American  Minister,  and  offi- 
cials of  the  Salvador an  Foreign  Office  under  which  drastic 
reductions  are  granted  to  American  exports.    The  principal  concession  to 
El  Salvador  was  in  binding  on  the  free  list  coffee,  which  constitutes 
98  per  cent  of  her  exports  to  this  country.    Advantages  granted  by  El 
Salvador  affect  twenty- five  United  States  products,  including  duty  re- 
ductions of  from;  50  to  83  per  cent  on  19  and  assurances  against  increases 
on  six  tariff  items  covering  more  than  60  individual  products,  (Press.) 


CIVIL  SERVICE  Chairm.an  Rar.ispeck,of  the  House  Civil  Service  Com- 

EXTENSION  nit  tec,  said  yestcrd^iy  th-^t  ■  hoarin^'S  on  his  bill  to  ex- 

tend tho  civil  service  to  all  U<3w  Deal  a^^^cncies  probably 
will  bo  concluded  tomorrow  and  that  the  cor.imittee  will 
report  the  measiires  proriptly.    Ramsnpeck  admitted  that  there  is  som.e  un- 
certainty as  to  whether  the  committee  will  approve  the  bill  in  its 
present  form,  or  amend  it  to  provide  non^com.petit ive  instead  of  com.peti- 
tive  examinations.     (Washington  Post .) 

AUSTRIAN  APPLE  A  Vienna  wireless  to  the  New  York. Times  says  the 

EMBARGO  em.bargo  on  American  apples  was  lifted  Friday  after 

Austrian  supplies  had  become  entirely  exhausted.  Apples 
from:  other  European  countries  cost  fo-ar  tim.es  as  much  as 
the  American  product.     It  is  interesting  to  note,  moreover,  that  the 
A-nerican  fruit,  despite  high  custom.s,  freight  and  storage  charges,  cost 
considerably  less  than  the  Austrian  fruit.    Austrian  m.erchants  have  re- 
quested for  m^any  m.onths  the  lifting  of  the  ban  on  American  and  other 
overseas  fruit,  but  under  the  autarchy  principle  the  government  had 
hitherto  refused. 
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Cleaning  Hobert  L.  Scarlett,  author  of  "Cleaning  Dirty  Land  to 

Dirty  Land         Produce  Soil  Fertility"  in  the  Scottish  Journal  of  Agricul- 
ture (January)  reports  on  experiments  in  green  manuring 
combined  with  either  sodium  chlorate  or  calcium  cyanamide.    He  says  in 
conclusion:  "Green  manuring  has  "been  known  and,  practised  from  very  early 
times  "but  so  far  as  can- "be  ascertained  it  has  not  "been"  corn'oined  with  the 
application  of  any  material  or  agent  to  promote    decomposition.  Experi- 
ments conducted  for  a  period  of  five  years  have  proved  that  such  an  agent 
is  necessary.    The  plan  may  "be  recommended  to  landlords  left  with  very 
dirty  land  on  their  farms,  v/hich  can  thus"  "be  put  right  within  a  very  short 
time.    Very  v/eedy  gardens  can  "be  reconditioned  "by  operating  on  one-fo'orth 
to  one-third  per  anrram  until  the  whole  is  accomplished.  ■  Land  hitherto 
thought  inaccessible  owing  to  distance  or  slope  :xay  now  be  successfully 
reconditioned. • .The  health  as  well  as  the  fertility  of  the  soil  is  pro- 
moted and  there  are  indications  of  the  possibility  of  furthering  by  this 
method  the  effective  control  of  some  of  the  numerous  pests  infesting  highly 
cultivated  land.    The  calcium  cyanamide  used  in  our  experiments  was  the 
powdered  form,  and  it  is  not  yet  imown  whether  the 'm.ore  convenient  granular 
form  would  act  so  efficiently.     In  other  experiment^-l  work  on  the  destruc- 
tion of  ann'oal  Y/eeds,  however,  the  granular  has  proved  as  effective  as  the 
powdered  form  except  that  it  takes  longer  to  act.     The  soil  in  the  field 
where  last  year's  experiment  v/as  carried  out  varies  from  very  light  to 
very  heavy  owing  to  the  presence  of  various  outcrops. '  Evidence  is  thus 
provided  of  the  usefulness  of  the  system  for  all  classes  of -soil." 

"Hews  Vincent  Astor  and  Ra^/mond  Moley  announce  that  the 

Week"  m;agazine  Today  has  been  merged  with  I\"ews-Vfeek.    The  new 

publication  will  bear  the  name  ITews-Week.    A  page  of  edi- 
torial comment  called  Today  in  America  will  appear  regularly  and  the  maga- 
zine will  be"a  s\mnary  of  the  news  of  the  week  reliably  reported,  inter- 
estingly presented  and  impartially  interpreted." 

Hormones  M.A.H.  Tincker,  Wis ley  Laboratory,  England,  reports 

and  Plant  on  experiments  with  growth  substances,  or  hormones,  and 

G-rowth  the  rooting  of  cuttings.      He    says:  "The  results  so  far 

obtained  with  solutions  and  woody  cuttings  have  been  prom.- 
ising.     Tests  with  many  other  plants  are  In  progress;  these  include  shrubs 
and  trees,  some  of  which  have  previously  proved  difficult  to  propagate; 
the  list  include  camellias,  kalmias,  rhododendrons,  pines  and  spruce.  It 
may  be  that  some  of  these  more  difficult  species  'Will  not  readily  respond 
to  such  small  quantities  of  the  active  substances.    Possibly  more  than  one 
treatment  may  be  advantageous,  or  more  highly  concentrated  solutions  for 
short  intervals  of  time  m.ay  prove  beneficial,  or  longer  intervals  for  ab- 
sorbing dilute  solutes  -may  be  necessary.     It  is  possible  for  plants  to 
take  up  chemicals  by  spraying  or  by  injection  and  from  solutions  by  means 
of  the  leaves  and  from  pastes  through  thin  outer  coverings;   quite  possibly 
these  growth  substances  can  be  admiinistered  to  the  plant  before  taking  the 
cutting  in  such  a  way  that  when  severed  the  -cutting  would  form  roots. 
Various  tests  are  now  being  carried  out  to  explore  these  possibilities. 
A  further  report  will  be  published  in  this  journal  (Journal  of  the  Royal 
Horti  cult -oral  Society)  in  due  course."     (J.H.H.S.,  London,  December.)- 
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Congress,  The  Senate  received  a  message  from  the  President  on 

Feb.  19  crop  insiorance,  which,  was  referred  to  the  Oorarnittee  on 

Agriculture  and  Forestry;  this  m.essage  is  the  same  as  the 
one  received  by  the  House  February  18  (H.t>oc.  150).    The  Senate.  Committee 
on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  reported  out  without .  amendm.ent  S.J. Res.  75 
making  funds  available  for  the  control  of  incipient  or  emergency  outbreaks 
of  insect    pests  or  plant  diseases,   including  gi'as shoppers ,  I/Iormon  crick- 
ets and  chinch  bugs  (S.Rept.  110) *     (This  joint  resolution  authorizes 
$5,000,000  for  the  above  purpose.)     The  Senate  Comirdttee  on  Finance  re- 
ported out  without  amendment  H.J.ReSi  96  to  extend  the  authority  of  the 
President  under-  section  350-  of  the  tariff  act.  of  1930,  as  am.ended  (S.Hept. 
111).     (This  j-oint  resolution  relates,  to  tociprocal  trade  agreements.) 
Senator  Lewis  addressed  the  Senate  regarding  his  resolution,  S.Hes.  83, 
to  prohibit  th-e  making  of  a  reciprocal  trade  agreement  between  the  United 
States  and  any  debtor  nation  which  repudiates  its  debt  to  the  United 
States.    Senator  Barkley  had  inserted  i,n  the  Eecord  a  memorandum  from 
the  Works  Progress  Administration  with  respect  to  what  could  be  done  by 
various  government  agencies  (including  the  Resettlement  Administration) 
dealing  with  flood  relief.    The  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  reported 
out  without  amendment  H.R.  1645  to  facilitate  the  extension  of  agricul- 
tural credit  at  lower  interest  rates  by  providing  for  the  issue  of  cer- 
tain bank  notes,  to  encourage  the  ownership  of  farm  homes  and  for  other 
purposes  (H.Rept.  290). 

Turpentine  A  plan  for  insuring  the  productivity  of  turpentine 

Forests  forests  against  fire  losses  wnich  has  been  worked  out  by 

Insurance  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  in  cooperation  with  one  of 

the  leading  fire  insurance  companies  after  several  years 
of  study  is  revealed  by  Land  Rank  Cormissioner  A.  S.  Goss  of  the  Farm 
Credit  Administration*    Under  this  plan,  the  Farm  Credit  Administration 
is  assured  that  loans  by  the  Federal  land  banlc  and  the  Land  Bank  Com- 
missioner will  be  adequately  protected  against  loss  by  fire;  and  the 
Federal  Land  Bank  of  Columbia  is  now  in  position  to  offer  favorable 
mortgage  loans  to  turpentine  timiber  growers  in  G-eorgia,  South  Carolina, 
and  Florida,     So  far  the  forest  insurance  is  available  only  to  Federal 
land  bank  and  Commissioner  borrowers*    The  insurance  company  becomes 
liable  for  fire  losses  exceeding  30  per  cent  of  the  productive  capacity 
of  the  trees.    Payments  will  be  made  for  both  temporary  and  perm.anent 
losses.    Adjustments  for  temporary  losses  —  when  fire  retards  produc- 
tivity but  does  not  kill  the  trees  —  will  be  m.ade  on  the  basis  of  the 
average  loss  in  production  during  a  three-year  period.     If  the  trees  do 
not  resume  production  within  four  years  from  the  time  of  the  fire, the 
loss  will  be  considered  permanent  and  adjustment  will  be  made  on  that 
basis.     Insurance  payments  for  temporary  fire  losses  will  be  applied  tfi 
the  installments  on  Federal  land  bank  or  Land  Bank  Commissioner  loans, 
and  payments  for  perm^anent  losses  will  be  applied  to  the  unpaid  balance 
of  the  loans.    Losses  under  both  types  of  payments  are  cumulative.  (FCA,  No.S' 


4  - 

Section  3 


Febriiary  23,  193? 


Peb.  19  —  Livestock  at  Cxiicago  (Closing  Quotations):  Slaughter 
cattle,  calves  and  vealers,  steers  900-1300  l"bs,  good  and  choice  10«00- 
13.75;  cows  good  6,00-7.00 ;  heifers  550-750  lbs  good  and  choice  9.00- 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  8,00-9.50;  feeder  and  stockcr  steers  500- 
1050  lbs.  good  and  choice  5.75-9,00.    Hogs:     160-200  lbs  good  and  choice 
9.65-10.25;  200-250  lbs  good  and-  choice  10.10-10.25;  250-350  lbs  good 
and  choice  10.00-10.25;  slaughter  pigs  100-140  lbs  good  and  choice  7.75- 
9.50.     Slaughter  sheep  and  lambs,  lambs  good  and  choice  90  lbs  down 
9.90-10.85. 

Grain:    No,  1  D.lTo.  Spr.\Ylieat*  Minncap.  155-158;  No.  2  D.No.Spr.* 
Minneap.  155-157;  No.  2  Am.D'or.*  Minncap.  148f-154|;  No.  1  H.  Amber 
Durum,  Duluth,  150^-168^;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K»C.  137-I40j;  Chi.  139- 
141-I';  St.  Louis  143  (Norn);  No.  2  S.R.Wr.  St.  Louis  144-|;  No.  1  Yif.Wh. 
Portland  116;     No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  110  1/8-116  1/8;  No.  2  yellow  corn, 
K.C.  119J-121;  No.  3  yellow,  Chi.  109t-ll2;  No.  2  white,  St.  Louis^ 116|; 
No.  3  white  oats,  Minneap.  49  3/8-50  3/8;  K.Ce  52f-54;  Chi.  5lJ-b2^; 
No.  2  white  oats,  St,  Lo"uis  56;  No.  1  malting  barley..  Minneap.  135-137; 
No.  3  good  malting,  Minneap.  125-132;  No.  2, Minneap,  83-91;  No.  1  flax- 
seed, Minneap.  216- 222 « 

Florida  Bliss  Triumph  potatoes  $1.6^$2.10  per  bushel  crate  in  city 
markets;  ^pl.55  f.o.b.  Pompano,    Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountains  $2.40-$2,75 
per  100  pounds  in  the  East;  $1,97^  f.o.b.  Presque  Isle»  Wisconsin 
sacked  Round  \71iites  ^2.50  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2,15  f.o.b,  Waupaca. 
Idaho  sacked  Eusset  B^orhanks  $3,40-$3,65  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2,80- 
$3,00  f.o,b,  Idaho  Falls.    New  York  Yellow  onions  $1,1S-$1,50  per  50- 
pound  sack  in  the  East;  Midwestern  stock  $1,15~'$1,50  in  city  markets. 
New  York  Danish  type  cabbage  50^-75^  per  50-pound  sack  in  terminal 
markets;  $17-$18  f,o,b.  Rochester.     Texas  Round  type  $1.55-$2.00  per 
lettuce  crate  in  terminal  m^arkets;  95f-$lc00  f,o.b.  Lower  Rio  Grande 
Valley  Points.    New  York  Rhode  Island  Greening  apples,  U,S,#1,  2-^  inch 
minimum,  $1.25-$1.60  per  bushel  basket  in  New  York;  $1,15  f . o .b.Rochester , 

The  average  price  for  Middling  7/8  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  miarkets  declined  2  points  from  the  previous  close  to  12,73 
cents  per  po-"and.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11,25  cents, 
March  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  1  point 
to  12,56  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  declined  4  points 
to  12.42  cents. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  were:  92 
Score,  34-^-  cents;  91  score,  34  cents;  90  Score,  33|  cents.  1.7holesale 
prices  of  No,  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York  were:     Plats,  19-2 
cents;  S,  Daisies,  18^-18^  cents;  Y.  Americas,  18j-18f  cents.  Whole- 
sale prices  of  fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry 
Company  quotations)     were:     Specials,  24-25  cents;  Standards,  23^-23^ 
cents;  Firsts,  22^-23  cents.     (Prepared  by  BAE) 


*  Prices  basis  ordinary  protein 


DAILY  DIGEST 

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service ,  Of f ice  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.     Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.       The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
of  importance.  
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ICKS3  OH  Conservation  is  the  most  pressing  and  vital  domestic 

CONSSEYATION      problem  facing  the  United  States  todav,    Harold  L.  Ickcs, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  asserted  last  night  at  the 
first  ann^oal  dinner  of  the  New  York  Rod  and  G-un  Editors 
Association.     Conservation,  he  held,   should  have  zhe  sup-oort  of  all 
Americans.     The  association  honored  president  Roosevelt  as  thr  American 
who  did  most  for  the- cause  of  conservation  in  the  last  year.     Mr.  Ickes 
said  the  President  was  "the  outstanding  conservationist  of  the  co^jntry." 
(Uew  York  Times.) 

( TZays ) 

IH)USTRIAL  In  this  South  G-eorgia  community^  on  the  "banlcs  of  the 

PARMIilG  Ogeechee  River,  Henry  Ford  v/ill  carry  to  fruition  his 

COMMUNITY  dream  of  an  ideal  industrial  coTLTiunity  surro^onded  hy 

farms  ahle  to  sustain  it,   says  an  Associated  press  report. 
As  part  of  his  "broad  program  for  Uays ,   eighteen  m.iles  from  Savannah,  the 
manufacturer  announced  yesterday  that  an  automobile  parts  factory  will  be 
erected.     Sverybody  will  have  a  pa.rt  in  farming,  whether  he  owns  a  farm 
jointly  or  in  his  own  name.    Boys  and  girls  will  be  taught  agriculture 
and  industry  in  the  Man'ual  Arts  School  as  part  of  their  academic  training. 

G-ERMAM  RAW  Anne  O'Hare  McCormdck  says  in  a  Brussels  wireless  to 

MTERIALS  the  New  York  Times:   "Inf orm-ation  received  from,  authorita- 

tive sources  in  G-ermiany  thiat  a  showdown  is  approaching  on 
economic  policies  is  confirmed  here  and  in  Holland  by 
business  m.cn  and  officials  in  close  touch  with  developments  across  the 
border.     According  to  these  reports,  a  memorial  will  shortly  be  presented 
to  Chancellor  Adolf  Hitler,  warning  him  tliat  the  priority  given  to  the 
manufacture  of  armiamcnt  and  to   'ersatz'   materials  in  the  Eour-Y ear-Plan 
is  ruining  Germany's  chances  to  build  up  her  export  markets...." 


BRITISH"  Changing  trends  in  the  social  life  of  G-reat  Britain 

POPULATION         were  revealed  in  the  vital  statistics  of  England  and  '?7ales 

for  1935»  issued  yesterday  by  Registrar  General  S. P. Vivian. 

There  were  more  m.arriages,  m.ore  babies  and  fewer  divorces. 
The  indication  that  the  decline  in  the  birth  rate  miay  at  last  have  been 
halted  is  regarded  as  of  outstanding  importance.   (New  York  Times.) 
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All-Purpose  Paul  Ger laugh,  Ohio  Experiment  Station,     says,  in 

Supplement         Breeder's  G-azette  ( February)  : "Wli^'-  have  separate  mixtures 

for  hogs  and  cattle  and  hens  when  one  v/ill  do  as  well  and 
give  greater  latitude  in  sources  of  protein?"    Reporting  on  experiments 
at  the  Ohio  Station,  he  says:   "An  all-purpose  protein  supplement  has  been 
satisfactorily  used  as  the  source  of  protein  for  fattening  cattle,  pigs, 
and  lambs,  dairy  cows  and  laying  hens  at  the  station.    This  supplement 
is  a  mixture  of  proteins  of  animal  and  vegetable  origin,  with  some  min- 
erals added... We  decided  to  mix  a  supplement  and  feed  it  to  dairy  and 
beef  cattle,  fattening  pigs  and  lambs,  and  laying  hens,  in  comparison 
with  our  regular  check  rations.     This  we  did  and  in  all  cases  results 
obtained  from  the  all-purpose  supplement  were  as  good  or  better  than  the 
results  from  the  regular  check  ration.    V/e  used  30  parts  dry  rendered 
tankage,  30  parts  soybean  oilmeal,  20  parts  cottonseed  meal,  15  parts 
linseed  meal,  2  parts  limestone,  2  parts  special  steamed  bone  meal  and  1 
part  salt.    We  realized  that  no  one  formula  is  best.    The  formula  could 
vary  from  year  to  year  in  the  same  community,   due  to  fluct-'oating  feed 
prices.     It  could  vary  in  different  parts  of  the  country  the.  same  year 
for  the  same  reason,    We  used  dry  rendered  tankage  because  we  are  told 
that  in  the  near  future  most  of  our  tankage  will  be  m.ade  by  the  expeller 
process.    We  asked  that  the  tan].cage  sent-  us  for  use  in  these  tests  be 
typical  of  that  going  to  the  trade,  with  the  bone  scraps  left  out.  It 
therefore  contained  a  higher  protein  content,  but  we  overcanie  this  point 
by  feeding  less  of  the  m.ixture  because  we  know  it  is  needed  for  some 
classes  of  livestock  and  that  if  not  necessary  it  will  not  prove  harmful.  ■ 
We  have  continued  to  use  the  same  form.ula  because  of  experimental  reasons. 
We  would  probably  not  duplicate  the  formula  today  for  practical  feeding 
purposes..." 

Fungi-Resistant     ■    Pronounced  resistance  to  the  attacks  of  various  soil- 
Hybrid  Corn         borne,  root-rotting  fungi  may  be  one  of  the  reasons  v/hy 

the  best  hybrids  outyield  most  varieties  of  open-pollinated 
field  corn,  two  Iowa  State  College  plant  pathology  graduate  students  de- 
clared.   They  base  their  belief  on  the  results  of  the  first  of  a  series 
of  experiments  in  which  various  types  of  corn  are  exposed  to  these  fmigi 
known  to  be  present  in  Iowa  fields.     Pythium  graminicol^jm,  the  most  de- 
structive of  the  soil-borne  fungi,  used  in  the  experiment,  caused  little 
damage  to  the  ropts  of  such  hybrids  as  Iowa  13,  931,  939  and  942  and 
Pioneer  311.     Two  of  the  best  open-pollinated  varieties,  Krug  and  Thomp- 
son's Prolific,  also  resisted  the  ravages  of  the  root-consuming  organism. 
Such  open-pollinated  varieties  as  Kossuth,  Holiancc,  Four  County  V/hite, 
lodent  and  Golden  Bantam  sweet  corn  were  badly  affected  by  the  parasitic 
growth,  the  first  two  dying  almost  at  the  start.     Clifford  H.  Meredith, ^ 
Starsboro,  isolated  the  varieties  of  soil-borne  fungi  used  in  the  experi- 
ment from  Iowa-grown  grain.   , Wen  Chun  Ho,  of  China,  conducted  the  experi- 
ments in  which  corn  plants  were  grown  in  soil-  cultures  of  these  fungi, 
(Press. ) 

Diesel  Combine  "John  T.  Ehler,  who  farms  near  Champaign,  Illinois, 

used  a  diesel-motored  tractor  to  harvest  his  soybean  crop," 
says  Country  Home  (February).     "With  a  combine  he  harvested  866  bushels  of 
soys,  having  a  market  value  of  $1,013,  in  9  3/4  hours.    Heatry  fuel  oil 
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cost  only  ipl,14,  or  less  than  the  price  of  one  bushel.     In  40  seconds  Mr, 
Ehler  harvested  enough  to  pay  for  a  day's  fuel  supply.    Diesel  motors 
cost  more  to  "buy  than  gasoline  motors,  "but  low  operation  cost  maizes  them 
seem  attractive  for  the  long  haul." 

Dehydration  "by  "Several  references  were  made,  dm'ing  the  winter 

Refrigeration     meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Agricult^iral  Engin- 
eers, to  refrigeration  as  a  method  of  dehydration,"  says 
an  editorial  in  Agricultural  Engineering  (Fehruary).  .Refrigeration 
has  several  possible  advantages  ov3r  heating  as  a  means  of  dehydration 
for  certain  purposes  and  conditions.    The  germxinat ion-reducing,  case- 
hardening,  s  tomcat  a- closing,  and  vitamin- destroying  effects  of  high  tem- 
peratures are  too  well  known  to  require  amplification.    So  is  recondon- 
sation  trouble.     Dehydration  by  refrigeration  avoids  dangerously  high 
temperatures  and  can  be  accomplished  without  subjecting  most  products  to 
bo  dehydrated  to  dangerously  lov7  temperatures.     By  freezing  v/ater  out  of 
air  and  letting  the  water- carrying  capacity  of  that  air  increase  ai3  it 
re  thorns  to  normal  temperature,  the  recondcnsation  evil  is  avoided.     In  . 
cases  of  product  heating  due  to  unwanted  chemical  action,  dehydration 
with  hot  air  may  increase  the  evil,  whereas  dehydration  with  cold  air 
would  minimize  it.     We  are  not  saying  that  dehydration  by  refrigeration 
is  ready  for  adoption  as  a  farm  practice, .but  we  suggest  it  seriously  as 
another  field  for  agricultural  engineering  research." 

Formamide  as  "As  a  result  of  recent  trends  toward  more  concen- 

a  Nitrogenous    trated  fertilizer  materials,  the  synthetic  nitrogen  in- 
Eertilizer         dustries  have  manufactured  several  substances  which  have 

proved  to  be  of  great  economical  and  practical  value, 
especially  in  the  mixed  fertilizer  trade,"  says  C,J.  Rehling  and  J.  H. 
Taylor,  Jr.,  Alabama  Experiment  Station,     in  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Society  of  Agronomy  (Eebriiary)  .     "Important  among  these  materials  are 
anhydrous  ammonia  and  urea-ammonia  liquor ..  •i'ormamide ,  being  a  good  sol- 
vent for  urea,  has  been  propose-l  as  a  constituent  of  a  modified  urea- 
ammonia  liquor..."      After  describing  experimicnts  designed  to  evaluate 
formamdde  as  a  nitrogenous  fertilizer,  they  say  in  sija-nmary:   "These  studies 
included  the  behavior  of  formamide  alone  and  in  mixtures  such  as  would 
result  in  the  manufactiore  of  complete  fertilizers.    The  efficiency  of 
these  was  compared  with  that  of  some  commonly  used  nitrogenous  materials. 
The  results  follow:   (l)  aramiOnification  of  formamide  waii  generally  complete 
after  2  days  in  the  soil;  nitrification  of  formamide  and  anjmojbi-om  foma.te 
proceeds  in  the  soil  in  the  same  manner  as  tliat  of  urea;  (2)  formamide, 
urea  and  various  formates  were  found  to  be  decomposed  into  carbonates 
in  2  to  6  days  in  the  soil,  depending  upon  soil  fertility;  (3)  greenhouse 
and  field  cropping  studies  indicated  equal  efficiency  of  formamide- con- 
taining and  formamide- free  mixed  fertilizers  in  increasing  crop  growth." 

German  Exports  A  Berlin  wireless  to  the  New  York  Times  says  Oermany' s 

exports  declined  9  percent  in  January,  compared  with  the 
record  month  of  December,  but  by  throttling  imports  to  the  lowest  point  in 
a  year  she  v/as  able  to  maintain  an  export  surplus  of  79,000,000  m.arks,  or 
only  slightly  less  than  in  the  preceding  r.onth. Export s  in  January  ar.ounted 
to  415,100,000  marks  and  imports  to  336,100,000- 
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re"b.  23  —  Livestock  at  CMcago  (Closing  Quotations):  Slaughter 
cattle,  calves  and  vealers,   steers  90C~1300  IIds  good  and  choice  9»5^"* 
lU.OO;  cows  good  6.00-7.00;  heifers . 550-750  Its  good  and  choice 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  S. 50-10. 00;  feeder  and  stocker  steers 
50O-IO5O  Its  good  and  choice  6.75-9.00.    Hogs:  l6C-20C  Ihs  good  and 
Choice' 9.75-10.25;  200-250  Its  good  and  choice  10.00-10.25;  25O-35O  Its 
good  and  choice  9»9'^-lC.25;   slaughter  pigs  100-1^0  Its  good  and  choice 
S,OC-9oO»     Slaughter,  sheep  and  lamts,  lamts  good  and  choice  90  I'^s  down 
9.25-10.90.  ■  . 

Grain:     No.  1  L.No.Spr.*  Minneap.  I5I  3/^-153  3/8;  No.  2  D.N.Spr.* 
Minneap.  15O  3/?^-152  3/S;  No.  2  Am.  Dur.*  Minneap.  143  3/2-1^9  3/g;  No.l 
H.  jUnter  Durum,  Duluth,  1U5  3/^-163  '3/^;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K.C. 131-137; 
Chi.  13^^-138;   St.  Louis  137-|  (Norn);  No.  2  S.R.Wr.  St.  Louis  I39  (Nom): 
No.  1  W.Wh. Portland  111;  No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  106-112;  No.  2  yellow  corn, 
K.C.  119-121^;  No.  3,  Chi.  IO7-III;  St.  Louis  115-116;  No.  3  white  oats, 
Minneap.  U6  l/g-U7  l/g;     K.C.  ^9-53;  Chi.  ^7~^i;  No.  2  white  oats,  St. 
Louis  53~53'i"j  1  malting  tar  ley,  Minneap.  133-^35;  No.  3  good  malting, 

Minneap.  121-130;  No.  2,  Minneap,  7B-S6.    No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  213-21^. 

Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  $2.UC-$2.S5  per  100  pounds  in 
city  markets;   $l,97i-$2. 02^  f.o.t.  Presque  Isle.     Wisconsin  sacked  Round 
IThites  $2.^5  carlot  sales  in  Chicago.     Idaho  saxked  Russet  Burtanks  $3-^0- 
$3.70  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.S0-$3.C0  f.o.t.  Idaho  Falls.  New  York 
Yellov/  onions  $1.0C-$1.U0  per  50-po^and  sack  in  the  East.  Midwestern  stock 
$1,00-$1,50  in  city  markets.     New  York  Danish  type  cattage  50^-75^^  per 
50-pound  sack  in  terminal  markets;  $17— $19  sacked  per  ton  f.o.t.  Rochester. 
Texas  Round  type  $1.5C-$2.00  per  lettuce  crate  in  city  markets;  S5^-$1.0C 
f.o.t.  Lower  Rio  Grande  "Valley  points.    New  York  U.S.#1,  2-g-  inch  minimum 
Rhode  Island  Greening  apples  $1.U0-$1.d2^  per  tushel  ta.sket  in  New  York 
City;  $1.15  f.o.t.  Rochester. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  l/S  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  advanced  5  points  from  the  previous  close  to  12.81 
cents  per  pound.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11.08  cents. 
March  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  I3  points 
to  12. 6e^  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exciiange  advanced  ik  points 
to  12.60  cents. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  tutter  at  Nev;  York  were:  92  Score, 
3^  cents;  9I  score,  'jk  cents;  90  Score,  33"!  cents.    Wholesale  prices  of 
No.  1  fresh  America-n  Che'^:se  ,^^t  Nev;  York  were:     Elats,  19-i"  cents;  S.  Daisies 
18^-lS^-  cents;  Y.  Americas,  1(^-1-1^^  cents.     Wholesale  pricas  of  fresh  eggs, 
mixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  quotations)  were:  Specials, 
2U-2U-I  cents;  Standards,  23-^  cents;  .  Firsts ,  22^-22j  cents.   (Prepared  tyBAE) 


*Prices  tasis  ordinary  protein. 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service ,  Of f ice  of  information.  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.     Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.       The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
of  importance.     —   
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POWEE  President  Roosevelt  recommended  to  Congress  yesterday 

POLICIES  the  creation  of  a  provisional  authority  to  operate  the 

Bonneville  hydroelectric  project  and  approved  a  progress 
report  of  his  National  Power  Policy  Committee  which  urged  that  preference 
in  distribution  of  electric  energy  "be  given  to  public  and  rural  coopera- 
tive interests.    Pointing  out  th^a^t  the  War  Department  reports  tliat  the 
first  electric  DOwer  will  prohahly  "be  available  for  public  distribution 
late  this  year,  Mr.  Roosevelt  said:     "It  seem.s  necessary,  therefore,  to 
enact  legislation  at  this  session  of  the  Congress,   setting  up  machinery 
for  the  admini stra.t ion  of  the  dam,   locks,  fishways  and  power  plant  of 
that  project..."  (Press.) 


AMERICAN-BRITISH  "Not  Great  Britain,  but  the  United  States  must  make 
TRADE    •  concessions  if  there  is  to  be  an  Anglo -American  trade 

agreement,  Walter  R-'inciman,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  indicated  yesterday,"  says  Ferdinand  Kuhn,  Jr.  in  a  London  wire- 
less to  the  New  York  Times.     "Mr.  Rune i man. .  .made  it  plain  that  the 
British  G-overnment  was  not  in  any  mood  to  lower  its  tariff  barriers  on 
American  goods.    Britain,  he  argued,  had  ab'jjidantly  shown  her  attachment 
to  the  'oToen  door'  in  international  trrde..." 


POULTRY  A  Tokyo  report  by  the  Associated  Press  says  Profes- 

SEX  STUDY  sor  Kiyoz-ami  Ninomi^/a  a.nnounced  last  night  that  he  could 

guarantee  to  produce  a  female  chicken  from  any  hen's  egg. 
He  has  had  ICQ  per  cent  success  in  this  line  by  injecting  female  hormones 
into  eggs,  he  said.    An  injection  costs  about  2  sen  (slightly  m^ore  than 
half  a  cent)  per  egg.     The  announcement  created  a  sensation  in  poultry 
and  scientific  circles.     The  professor  teaches  at  the  agricultural 
school  at  Setomachi",  in  Okayama  Pr-?fecture. 


G-ERMAN  "ASKI"  G-ermany's  Foreign  Exchange  Control  Bureau  yesterday 

I^IARK  decreed  sweeping  restrictions  on  foreign  trade  trans- 

actions through  compensation  deals  or  the  use  of  "aski" 
or  discounted  marks,  which  liave  been  employed  as  a  form  of  subsidy, 
according  to  a  Berlin  wireless  to  the  New  York  Times.    Permits  for  fur- 
ther trading  under  both  methods  will  virtually  be  confined  to  appliea- 
tions  received  before  th-^  promulgation  of  the  decree.     The  new  restric- 
tions are  interpreted  as  presaging  the  early  abolition  of  both  systems. 
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Strawberries  J.W.M,  Roodenbiirg,  Wageningen,  Holland,  reports  in 

Under  ITeon  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Horticultm-al  Society  (London, 

Lights  I)eceiL"ber)  on  experiments  with  growing  strawberries  under 

neon  lights.    Svmrca.ri zing  the  experiments,  he  says:  "It 
is  quite  possible  to  begin  strawberry  growing  early  in  autumn  provided 
care  is  taken  to  put  the  plants  into  the  greenhouse  at  the  beginning  of 
October  and  to  irradiate  them  at  night.     This  prevents  the  plants  getting 
into  such  a  state,   on  account  of  the  shcttening  of  the  days,  that  they 
are  no  longer  fit  to  be  forced.     They  must  be  cultivated  directly  cut  of 
smmer,  without  having  been  exposed  to  frost.     If  one  would  like  to  begin 
later  on,  it  is  necessary  that  the  cold  of  winter  passes  over  the  plants 
in  order  to  be  able  to  begin  forcing  about  New  Year.    V/ith  the  means  now 
at  our  disposal  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  begin  profitably  cultivation  in 
November  or  December.     So  one  is  put  to  the  choice  either  of  beginning  to 
force  very  early  with  the  aid  of  artificial  light  or  in  the  usual  manner 
rather  late.    The  use  of  both  cultural  methods  can  form  a  well-connected 
Y/hole,  neon-strawberries  from  January  till  March  and  strawberries  forced 
by  heat  at  Easter," 

Expmiriations^  Civil  Service  Comir.ission  announces  the  following 

examinations:     -onasssmbled,   chief  accountant,  $5>6rO, 
assistant  chief  acco-intant,  $U,6CC,  principal  accountant,  $>J),SCQ,  a-ccount- 
ant  and  auditor,  $3,2CC  (optional  subjects,   1,   cotton,  2,   grain,     ;  butter 
and  eggs)  Commodity  Exchange  Administration,  application?  to  be  on  file 
not  later  than  (a)  March  IrS,   if  received  from  states  other  tha.n  those 
named  in  (b),   (b)  March  I9,   if  received  from  the  icllcwing  states: 
Arizona,  California,  Colorado,   Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  New  Mexico, 
Oregon,  Utah,  Washington,  Wyoming;     assembled,  park  ranger,  $l,2bC, 
National  Park  Service,  applications  to  be  on  file  not  later  tha.n 

(a)  March  23,  if  received  from  states  other  than  those  named  in  (b), 

(b)  March  2b,  if  received  from  the  following  states:     Arizona,  California, 
Colorado,   Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  Washington, 
Wyoming;     unassembled,  medical  technician  (tissue  culture),  $1,62^, 
National  Institute  of  Health,  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service,  applications 

to  be  on  file  not  later  than  (a)  March  Ih,   if  received  from  states  other 
than  those  named  in  (b),   (b)  March  I9,  if  received  from  the  following 
states:     Arizona,  California,  Colorado,   Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  New 
Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  Washington,  Wyomdng. 

Congress  The  Senate  began  debate  on  H.J. Res.  9b  to  extend 

J'^b.  23  the  authority  of  the  President  -onder  Section  350  of  the 

Tariff  Act  of  193^>        amended  (relating  to  reciprocal 
trade  agreements).     Senator  Pope  e.nnounced  that  hearings  on  the  crop 
insurance  bill  (s.  1397)  would  begin  at  1^  o'clock  Pebr^aary  25.  The 
bill  and  a  short  statement  by  the  Senator  were  printed  in  the  Record, 

Australian  The  Pastoral  Review  (Melbourne,  January  16)  says 

Export  3<^ef        editorially:     "The  anno^ancem.ent  that  the  Australian  Meat 

Board,  v^ith  the  co-operation  of  exporters,  is  endeavouring 
to  establish  an  improved  system  of  grading  for  export  beef  will  be  wel- 
comed by  cattle  ovmers  in  the  north.     The  board's  proposal  embodies  the 
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creation  of  a  'chiller'  grade  to  supplement  the  existing  g.a.q.  and 
f.a.q.  standards,  and  on  the  understanding  that  shiprjers  \7ill  pay  a  defi- 
nite premiwn  for  the  chiller  type  of  cattle.     This  scheme  if  "brought  to 
fruition  —  and  as  exporters  are  cooperating  v/ith  the  hoa.rd  there  seems 
to  "be  no  reason  why  it  should  not  he  done       will  go  a  long  way  towards 
providing  a  very  necessa.ry  incentive  to  graziers  to  lift  the  general 
quality  of  herds.    Under  the  new  Anglo-Argentine  trade  agreement 
Australia,  in  common  with  other  Dominions,  has  "been  given  an  increased 
share  in  the  British  "beef  market.    What  is  more  important,  all  restric- 
tions on  the  export  of  chilled  "beef  to  the  limit  of  the  quotas  have  "been 
removed. 

Comhating  "A  successful  new  method  of  comhating  the  fly  menace 

the  Fly  has  "been  developed  at  Saint  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  Depart- 

ment of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C.,"says  David  Arthur 
Brodie,  Superintendent  of  Farms,   in  Country  Home  (Fehruary).     "In  what 
has  grown  to  "be  an  ur"ban  section,  more  than  3CO  dairy  animals,  22  horses 
and  1,000  hogs  are  kept  v;ithin  3^0  yards  of  the  main  hospital  "buildings. 
...Some  2,000  tons  of  manure  each  summer  are  piled  onto  platforms  m.ade 
of  concrete  to  prevent  seepage.     Close  to  and  aro-'ond  t"he  piles  a.re  smll 
concrete  trenches  with  smooth,  perpendicular  sides.     Into  these  trenches 
containing  water  and  crankcass  oil,  the  maggots  fall  and  die.    Water  and 
oil  are  keiDt  four  inches  from  t'ne  rim  of  the  trench  so  the  live  larvae 
cannot  climh  out.     Tv/o  inches  helow  the  surface  is  a  1x6- inch  "board  fitted 
into  an  upright  slot  on  each  side  of  the  trench.    This  holds  the  oil  in 
place  as  the  water  passes  under  it  and  ov.er  the  cross  dam.  Heretofore, 
practically  every  device  to  exterminate  flies  v/as  made  to  sma,sh  or  trap 
them  on  t  ho  wing*  •  • " 

Effect  of  Light         Ne\7est  researches  on  the  "bio-mechanics  of  the  growth- 
on  G-rowth  retarding  effect  of  light  are  reioorted  "by  Dr.  Paul  R. 

Burkholder  of  Connecticut  College  and  Dr.  Earl  S.  Johnston 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  says  a  Science  Service  report.  They 
applied  themselves  particularly  to  the  question  of  whether  light  causes 
a  shifting  a"bout  of  the  growth-promoting  su"bstance  in  sprouts,  or  v/hether 
it  causes  an  inactivating  chemical  change  in  that  suhstance.     Their  ver- 
dict is  in  favor  of  the  photochemical  change  "brought  ah  out  hy  light.  The 
research  of  Drs.  Burkholder  and  Johnston  was  on  amin,  the  grov/th- 
promoting  su"bstance  active  in  such  rapidly  grov/ing  tissues  as  the  tips 
of  oat,  corn,  and  tohacco  sprouts.    A  standard  procedure  in  a^oxin  experi- 
ments is  to  clip  the  top  off  a  growing  sprout,  usually  of  an  oat  plant, 
and  then  to  set  on  the  decapitated  sprout  another  tip,  or  a  tiny  hlock  of 
gelatin  containing  the  growth  suhstance  (or  suspected  to  contain  it),  a 
little  to  one  side  of  center.     If  more  auxin  gets  into  one  side  of  the 
cut  surface  than  into  the  other,  that  side  of  the  shoot  groves  faster, 
and  consequently  causes  a  tending  over  of  the  sprout.     If  more  auxin 
gets  into  one  side  of  the  cut  surface  than  into  the  other,  tlmt  side  of 
the  shoot  grows  faster,  and  consequently  causes  a  hending  over  of  the 
sprout.    Presence  or  ahsence  of  auxin,  and  even  its  relative  concentra- 
tion, can  he  expressed  in  degree  of  tending  of  the  sprout.     In  general, 
the  auxin-containing  material  had  its  growth-promoting  effects  reduced 
more  or  less  in  direct  proportion  to  the  amount  of  raying  it  received. 
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Livestock  at  Chicago  ( Closing  Quotations) :  Slaughter 
cattle,  calves  and  vealers,   steers  900-1300  Ihs  good  and  choice  9'50- 
lU.OO;   cows  good  6.00-7.00;  heifers  550-750  Ihs  good  and  choice  9.0^- 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  8.00-9.50;  feeder  and  stocker  steers  5OO- 
1050  Ihs  good  and  choice  6,75-^9»00.    Hogs:     l60-200  Ihs  good  and  choice 
9. 50-10.05;  200-250  Ihs  good  and  choice  9.85-10.15;  250-350  Ihs  good  and 
choice  9»25-10.05;   slaughter  pigs  100-l40  Ihs  good  and  choice  7»75*'9»25» 
Slaughter  sheep  and  lamhs,  lamhs  good  and  choice  90  -Ihs  down  9.65-10.60. 

Grain:     No.  1  D.ITo. Spr. Wheat*  Minneap.  151  5/8-153  5/8;  No. 2  D.No. 
Spr.^  Minneap.  I50  5/2-15?  5/^;  No.  2  Am,i)ur.*  Minneap.  1^3  7/8-1U9  7/8; 
No.  1  H.  Amher  Durum,  Duluth,   1U5  7/8-I63  7/S;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K.C. 
131-135f;   Chi.  I3U-I37;  No.  2  S.R.Wr.  St.  Louis  lUO;  No.  1  W.Wh.  Portland 
116;  No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  106|-112|;  No.  2  yellow  corn,  K.C.  120-|-121-|-; 
No.  3,  Chi.  108-llOj;   St.  Louis  llU;|-ll577;  No.  3  white  oats,  Minneap. 
^6|-U7f;  K.C.  U8-|-52:^;  Chi.  ^7^1+9^;   St.^Louis.  5l-5l4;  Ho.  1  malting 
"barley,  Minneap.  133~135;  ^o-  3  good  malting,  Minneap.  I2I-I3O;  No.  2, 
Minneap.   80-88;  No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  2lUJ-219-|. 

Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  $2.^40-$2,75  per  100  pounds  in 
eastern  cities;  $1.97"!"  f.o.h.  presque  Isle.    Wisconsin  sacked  Round 
Whites  $2.45  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.15  f.o.h.  Waupaca.     Idaho  sacked 
Russet  Burbanks  $3.50-$3.67^  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $2.80-$2.95  f.o.h. 
Idaho  Falls.    Florida  Bliss  TriuiTiphs  $1.75*-$1«93  P^r  hushel  crate  in 
city  markets;  $1.35'-$1»^0  f.o.h.  Pompano,     New  York  Yellow  onions  $1.15- 
$1.U0  per  50-pound  sack  in  the  Sast;  $1.10  f.o.h.  Rochester.  Midwestern 
stock  90^^-$l.U0  in  consuming  centers.    New  York  Danish  type  cahhage  U0(^- 
l^ct  per  50-pound  sack  in  terminal  markets;  $17  sacked  per  ton  f.o.h. 
Rochester,     Texas  Round  type  $1.50-$2  per  lettuce  crate  in  city  markets; 
80^-90^  f.o.h.  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  Points.    New  York  Mcintosh  apples, 
U.S.  No.  1,  2-^  inch  minimum,  $1.75-$2.25  per  "bushel  "basket  in  New  York; 
Rhode  Island  Greenings  $1.35-$1.60;  $1.15  f.o.h.  Rochester. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  7/^  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  cadvanced  12  points  from  the  previous  close  to  12.93 
cents  per  pound.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  vms  11.19  cents. 
March  future  contracts  on  the  Nev/  York  Cotton  Sxchange  advanced  10  points 
to  12.78  cents  and  on  the  Ne?/  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  ^4  points 
to  12. 6U  cents. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  "butter  at  Nev/  York  v/ere:  9? 
Score,  3^  cents;  91  Score,  3U  cents;  90  Score,  33'|  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  No.  1  fresh  Araerican  cheese  at  New  York  were:     Plats,  I9J"  cents; 
S.  Daisies,  l8j-18-g-  cents;  Y.  Americas,  18-|-18-|-  cents.    Wholesale  prices 
of  fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,   at  Nev/  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  quotations) 
were:     Specials,  2U-2^-  cents;   Standards,  23^-23-|  cents;  Pirsts,  22-22-2- 
cents,     (Prepared  hy  BAE) 

*  Prices  "basis  ordinary  protein. 


DAILY  DIGEST 

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service ,  Of f ice  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
of  importance.  
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REORGANIZATION  Modifying  changes  in  the  President's  reorganization 

PROGMM  program  were  heforc  the  Joint  House  and  Senate  Reorganiza- 

tion Committee  yesterday,   says  a  report  in  the  Washington 
post,    proposed  changes  were  submittnd  "by  Louis  Brownlow,  chairman  of  the 
president's  Committee  on  Administrative  Management.     Specific  provision 
is  made  in  the  hill  for  "the  covering  into  the  classified  civil  service 
at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  enactment  of  the  act  of  all  non- 
policy  making  offices  or  positions  in  the  agencies  of  the  Government, 
other  than  temporary  agencies  and  federally  owned  and  controlled  corpora- 
tions."   Also  the  President  could  cover  into  the  classified  civil  service 
these  offices  at  any  time  prior  to  the  expiration  of      year.     He  would 
he  given  authority  to  cover  into  the  service  hy  executive  order  positions 
in  federally  owned  and  controlled  corporations.     Transfer  into  the  cla.ssi- 
fied  service  would  he  dependent  on  certifications  of  service  with  merit 
from  heads  of  agencies,  and  passage  of  a  noncompetitive  examination.  Even 
if  they  failed  to  attain  such  a  status,  they  would  retain  their  positions, 
hut  new  appointments  would  have  to  he  made  under  civil  service  lav/s. 


U.S. -JAP AN  A  joint  committee  of  Anerican  and  Japanese  cotton 

COTl'ON  PACT        mill  executives,  created  to  facilitate  an  agreement  on 

exports  from  Japan,  not  covered  in  the  recent  treaty  signed 
hotween  groups  representing  hoth  countries,  will  hcgin  to  function  not 
later  than  April  1,   it  was  revealed  last  night  hy  Dr.  Claudius  T.Murchison, 
president  of  the  Cotton  Textile  Institute.     Within  a  few  months  after  the 
committee  starts  its  work,  Dr.  Murchison  said,   it  should  he  possihlc  to 
announce  that  satisfactory  agreements  have  heen  reached  pertaining  to  all 
classifications  of  goods.     The  Joint  committe^^  v/ill  consist  of  ten  mcmhers, 
five  to  represent  each  country.     Two  memhers  of  the  Japanese  section  will 
he  residents  of  the  United  States,  and  likewise,  two  memhers  of  the  Ameri- 
can section  will  he  residents  of  Japan,  (New  York  Times.) 


CANADIAN-  "Terms,  m.ade  puhlic  yesterday,  of  the  new  three-year 

BRITISH  trade  agreement  which  Great  Britain  and  Canada  have  suh- 

TRADE  TREATY      stituted  for  the  five-year  agreement  made  at  Ottawa  in  1932 

indicate  that  Prim.e  Minister  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King's  govern- 
ment has  given  Britain  additional  preferences  worth  ahout  $6, '^00,^00  a 
year  to  ohtain  suhstantially  the  same  concessions  from  Britain  as  heforc," 
says  John  MacCormac  in  an  Ottawa  report  to  the  New  York  Times.  "Canada, 
in  addition,  has  ohtained  a  guarantee  of  free  entry  into  the  British 
market  for  ahout  $250,000,000  of  the  $^50, 000, 000  v/orth  of  exports  she 
sends  to  Britain  in  prosperous  years..." 
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Making  Bricks  Experiments  conducted  iDy  Charlps  R.  0"bcrfell,  chemist 

with  Straw         for  a  paper  firm  in  LynchlDurg,  Va.,  and  Prof.  John  W. 

Whittemore  of  the  Virginia  polytechnic  Institute,  Blackshurg 
have  developed  a  material  containing  tannin  extract  —  a  constituent  of 
straw  —  for  the  manufacture  of  "bricks.     It  ^^^a-^-^  thi^  ^material ,  and  not 
the  "binding  qualities  of  straw,  that  made  thc/Sgypt'ian  process  worthwhile, 
the  chemists  assert.     Knovjn  as  "plasticad.e ,  ^'  the  suhstancc  has  a  lignin 
and  tannin  "base.     It  is  "being  put  into  use  "by  manufacturers  of  "brick  and 
tile  throughout  the  United  States,  the  discoverers  report.  Conclusions 
have  "been  reached  "both  in  la"boratory  and  plant  investigations  that  the 
use  of  t'nis  combination  of  lignin  and  tannin  has  extensive  economic  value 
as  an  addition  to  clays  and  shales  "because  it  reduces  manufacturing  losses 
and  improves  the  physical  qualities  of  the  finis'ned  product,  Ot"ner 
advantages  include:     reduction  of  losses  in  drying  and  firing,  improve- 
ment in  strength  and  resistance;  decrease  in  shrinkage,  and  reduction  of 
a'bsorption.  (Science  News  Letter,  Febrmry  I3  • ) 

British  Pood  Pood  (London,  February)  contains  an  editorial  on 

Imports  Britain's  overseas  food  trade.     The  concluding  paragraph 

says:     ''The  increased  purchasing  power  of  the  nation, 
arising  from  increased  industrial  activity,  is  re'flected  in  its  importa- 
tion of  foodstuffs.     iTot  only  is  this  reflected  in  the  total  importation, 
but  as  even  the  most  ignorant  would  expect,  is  reflected  in  the  importa- 
tion of  luxury  f oodst-of f s,    A  feature  of  t"ne  return  to  normality  after 
the  war  was  the  sudden  Jump  in  importation  of  what  mig"nt  be  termed  luxury 
canned  foods.    During  the  war  shipping  had  been  concentrated  upon  neces- 
sities, the  importation  of  canned  meat  and  whole  condensed  m.ilk  rose 
steadily  from  the  commencement  whilst  fruit  fell  away,  but  in  1919 
latter  increased  beyond  all  expectation.     In  the  same  way  it  is  notice- 
able that  during  the  past  three  years  the  importation  of  canned  fruit  has 
mounted  even  whilst  the  home  production  has  increased." 

"Encyclopaedia  "The  record  book  of  dairy  sires  being  used  in  Bingham 

Bullanica"  county,  Idaho,  was... in  use  a  number  of  years  before  it 

was  given  the  name  of  ^Encyclopaedia  Bullanica'  by  P.  W. 
Atkeson  who  was  then  head  of  t"ne  dairy  department  of  the  University  of 
Idaho,"  says  M.  L.  Tillery,  county  agent,  in  Agriculturcal  Leaders'  Digest 
(pebrua.ry).     "Pollowing  an  extensive  dairy  campaign  in  which  the  use  of 
sires  of  knov/n  high  production  was  emphasized  as  the  f ^JJldamental  principle 
in  dairy  improvement,  there  were  placed  in  the  county  a  large  number  of 
well-bred  sires.     As  the  list  of  these  sires  grew  it  became  necessary  to 
have  some  systematic  record.     The  book  is  made  up  of  five- generation 
pedigrees  of  all  puTebred  sires  of  the  county  and  filed  alphabetically 
under  the  owner's  name.     On  the  back  of  the  pedigree  notations  are  made 
when  t}:e  ci re  started  service  and  about  when  a  trade  or  exchange  will  be 
necessary :.    T?hen  a  dairyman  has  used  his  sire  as  long  as  possible  a  tour 
is  made  bhr-i  the  ^ Encyclopaedia  Bullanica'  for  another  sire  that  is 
finishing  service  about  the  same  time  and  is  of  about  the  same  quality  and 
breeding,  .  . " 
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Congress,  The  Senate  passed  without  amendraent  the  following: 

Teh.  2k  S.J.  Res.  75  naking  funds  available  for  the  control  of 

incipient  or  emergency  out  "breaks  of  insect  pests  or 
plant  diseases , including  grasshoppers,  Mormon  crickets,  and  chinch  "bugs; 
H.  R.  U609  to  authorize  the  purchase  and  distri"bution  of  the  products 
of  the  fishing  industry  (this  "bill  will  now  "be  sent  to  the  President); 
S.J. Res.  66  providing  for  the  participation  "by  the  United  States  in  the 
Greater  Texas  and  Pan  Aixierican  Exposition  to  "be  held  in  the  State  of 
Texas  during  the  year  1937;  -"^nd  S.  1280  to  repeal  an  act  of  March  3» 
1933 >   entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  transfer  Df  powder  and  other 
explosive  materials  from  deteriorated  and  uns erviceahle  ammunition  under 
the  control  of  the  War  Depcartment .  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
use  in  land  clearing,  drainage,  road  "building,  and  other  agricultural 
purposes".     The  Senate  continued  de'bate  on  H.  J.  Res.  3b  to  extend  the 
authority  of  the  President  under  section  350  of  the  Tariff  Act  of  193^, 
as  amended  (relating  t reciprocal  trade  agreements).     The  Senate  re- 
ceived a  message. from  the  President,  transmitting  a  report  of  his  com- 
mittee on  national  power  policy  making  suggestions  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Bonneville  pro j ect ,  situated  on  the  Colum"bia  River    (S.  Doc. 
21).     The  Senate  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  out  without  amend- 
ment S.  1^37  relating  to  the  disposition  of  cases  in  which  the  validity 
of  acts  of  Congress  is  drawn  into  question  (S.  Rept.  125). 

Strav\f'berri es  The  G-ardeners'  Chronicle  (London,  Pe^oruziry  6)  says: 

in  England         "The  general  deterioration  3f  straw'berry  stocks  through- 
out the  country  has  caused  grave  cDncern  to  straw'berry 
growers  during  the  last  decade       more.     In  most  districts,   including  the 
Dee  "Valley,  the  situation  has  "been  so  serious  that  not  only  are  the 
existing  stocks  failing  to  produce  a  satisfactory  crop,  "but  miiny  acres 
have  gone  out  .01  cultivation.     The  problem  is  so  complex  that  resea.rch 
stations  such  as  East  Mailing  and  Long  Ashton,  which  are  wholly  engaged 
on  fruit  problems,  have  considered  it  their  special  stu.ly.  It  is 

important  that  the  growers  in  the  north-west  should  have  an  op-portunity 
to  discuss  with  these  research  workers  the  results  of  their  findings,  and 
also  of  presenting  special  features  of  the  problem  with  v/hich  strawberry 
growers  are  faced  in  these  districts.     A  conference  has,  therefore,  been 
arranged*  •  •  " 

New  Nicotine  p.  0.  Pitcher  and  R.  K.  Colfee,  of  the  Kentucky 

Oil  Spray  Experiment  Station,  have  developed  "a  new  nicotine-oil 

spray  that  will  kill  practically  all  insect  pests  of 
fruit  and  vegetable  crops,"  says  the  Parm  Journal  (February).  "It  is  ' 
made  by  combining  a  highly-refined  oil  with  nicotine,  by-product  of  the 
Kentuck^^  tobacco  crop.     Extensive  tests  show  tha.t  the  spray  is  fatal  to 
such  hardy  pests  as  squash  bugs,  white  flies,  mealy  bugs,  red  spiders  and 
June  beetles.     Both  chewing  and  sucking  insects  are  killed  by  it.  Here- 
tofore,  it  has  been  necessary  to  use  a  stomach  poison  for  chewing  insects 
and  a  contact  poison  for  sucking  insects.     Work  is  going  forv/ard  on  a 
new  type  of  sprayer  for  applying  this  nev/  spray,  which  is  not  mixed  with 
water,  but  applied  as  a  mist  or  fog.     Injury  to  foliage,  the  drawback  of 
oil  sprays,   is  absent  because  the  oil  used  in  the  new  spray  is  a  highly- 
refined  one,  with  those  properties  removed  which  injure  foliage  of  grow- 
ing plants." 
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f/iARKET  qiTOTATIOiTS 

I'e'b,  25  —  Livestock  at  Chicago  (Closing  Quotations):  Slaughter 
cattle,  calves  and  vealers,   steers  90*^-1300  Ihs  good  a,nd  choice  9»75- 
lU.CO;  cows  good  6.0C-7.00;  heifers  550-750  lbs  good  and  choice  9.OO- 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  8.50-10.00;  feeder  and  stocker  steers 
500-1050  Ihs  good  and  choice  6.75-9,0.0.    Hogs:   l6C-200  Ihs  good  and  | 
choice  9.60-10.15;  200-250  Ihs  good  and  choice  10.00-10.15;  25O-35O  Ihs 
good  and  choice  9« 90-10.15;   slaughter  pigs  100-lUO  l"bs  good  and  choice 
7»75"9«35»     Slaughter  sheep  and  lamhs,  lamhs  good  and  choice  90  down 
10.00-11.00. 

Grain:     No.  1  D  .ITo.Spr.  Wheat*  Minneap.  lU6J-lUg^;  No.  2  D.No.Spr.^ 
Minneap.  lU5^-1^7-|;  No.  2  Am.Lur.*  Minnea-p.  1UI-IU7 ;  No.  1  H.Amher  Durum, 
Duluth,  1U3-I6I;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K. C . 129^-13 6J;   Chi.  133-137f;  St. 
Louis  136^;  No.  2  S.R.Wr. St .Louis  139;  No.  1  W.Wh. Portland  111;  No.  2  rye, 
Minneap.   102  7/S-IO9  7/S;  No.  2  yellow  corn,  K.C.  120-122^;   St.  Louis  II6; 
No.  3,  Chi.  108i-110|;  No.  3  white  oats,  Minneap.  ^5  7/B-U6  7/^;  K.C. 
^^-52i;     Chi.  ^7-^9^;  St.  Louis  50;  No.  1  malting  harley,  Minneap.  I3I- 
133;  No.  3  good  malting,  Minneap,  119-127;  No.  2,  Minneap.  77-^7;  ^0,  1 
flaxseed,  Minneap.  212-217. 

Florida  Bliss  Triumph  potatoes  $1.75-$2.10  per  hushel  crate  in  city 
markets;  $1.50  f . o.lD,Pom.-pano.    Maine  sacked  G-reen  Moiontains  $2.^0-$2.75 
per  100  pounds  in  eastern  cities;  $1.97-$1»99  f.o.h.  Presque  Isle.  Wis- 
consin sacked  Pound  Whites  $2.^5  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  fev?  $2.15  f.o.h. 
Waupaca.     Idaho  sacked  Russet  Burhanks  $3.60  carlot  sa.les  in  Chicago; 
$2.75  f.o.h.  Twin  Palls.    New  York  Yellow  onions  $1.10-$l.Uo  per  50-pound 
•sack  in  the  East;  Midwestern  stock  $0.90-$l.Uo  in  consuming  centers.  New 
York  Danish  tyioe  cahhage  UO^-75^z^  per  50-pound  sack  in  terminal  markets; 
Texas  Round  type  $1.25-$2  per  lettuce  crate  in  city  markets;  ^0(f:  f.o.h. 
Lower  Rio  G-rande  Valley  points.     New  York  U.S.#1,  2^  inch  minimum  Rhode 
Island  G-reening  apples  $1.35-$1.50  per  "bushel  hasket  in  New  York;  $1.15 
f.o.h.  Rochester. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  J / E  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  advanced  1  point  from  the  previous  close  to  12.9^  cents 
per  poijnd.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11. 19  cents.  March 
future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  k  points  to 
12.82  cents  and  on  the  Nev/  Orlccans  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  6  points  to 
12,70  cents. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  "butter  at  Nev,'  York  were:  92 
Score,  3^  cents;  9I  Score,  334  cents;  9^  Score,  33i  cents.  Wholesale 
prices  of  No.   1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York  were:     S.  Daisies,  IS-J- 
IS^  cents;  Y.  Amicricas,  lS-J--lSx  cents.    Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  eggs, 
mixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  quotations)  were:  Specials, 
23-I--2U  cents;   Standards,  23-23^  cents;  Firsts,  2lf-22i  cents.   (Prepared  "by  BAS) 


*  prices  "basis  ordinary  protein. 


DAILY  DIGEST 

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service ,  Of f ice  of  information.  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.     Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.       The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
Of  importance. 
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PRESIDE!^  With  a  warning  that  "the  nation  that  destroys  its 

URG-ES  SOIL         soil  destroys  itself,"  President  Roosevelt  Saturday  sent 
COilSERVATIOiT      to  the  Governors  of  all  States  a  niodel  law  which  would 

vest  "broad  powers  in  proposed  local  agencies  to  compel 
farmers  to  abide  "by  approved  farming  methods  and  impose  fines  for  viola- 
tions of  prescribed  raies.    In  a  letter  transmitting  the  draft  of  the 
proposed  legislation,  the  President  called  attention  to  the  dust  storms 
and  floods  of  the  past  few-years  and  '*the  desirability  of  our  taking 
effective  action,  as  a  nation  and  in  the  several  States,  to  conserve  the 
soil  as  our  basic  asset,"    He  mentioned  the  Vvork  being  done  by  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  through  demonstration  projects  to  control  erosion, 
but  said  that  "such  work  can  only  point  the  way,"  (Press.) 


CAi^ADIAN  An  tittawa  report  to  the  ITew  York  Times  says  that, 

FOREIG-IJ  TRADE    while  the  Canadian  public  was  reacting  favorably  Friday 

to  the  new  Anglo-Canadian  trade  treaty  announced  last  week, 
government  officials  wore  saying  that  one  of  its  most  important  feat-ores 
was  the  manner  in  which  it  left  th  ?  door  open  for  an  extension  of  the 
Dominion's  recent  trade  treaty  with  the  United  States*    The  reduction  in 
the  number  of  items  in  which  Canada  undertakes  to  maintain  preferential 
margins  for  Britain  is  from  215  in  the  1932  agreem.ent  to  ninety-one  in 
this,  and  of  the  ninety-one  bound  margins  twenty-one  show  reductions  in 
preference.    This  m^eans  that  Canada  is  now  free  to  u£»  about  125  items 
for  new  bargaining  with  the  United  States* 


SOVIET  EARIVI  "The  process  begun  last  year  of  cutting  down  State 

COLLECTIVES        farms  for  the  benefit  of  collectives  received  fresh  im- 
petus yesterday,"  says  Vvalter  Duranty  in  a  Moscow  cable 
to  the  ITew  York  Times.     "A  decree  of  the  Council  of  Commissars  announced 
that  500,000  acres  were  to  be  thus  transferred  in  Moscow  Province  from 
eight  different  types  of  State  farms ,. 250,000  acres  from  fovT  sets  of 
State  farms  in  \vestern  Province  and  no  less  than  1,500,000  acres  in 
Orenburg  Province, Similar  decrees  affecting  other  regions  are  expected 
shortly  in  continuation  of  one  of  the  TCJDSt  important  recent  developments 
in  Soviet  agrarian  policy,  which  will  have  the  m.ost  far-reaching  effects*..'' 
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Congress,  The  Senate  passed  witho^Jit  amendment  H.J. Res. 96  to 

Feb.  25  extend  the  authority  of  the  President  under  section  350 

of  the  Tariff  Act  of  1930,  as  amended  (relating  to  re- 
ciprocal trade  agreements).     Senator  O'Mahoney  had  inserted  in  the  Record 
during  discussion  of  the  joint  resolution  a  report  dv  the  Bureau  of 
Agricult-jral  Economics  (S.  Doc.  22)  on  the  Docf  cattle  situation.  The 
Senate  agreed  to  an  amendment  by  Senator  Pepper  providing  that  the  re- 
ciprocal trade  agreements  maintain  tariffs  on  agricultural  products  at 
a  point  which  would ■ equalize  the  cost  of  production  in  the  United  States 
and  the ■ countries  dealt  with.    This  amendment  was  reconsidered,  however, 
on  request  of  Ser^ator  Harrison,  and  w?.s  rejected.    The  joint  resolution 
will  now  be  sent  tc  the  President,    The  Senato  agreed  to  S.  Res.  65 
authorizing  an  investigation  relative  to  utilization  of  water  resources 
of  arid  a::d  irritable  states.     On  requesi:  of  Senator  Ueely,  S.  1437,  re- 
lating to  the  disposition  of  cases  in  \'hich  the  validity  of  acts  of  | 
Congress  is  drawn  in  question,  which  was  reported  out  from  the  Committee 
on  Judiciary  Peb.  25,  was  recommitted  to  that  Commdttee.    The  Senate  m^ade 
H*  R.  2518  to  provide  for  retirem.ent  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Co'virt  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  Senate,    Mr.  Pergruson  addressed  the  House  re- 
garding the  C-reat  Plains  problem^  and  the  activities  of  the  Resettlement 
Administration  and  'the  Soil  Conservation  Service  with  respect  thereto,  I 


Pree  Trade  "Classifying  Japan  as  a  'have  notj '  Eiji  Am.au,  Poreign 

for  Colonies      Office  spokesman,  said  Priday  that,  in  the  Tokyo  G-overn- 

m.ent '  s  opinic,   the  best  solution  of  the  problems  of  colo- 
nies and  rav/  m.aterials  was  extension  of  free  trade  and  access  to  raw 
materials  in  all   colonial  territories  through  the  world,"  reports  Hugh  Byag 
in  a  Tokyo  wireless  to  the  Hew  York  Timies.  .  "This  Vvdll  be  proposed  by 
Japan  at  the  League  of  Nations  conference  on  raw  materials  this  month..." 


California  Prelimhnaries.  to'  the  organization  of  200,000  California  j 

Parm  Unions        agri cultura,l  workers  into  a  single  -CLiion  began  Sat'orday 

under  the  auspices  of  the  American  and  State  Pederations  of 
Labor.    At  the  outset  representatives  of  the  California  federation  asked 
delegates  representing  about  fifty  farm,  labor  unions  to  give  up  their  pres- 
ent systems  and  join  in  a  solid- front  organization.    The  individual  uixions 
concerned  are  composed  of  about  twenty  groups  v;ith  A. P. of  L.  charters  and 
about  thirty  independent  unions,     Edward  Vaiideleur,  secretary  of  the  state  | 
federation,  asked  the  twenty  A. P. of  L.  affiliates  to  surrender  their  char- 
ters in  favor  of  one  to  be  issued  coverii.g  all  workers  involved.  (Asso- 
ciated Press.) 

World  Textile  The  first  International  Labor  Office  conference  to 

Conference         be  held  in  this  cou^itry  since  the  United  States  entered 

the  I.  L.  0.  in  1934  will  be  the  Tripartite  Preparatory 
Textile  Confereixe,  v.hich  will  be  called  to  order  in  Vrashington  on 
April  2.    About  200  delegates  and  advisers  from,  the  principal  textile- 
producing  cc'Ji'.tries  of  the  world  will  take  part  in  the  meeting,  which  is 
expected  to  last  a  fortnight,  (Press.) 
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Vapour  for  The  Queensland  Agricultural  Journal  (January  1)  says: 

Tobacco  "Experiments  with  vapo^ors  for  the  control  of  blue  mould 

Blue  Would         of  tobacco  in  seedbeds  were  carried  out  in  Brisbane  early 

last  year  and  have  been  discussed  recently  in  a  report 
prepared  by  the  tobacco  pathologist  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Stock.     Tnis  method  of  disease  control  was  developed  some  12  m.onths  ago 
by  the  Council  for  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  with  experiments  at 
Canberra  and  at  various  other  centers.    The  most  satisfactory  results 
were  obtained  by  evaporating  benzol  in  vapour-tight  seedbed  frames  at  a 
'normal'  concentration,  obtained  when  an  area  of  liquid  was  exposed  equal 
to  2  Square  inches  for  each  square  foot  of  seedbed.     In  further  experi- 
ments by  the  council  and  by  the  agricultural  departments  of  various 
states  other  volatile  liquids  such  as  toluol,  petrol  and  a  proprietary 
material,   'X3Solvent,'  were  tested  and  in  some  cases  concentrations  other 
than  normal  were  invest igated. . .Although  spores  on  the  blue  mould  fungus 
were  introduced  into  the  seedbeds  both  by  artificial  and  natural  means, 
the  gas-treated  beds  were  successf-olly  protected  from  the  disease  and  un- 
treated plants  contracted  blue  mould,.." 

Rural  Medical  Medical  history  was  .nade  by  the  Resettlement  Admini- 

Cooporative        stration  recently  when  it  approved  a  loan  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  rural  cooperative  health  association.  It 
will  provide  doctors  and  hospital  facilities  for  a  cooperative  group  of 
25  farmers  in  southern  California  organized  as  the  ?^an  Gabriel  Valley 
Health  Association,     The  association  is  to  sign  a  contract  with  the  Ross- 
Loos  Medical  G-roup  of  Los  Angeles,    Each  member  of  the  cooperative  is 
entitled  to  medical  services  at  a  cost  of  $2  a  month.    Dependents  of 
members  arc  entitled  to  the  same  services  at  reduced  costs,  but  are  not 
included  in  the  group  plan.    Membership  in  cooperatives  for  medical  care 
is  restricted  to  Resettlement  Administration  clients  and  persons  eligible 
to  become  clients.     The  federal  government  through  the  Resettlement  Ad- 
ministration loaned  each  client  $25  for  payment  of  the  first  year's  fees, 
or  a  total  of  $625  for  the  group.     Loans  are  repayable  in  two  years  with 
five  per  cent  interest.     This  being  the  first  time  the  Ross-Loos  Medical 
Group  has  extended  its  services  to  rural  clients,  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  group  of  farm  bureau  members,  as  well  as  the  first  cooperative 
of  its  kind  sponsored  by  the  Resettlement  Administration  in  this  region, 
the  experiment  will  be  watched  with  great  interest,  William  Anglim,  re- 
gional cooperative  specialist,  said.  (Utah  Farmer,  Feb.  1^.) 

Fermented  Food  (London,  February)  contains  an  article  on 

Milks  "Fermented  Milks"  by  Hugh  Nicol,  Rothamsted  Experimental 

Station.    He  says  in  part:     "Those  who  are  attracted  by 
the  possibilities  of  preparing  fermented  milks  are  referred  to  tho  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture's  Bulletin  (Fermented  Milks,  Dept.  Bull. 
319)  which  is  the  source  most  frequently  quoted  by  British  and  American 
writers.     Its  engaging  anecdote  about  the  friendly  habit  of  Central 
Asians  who  punch  or  kick  their  neighbors'  skins  of  kumiss  when  passing, 
in  order  to  stir  the  contents,  has  brightened  courses  of  dairy  bacteriol- 
ogy.    The  bulletin  is  too  ample  to  summarize,  but  special  attention  may 
be  directed  to  the  recipe  contained  in  it  for  preparing  'kefir'  from 
butter  milk  with  the  aid  of  ordinary  yeast  and  an  addition  of  sugar..." 
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Physics  in  H.  J.  Muller,  Institute  of  G-enetics,  Academy  of 

G-enetics  Sciences,  Moscow,   contributes  "physics  in  the  Attack  on 

Problems  the  P-cindaniental  Probleins  of  G-enetics",  in  the  March 

Scientific  Monthly.     "...An  -onderstanding, "  he  says,  "of 
the  properties  of  the  genes  would  bridge  the  iriain  gap  between  inaniir.ate 
and  animate.     Such  a  study  would  be  of  intense  interest  from  the  point 
of  view  of  physics  as  well  as  of  physical  chemistry  and  organic  chemis- 
try, for  it  is  ralready  known  that  these  genes  have  properties  which  are 
m.ost  unique  from  the  standpoint  of  physics  and  of  the  sciences  related 
to  physics...!  am  therefore  making  this  plea  to  physicists  in  the  hope 
that  they  will  interest  themselves  more  actively  in  these  problems  of 
such  vital  inrportance  to  both  our  fields..."    Muller  describes  as  "... 
the  most  s^oectacular  property  of  the  gene,  from  the  standpoint  of  physics, 
its  property  of  specific  auto-at tra.ct ion  of  like  with  like... We  would 
like  physicists  to  search  the  possibilities  of  their  science  and  tell  us 
what  kind  of  forces  these  could  be,  and  hov;  -oroduced,  and  to  suggest 
further  lines  of  a-pproach  in  their  study.     It  is  not  unlikely  thrat  a 
solution  of  the  tabove  T:)hysical  mystery  would  also  throw  much  light  on 
the  nature  of  that  property  of  the  gene  which  is  most  peculiar  and 
spectacular  from  the  standpoint  of  the  chemist.     This  second  peculiar 
property  is  that  of  auto-synthesis.     That  is,   each  gene,   reacting  with  the 
com.plicated  surrounding  material  enveloping  all  the  genes  in  common, 
exerts  such  a  selectively  orgp.nizing  effect  uioon  this  nnterial  as  to 
cause  the  synthesis,  next  to  itself,  of  another  molecular  or  super- 
molecular  structure,   quite  identical  in  comDOsition  with  the  given  gene 
itself... It  is  becoming  recognized  nowadays  that  the  gene  is  the  basis 
of  life.     These  two  properti-s,  including  the  fact  of  their  undisturb- 
ability  by  mutation,   lie  cat  the  basis  of  the  gene.     The  geneticist  him- 
self is  helpless  to  analyze  these  properties  further.    Here  the  physicist 
as  well  as  the  chemist  must  step  in.     ^JTho  will  volunteer  to  do  so?" 

Illinois  "A  new  peak  has  been  reached  in  the  success  of  ad- 

Station  va^nced  dairy  cattle  breeding  methods  at  the  University 

Dairy  Sires        of  Illinois  with  the  selection  of  two  of  the  college's 

sires  for  193^  'All-American'  honors, " says  the  Prairie 
Farmer  (February  I3 ) .     "The  selections  were  made  by  the  Hoist ein-Priesian 
World.     Named  as  the  reserve  All-Am.erican  j-^jinio.r  yearling  Plolstcin  sire 
of  the  year  is  the  college's  Illini  Princess  Mabel  Lad  70^5C7»  while 
Illini  Canary  Nettie  Lad  666506  has  been  given  honorable  miention  as  a 
three-year-old  sire  in  the  yearns  Ail-American  selections  of  the  cassocia- 
tions.     Fifteen  years  of  intensive  breeding  under  a-dva,nced  m.ethods  pro- 
duced the  two  All-Americans ,   said  Prof.  W.  W.  Yapp,  chief  in  dairy  cattle 
at  the  university. ., Illini  Princess  Mabel  Lad,   especially,  represents  a 
new  ideca  in  dairy  cattle  breeding  in  that  he  was  created  by  the  mating  of 
inbred  unrelated  famiilies  in  much  the  same  way  that  superior  and  high 
producing  hybrids  of  corn  are  now  being  produced.     His  grandsire  on  his 
sire's  side,  King  Bessie  Ori^sby,  is  reputed  to  have  produced  more  'All- 
American'  animals  than  any  other  sire  of  the  Hoist ein  breed.     On  the  dam's 
side  of  the  new  reserve  All-American's  pedigree,  the  Prince  Sylvius  Ladoga 
family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  outstanding  that  has  ever  been 
developed  on  the  agricultural  college  farmi..." 
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Fcl).  25  —  Livestock  at  Chica^'o  (Closing  Quotations):  Slaugliter 
cattle,  calves  and  vcalcrs,   steers  900-1300  lbs  good  and  choice  9.75- 
14.00;  coY/s  good  6.00-7.00;  heifers  550-750  lbs  good  and  choice  9.00- 
12.00;  vealers  good  and  choice  3.50-10,00;  feeder  and  stocker  steers  500- 
1050  Ids  good  and  choice  6.75-9.00.    Hogs:  160-200  lbs  good  and  choice 
9.75-10.25;  200-250  lbs  good  and  choice  10.10-10.25;  250-350  lbs  good 
and  choice  10.00-10.25;  slaughter  pigs  100-140  lbs  good  and  choice  7.85^ 
9.60.     SlaUfghter  sheep  and  lambs,  lambs  good  and  choice  90  lbs  down 
10.15-11.10. 

Grain:     ITo.  1  D.iTo.  Spr.  ITlieat*  Minneap.  146|--14Sj;  No.  2  D.No.Spr.* 
Minneap,  145^-147|;  No.  2  Arn .  D-or.*  Minneap.  145-149;  No,  1  K. Amber  Durum, 
Duluth,  145-163;  No.  2  Hard  17inter*  K. C.  130^-135;  Chi.  134-137^;  No.  1  H. 
Wr.  St.  Loui£  158j;  No.  1  S.?..  V/r.  St.  Lo.ls  14a|;  No.  1  W.ITh.  Portland 
112;     No.  2  rye,  Uinnaap.  103  7/8-109  7/8;  No.  2  vellov;  corn,  K.C.  121f- 
123^;  St.  Louis  116-117;  No.  3,   Chi.  109^-112^;   St.  Louis  113-115;  No.  3 
white  oats,  Minneap.  45  7/8-46  7/8;  K.C.  48|— 5l|;  Chi.  48-4&-2-;  St.  Louis 
50-|;  No.  1  malting  barley,  Minneap.  130-132;  No.  3  good  malt  ing,' Minneap, 
118-125;  No.  2,  Minneap.  76-35;  No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  213^-218^, 

Florida  Bliss  Triwnph  potatoes  ipl.75-^j;2  per  bushel  crate  in  cit^^ 
markets;  i^l.50  i.o.b,  pompano.    Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountains  ^p2.40-<:p2.75 
per  100  pounds  in  eastern  cities;  hpl  •92^-^1,97^  f.o.b.  Presque  Isle. 
Vifisconsi-x  sacked  Round  Vaiioes  $2,45  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  ip2.10-$2.15 
f.o.b.  Waupaca,     Idaho  sacked  Russet  Bur  banks  ip5.50  carlot  sales  in  Chicago 
New  York  Yellow  onions  ^1.10-$1.25  per  50-pound  sack  in  the  East.  Mid- 
western stock  $0«90-$1.50  in  consuming  centers.     New  York  Danish  tyj)Q 
cabbage  40^-75^  per  50-pound  sack  in  terminal  markets;  i^l7  sacked  per  ton 
f.o.b.  xiochester.    Texas  Ro'jjid  t.3^e  ipl,25-ip2.00  per  lettuce  crate  in  city 
markets;  85^-90^  f.o.b.  Lower  Rio  G-randc  Valley  points.    New  York  U.S. 
No.  1,  2-g-  inch  minimum  Rhode  Island  Greening  apples  i^l.2&-$1.50  per  bushel 
basket  in  New  York;  $1.15  f.o.b.  Rochester. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  7/8  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ten 
designated  markets  advanced  6  peine s  from  the  previous  close  to  13.00 
cents  per  pound.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11.20  cents. 
March  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  12  points 
to  12.94  cents  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  3  points 
to  12.78  cents. 

Fnolesale  prices  of  fresh  creamiery  butter  at  New  York  were:  92 
Score,  34  cents;  91  Score,  33j  cents;  90  Score,  53^  cents.  T/holesale 
prices  of  No.  1  fresh  Amicrican  cheese  at  New  York  were:     S.  Daisies, 
18^-18^  cents;  Y.  Americas,  18^-18^  cents.     liTholesale  prices  of  fresh 
eggs,  mixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner  Barry  Company  quotations)  were: 
Specials,  23^--.23f  cents;  Standards,  23-23^  cenoo;  Eirsts,  21f-22|  cents. 
(Prepared  by  BAE.) 


*  Prices  basis  ordinary  protein. 


DAILY  DIGEST 

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters 
affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its  economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of 
views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent  is  to  reflect  the  news 
Of  importance. 
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WILDLIFE  '^Spurred  on  by  a  new  vision  of  the  importance  of 

COIJPEREITOE         conservation  of  the  security,  health  and  happiness  of  the 

American  people,  1,200  delegates  to  the  North  American 
Wildlife  Conference  yesterday  tackled  the  Job  of  welding  a  nation-wide 
organization  to  arouse  public  opinion  behind  the  campaign  to  save  and 
restore  natural  resources,"  says  G-eorge  Greenfield  in  a  St,  Louis  report 
to  the  New  York  Times.  ".♦•The  emphasis  was  not  on  the  saving  and  in- 
creasing of  fish  and  game,  as  in  the  past,  but  on  the  restoration  of 
lands  and  waters  that  have  been  ravaged,  denuded  and  despoiled  tlirough' 
greed  and  unwise  use.    The  crowded  room  echoed  to  cheers  and  applause  at 
this  afternoon^s  session  when  Henry  A.  Wallace,  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
declared  that  the  Federal  G-overnmxCnt  at  last  had  recognized  conservation 
and  restoration  as  a  nationa-1  responsibility  of  the  greatest  significance 
to  the  American  people. 

TTtilW  SUG/lR  Now  sugar  legislation,  involving  the  quota  system 

LEG-XSLATIOlf      and  an  excise  tax  of  three-fourths  of  a  cent  a  pound  on 

raw  sugar  was  recommended  yesterday  by  President  Roosevelt 
m  a  message  to  Congress,    Referring  to  exploitation  of  the  quota  pro- 
visions of  the  Jones-Cost igan  act  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  existence 
of  "the  public  problems"  v/hich  have  resulted  from  invalidation  of  the 
processing  tax  on  sugar  and  ending  of  benefit  payments  to  producers,  the 
President  called  for  consideration  of  substitute  legislation.    He  said 
Ilb  was  "definitely  advised  that  such  a  tax  7/ould  not  increase  the  average 
cost  of  sugar  to  consumers..."  (Press.) 

URADE    ACT  President  Roosevelt  signed  yesterday  legislation 

SIGliWI)  extending  for  three  years  from  next  June  12  his  authority 

to  negotiate  reciprocal  trade  agreements  with  foreign 
nations.    Under  the  new  law,  such  agreements  do  not  require  Senate  rati- 
fication.   The  original  act,  which  expires  on  June  12,  v;as  put  forward 
by  the  Administration  in  1934  "as  a  means  of  assisting  in  restoring  the 
Anerican  standard  of  living"  through  increased  foreign  trade.     It,  like 
the  new  law,  empowers  the  President  to  raise  or  lower  tariffs  a  maximm 
of  fifty  per  cent.    Pacts  with  sixteen  nations  already  have  been  signed. 
(Associated  Press.)  .  , 
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"Cabinet  "'Beanstalk  magic'  is  the  description  which  has  "been 

Culture"  applied  to  the  intensive  cultivation  of  cereals  in  cabinets, 

a  process  of  indoor  cultivation  receiving  widespread  inter- 
est at  the  present  time,"  says  Country  Life  (London,  February  13).  "In- 
tensive Cultivations,  Ltd.,  have  made  this  process  a  practicable  proposi- 
tion in  marketing  apparatus,  by  the  use  of  which  a  continuous  supply  of 
sprouted  grain  for  feeding  can  be  insured.    A  galvanized  iron  cabinet  of 
substantial ■ construct  ion  contains  a  number  of  trays  in  which  the  grain  is 
placed  and  allowed  to  germinate.     The  cabinet  is  thermostatically  heated 
and  the  grain  is  fed  by  a  nutrient  solution  automatically  sprinkled  over 
every  tray  by  operating  a  central  control.     The  largest  size  can  produce 
200  pounds  of  fodder  per  day  at  an  estimated  cost,  including  depreciation, 
of  just  over  2  pounds  per  ton,  the  feeding  value  of  this  being  such  that 
10  pounds  of  fodder  are  equivalent  to  2  1/2  pounds  of  concentrates.  The 
product  is  suitable  for  feeding  to  all  classes  of  farm  livestock  and  the 
high  vitamin  content  should  m.ake  it  a  valuable,  addition  to  existing  food- 
stuffs for  winter  feeding." 

Sxhibit  The  exhibit  farm  idea,  which  has  been  so  successful 

Farm  in  various  parts  of  the  country  in  dem.onstrat ing  the  diver- 

sified uses  of  electricity  in  agriculture,  has  been  adopted 
in  Georgia.    Modeled  after  the  R^oral  Electrification  Admanistration  elec- 
trified farm  near  Herndon,  Va, ,  this  new  exhibit  farm  is  sponsored  by  the 
Toombs  County  Rural  Electrification    Association,  which  has  been  allocated 
$53,000  by  Rural  Electrification  Administration  to  build  52  miles  of  line 
to  serve  208  farms.    The  exhibit  farm,  operated  by  I^.  and  Mrs.  T.E.Baker, 
is  located  at  the  intersection  of  U.S.  1  and  the  paved  road  leading  west 
to  Vidalia,  Cordele,  and  Colunbus,   Ga.  (Rural  Electrification  lews,  Eeb.) 

Land  Lo3s  "Strip  mining,  like  most  other  industries,  is  feeling 

by  Mining  the  effects  of  returning  prosperity,"  says  the  Prairie 

Farmer  (Eeb.  13).  "With  better  times  bringing  more  demand 
for  cheaply-produced  coal,  more  huge  electric  shovels  are  poking  their 
snouts  into  rich  Illinois  farm  lands,  gulping  up  as  much  blacic  soil  in  one 
bite  as  rain  water  could  carry  away  in  several  years.    With  strip  mines 
threatening  to  turn  more  and  more  Illinois  farm  land  into  a  'bad  lands' 
of  clay  and  hills,   Illinois  farmers  are  beginning  to  sit  up  and  ta:co  notice. 
At  last  m.onth's  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Agricultural  Association  in  Chicago, 
delegates  thought  the  situation  serious  enough  to  adopt  unanimously  a 
resolution  calling  for  an  investigation  of  strip  irdning  operations.'' 

Butter     •  "Harold  V.  Skinner  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  and  Michael  J. 

Fraud  Cota,  of  Chicago,   Illinois,  had  a  formula  bettor  than  tnat 

of  any  alchemist— while  it  lasted,"  says  Fred  H.  Sorrow  in 
Southern  Dairy  Products  Journal  (Feb.).  "Their  procedure  was  to  ta.cc  two 
pounds  of  butter  and  fo-ar  po^onds  of  oleomargarine,  adding  water  to  txie  mix- 
ture until  they  had  21  pounds*  They  were  sellin.-  this  'butter'  fro.Ti  door 
to  door  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  making  a  profit  of  about  cp9.00  ©n  each 
21  pounds  when  the  police  arrested  them  on  the  charge  of  selling  food  un- 
fit for  human  consumption." 
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^lotorized  John  E.   Courcey,   of  Lisbon,  Maryland,   is  a  blacksmith 

Blackcmith        who  has  motorized  his  businoss  and  finds  that  it  pays,  says 

a  report  in  the  Baltimore  Siin  (March  l).     Instead  of  requir- 
ing farmers  to  risk  tl^e  hazards  of  the  highways  by  bringing  their  horses 
to  him  to  be  shod,  Coursey,  who  for  forty-two  of  his  sixty-one  years  has 
stood  at  the  forge,  takes  his  shop  to  the  farms.     Coursey  travels  to  hun- 
dreds of  farms  in  the  co^irse  of  a  year. _    The  blacksmith  still  has  his  place 
lae  insists,   in  spite  of  the  harm  done  the_  trade  by  the  motorization  of  m^Biny 
farms.     The  only  way  blacksmith  shops  will  pass  out  will  be  through  fail- 
ure to  train  yoiing  men  to  become  smiths,  declared  Coursey.     Lately  Coursey 
has  observed  that  farmers  are  giving  more  attention  to  their  horses'  feet 
and  seeing  that  they  get  new  shoes  at  reg'jilar  intervals.     He  takes  this  to 
indicate  returning  prosperity  because  "for  a  long  time  the  farmers  just  did' 
n't  have  the  money,  and  they  were  letting  the  horses  go  ^cithout  shoes." 

Streamlined  Smaller  turkeys  v/ith  more  ;,.eat  will  reach  the  Hew 

Turkeys  York  and  Boston  markets  from  St."  Lawrence  County,        Y.  . 

next  Thani^sgiving  to  satisfy  the  demand  of  urban  families 
for  "streamlined"  holiday  fowls,  Morten  Adam^s,  County  Agricultural  Agent 
in  charge  of  the  Farm  Bureau,  said  recently.     The  nev/  t;rpe  of  turkeys 
will  be  bred  this  sprirg  in  an  attem.pt  to  regain  for  the  county  the  top 
market  prices  which  it  jreceived  several  years  ago#    The  smaller,  fatter, 
less  bony  and  closer-t c-the-^ground  turkeys  will  be  produced  by  either  of  . 
two  methods,  Mr.  Adams  said.     The  first  is  the  selection  for  breeding  of 
female  birds  which  approximate  the  recLUirement s .     The  second  is  the  cross- 
breeding of  i7aragc<nsett  amid  Bronze  large  fowls  with  Bourbon  Red  and  ¥nite 
Holland,  small  types,     (llew  York  Times.)  .  . 

Y.  Co  Meiit  The  New  York  City  Board  of  Health,  finding  that  many 

Regulations       unscrupulous  m^eat  dealers  have  been  giving  the  needle  too 

generously  to  corned  beef,  beef  tongues  and  other  meats, 
has  announced  that  it  had  amended  the  sanitary  code  to  forbid  the  carry- 
ing of  needle  syringes  on  any  vehicle  transporting  meat  in  the  city  and 
decreed  that  all  such  meats  sold  here  shall  not  contain  "added  water 
greater  than  10  percent  of  the  weight  of  tne  meat»"     Informed  by  federal 
agencies  that  the  practice  of  overstuffing  pickled  meats  with  brine, 
gelatin  and  emulsified  fats  to  increase  their  weight  was  confined  prin- 
cipally to  this  area,  the  board,  tlirough  the  B^oreau  of  Food  and  Drugs  of 
the  Department  of  Health,  conducted  an  investigation  c^nd  learned  "that 
the  public  was  being  defre-uded  to  the  extent  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  yearly."  (Kew  York  Times.) 

Annals  of  The  Jan'oai-y  issue  of  The  Annals  of  Botany  (London) 

Botany  is  No.  1  of  a  Hew  Series  (Vol.  I)  and  marks  the  comple- 

tion of  its  first  naif  century  of  publication.     J. B. Farmer, 
assistant  editor,   says  in  a  forev/ord  that  the  first  num.ber  of  The  Annals 
"appeared  in  August  1887,  and  the  thr^^e  editors  responsible  for  its  pro- 
duction wGTe  Balfour  (Oxford),  Vines  (Cambridge)  and  Farlow  (Harvard, 
U.S.A.),  and  this  happy  association  with  the  United  States  has  been 
perpetuated  throughout  the  half  century  of  its  existence." 
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March  1  —  Livestock  at  Chicae'o  (Closing  Quotations):  Slaughter 
cattle,  calves  and  vealers,  steers  900-1300  lbs  good  and  choice  9.75- 
14.75;  cows  good  6,00-7.00;  heifers  550-750  lbs  good  and  choice  9.00- 
12,00;  vealers  good  and  choice  8.50-10.00;  feeder  and  stocker  steers 
500-1050  lbs  good  and  choice  6.75-9.00.    Hogs;  160-200  lbs  good  and 
choice  9.75-10.30;  200-250  lbs  good  and  choice  10.10-10.30;  250-350  lbs 
good  and  choice  10 .00- 10,30;  slaughter  pigs  100-140  lbs  good  and  choice 
7*85-9.60.     Slaughter  sheep  and  lambs,  lambs  good  and  choice  90  lbs  down 
3,0.40-11.00.  _  , 

G-rain:     No.  1  D.No.  Spr.TOieat*  Minneap.  145  7/8-147  7/8;  No.  2  D. 
No,  Spr.*  Minneap.  144  7/8-146  7/8;  No.  2  Am.  Dur,*  Minneap.  144-150; 
No.  1  Hard  -Amber  Durum,  Duluth,  "  146-164;  No.  2  Hard  Winter*  K*C.133^- 
137|;  Chi.  136^-138f;  No.  2  3,2. V^r.  St.  Louis  14:1^]  No.  1  W.  \Vh.  Port- 
land 113;  No.  2  rye,  Minneap.  105|-110|;  No.  2  yellow  corn,  K.C,12lJ- 
123^;  St.  Louis  116-116|;  No.  3  yellow,  Ch-i.  111-113^;  IT?5.  3  white  oats, 
Minneap.  46|-47-|;  K.C.  49|-52;  Chi.  48|-49j;  No.  1  malting  barley, 
Minneap,  128-130;  No.  3  good  malting,  Minneap.  114r-122;  No.  2, Minneap. 
76-85;  No.  1  flaxseed,  Minneap.  215-220. 

Maine  sacked  Green  Mountain  potatoes  $2.40-$2.75  per  100  pounds  in 
eastern  cities;  $1.93~$2  f.o.b,  Presque  Isle.    Wisconsin  sacked  Round 
Whites  $2.32^  carlot  sales  in  Chicago.     Idaho  sacked  Russet  Burbams 
$3.25-$3.50  carlot  salens  in  Chicago.    Florida  Bliss  Triumphs  $1.75* 
$2,15  per  bushel  crato  in  city  markets;  $1.50  f.o.b,  Pompano,    New  York 
Yellow  onions  $lel0-$1.35  per  50-pound  sack  in  eastern  cities;  $1.16 
f.Oob,  Rochester.    Midwestern  stock  $1«15^$1,40  in    consuming  centers; 
$1,20-81.25  f.o.b,  West  Michigan  points.    Now  York  Danish  type  cabbage 
40^-75c'  por  5C-pound  sack  in  terminal  m.arkets;   $16  f,o,b.  sacked  per  ton 
at  Rochester.    Texas  Round  type  $1.40-?1,90  per  lettuce  crate  in  city 
markets;  85^-90^  f.o.b.  Lower  Rio  G-rande  Valley  points.    Kew  York  U.S. 
No.  1,  2j  inch  minimum  Rhode  Island  Greening  aioples  $1.25-$1.50  por 
"bushol  basket  in  New  York;  $1.15  f.o.b.  Rochester. 

The  average  price  for  Middling  7/8  inch  spot  cotton  in  the  ton 
designated  markets  advanced  16  points  from  the  previous  close  to  13.24 
cents  per  pound.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the  price  was  11,23  cents. 
March  future  contracts  on  the  Now  York  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  21  points 
to  13.24  cents  and  on  the  'New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  23  points 
to  13,10  cents. 

\Tholesale  prices  of  fresh  cream.ery  butter  at  New  York  were:  92 
Score,  3^  cents;  91  Score,  34  cents;  90  Score,  33j  cents.  TTTliolesale 
prices  of  No.  1  Fresh  American  Cheese  at  New  York  were:     S.  Daisies, 
18-18^  cents;  Y.  Americas,  18j-l&|  ceats.     (prepared  by  BAE) 

*  Prices  basis  ordinary  protein. 

V/holesale  prices  of  fresh  eggs,  mixed  colors,  at  New  York  (Urner 
Barry  Company  quotations)  were:     Specials,  24-24^  cents;  Standards, 
23j  cents-  Firsts,  22^  cents. 


